
GARDENS CLUB ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, January 27, 2020, 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

• Call to order and quorum check (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. Secretary Lynn Bush reported that a 
quorum was present. President Wells explained the difference between the Gardens Club which 
meets annually, near the end of January, and the Gardens Council which meets monthly. All MSAG 
residents are members of the Gardens Club and have the right to vote and hold office. Only those 
residents elected by the Club, according to its Constitution and By-Laws, are members of the 
Council. The Council provides active governance throughout the year which runs from February 1 
through January 31. 

• Approval of Minutes from Gardens Club Annual Meeting on January 28, 2019 (Bill Wells): 

Minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting, January 28, 2018, were approved as distributed. 

• Election of Officers, Members-at-Large and Council Committees (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked residents nominated to serve on the Gardens Council to stand and a 
vote was taken. All were approved. 

 President   Bob Rogers 
 Vice President   Diane Stielstra 
 Treasurer   Rob Kurtz 
 Assistant Treasurer  John Gerardi 
 Secretary   Paula Vlasich 
 Member at Large  Dale Bensko 
 Member at Large  Arthur Bode 
 Member at Large  Daryl Smith 
 Building and Grounds  Barbara Bergmann 
 Building and Grounds  Peggy Verrill 
 Building and Grounds  Martha Lewis 
 Nominations   Georgeann Andrus 
 Nominations   Sue Keavney 
 Nominations   Becca Kurtz 
 Nominations   Dick Newton 
 Nominations   Ethel Rogers    

• Budget for 2019 (Barbara McDowell): 

Treasurer Barbara McDowell introduced the Gardens Club Budget for 2020 (See Attachment 1). 
It has been posted in the Cubby area and on the Gardens website. Relative to last year, the 
Budget increased by about $5000, reflecting increased expenses for The Green Leaf, Library, 
Music, and Holiday Parties Committees. This year’s total is $65,480. Residents will have an 
opportunity to fund this budget beginning next month. She urged them to be generous.  

President Bill Wells called for a vote and the Budget was approved as submitted. 

• Banking Resolution (Rob Kurtz): 

Assistant Treasurer Rob Kurtz explained that our banks require the Gardens Club to pass a 
resolution giving signing authority on various accounts to our officers. The resolution is as 
follows: 
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“Resolved that Treasurer Robert Kurtz, Assistant Treasurer John Gerardi, President Robert Rogers 
and Vice President Diane Stielstra shall be authorized signers on the Gardens Club Operating 
Account at Chase Bank, the Gardens Club Appreciation/Retirement Account at Chase Bank and 
the Gardens Club Special Needs Funds Accounts at Bank of America.” 

President Bill Wells called for a vote and the resolution passed. 

• President’s Report (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells delivered his report as follows: 

“The President’s Report is my opportunity to remind you of some of the many happenings on 
campus during the past year; some big, some small, but all, I’m sure, will trigger a memory or 
two for each of you. I’m sure that you will think of others, but here’s my list. 

(i) At the beginning of the year we learned about the DESI program. As you know, D E S I is an 
acronym for D Bldg. Elevated Service for Independent Living. As units on the first floor of the D 
Bldg. became available, they were renovated and offered to residents in independent living who 
could use some assistance, but didn’t need to move to Assisted Living in the Oak Tree Lodge. The 
number of DESI units is in flux, but today there are 8 DESI units and all are filled. 

(ii) Other renovation projects also began early in the year. The sound booth and the sound system 
in the Assembly were significantly upgraded, as were the Gallery’s A/V systems, with new mikes, 
a hearing loop, video facilities and access to Gallery programs on Channel 8. Sound boards were 
added to the dining room to improve the acoustics there. 

(iii) Discussion of possible major construction projects occupied much of the year. There was the 
possibility of earthquake retrofitting of the D Bldg., plans for new living spaces is being 
developed and a new Wellness Center that Mo described at the Chat is in the design development 
and construction documents phase. In addition, major renovation of the Social Center will begin 
very soon following a great deal of input from all of you. And don’t forget the big new 
transformer that fell off the truck on its way here from Minnesota and was a total loss. A new 
transformer had to be built, which delayed that project by several months. Other projects which 
continued through the year included renovation of units as they became available for new 
residents and new roofing on the lettered buildings.  

(iv) Our Party Committee offered many opportunities to gather as a group and enjoy lively 
festivities, such as a Country Western Hoedown, Mardi Gras, a Luau and Halloween. And our 
Dance Committee sponsored a Harvest Dinner Dance when folks whose bones are supposed to 
creek or who in theory move more slowly than they once did, hit the dance floor like teenagers. 

(v) We all recognize the successful and continuing effort of our Conservation & Sustainability 
Committee to reduce energy costs and to make us aware of ways to conserve energy: Remember 
NEST thermostats, a light bulb exchange, electric leaf blowers, reusable hard plastic containers 
for dining service (aka “Green Boxes”), International Earth Day , recycling info, quarterly 
newsletters and the Campus Energy Plan, which was approved by the Board. 

(vi) What about the wonderful music and theatrical performances we’ve been privileged to enjoy. 
The Gus Diesslin Quartet (or is it Quintet?) Plus One, of course, but also the Pomona College 
Choir, the Oakwood Brass, Hollywood Revisited and Trio Celeste, to name a few. And the MSAG 
Theater Company presented “The Cemetery Club” earlier this year and, just last week, gave us 
the delightful “Broadway Meets Bonita.”  Then we had the Gardens Chorale’s performance of 
“Curtain’s Up” (our Spring concert) featuring a reading by Michael Lamkin of BJ Barnes’ poem 
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“Now is the Time” which was set to music written by Karl Kohn. And also the Chorale’s wonderful 
winter concert called: “Winterfest: Yuletide Traditions Around the World.”  

(vii) We set yet another record of contributions to our Employee/Retirement Appreciation Fund 
by collecting over $465,000 from you generous and grateful residents to distribute as year-end 
gifts to our staff in recognition of the great service they provide. 

(viii) We can’t forget the great work of our 78 committees who organize our entertainment (think 
movies, music, putting and pool room), plan our educational events (think The Forum, book 
reviews, resident interviews, Speakers Corner, Gallery Art Exhibits and the first annual 
Transportation Fair), provide our many social events (Holiday Theme Parties, Bridge/Games, Day 
Trip and Theater Excursions) and offer many opportunities for service (think Hospitality, Buildings 
& Grounds Advisory, Housekeeping, Dining Services, Banking and Postage Stamps). All of our 
committees help create and maintain the vibrant culture of the Gardens. 

(ix) Let’s not forget the special photos in the fireplace display cases. First, for Veterans Day, to 
honor our WWII veterans, Nan Maples created a program which was narrated by Frank Salas and 
for which  Laurie Graham collected and displayed photos of our resident WWII vets. Laurie then 
followed that with photos of residents in their younger years asking us to “Guess Who.”  The 
exhibit has provided many laughs and “Aha” moments and Laurie has said that he will keep it up 
as long as residents continue to supply him with photos. 

(x) Also, let me remind you that The Board approved a Strategic Plan prepared by the Strategic 
Planning/Futures Committee, which will guide us for the next three years. 

(xi) Of course, the year ended and the new year began with a severe episode of the norovirus. I 
won’t elaborate; we all know what happened and how it affected our daily routines, but I do 
want to reiterate how appreciative we all are for the diligent and thoughtful service provided by 
our administration and staff during the episode.   

(xii) Finally, under Maureen’s leadership, with the invaluable assistance of Patricia, the Gardens 
not only operated in the black, but also raised $40M in bond financing with a high credit rating 
and, thus, a relatively low interest rate, that provided funds for refinancing our existing debt and 
capital for the numerous construction projects in the pipeline. Our fiscal house is indeed in order. 

There is, of course, much more that could be recognized, but I hope this list reminds you of some 
of the significant events of the past year.” 

• Treasurer’s Report (Barbara McDowell): 

Treasurer Barbara McDowell noted that she was doing the annual Treasurer’s report, not the 
monthly, which will be done by the new Treasurer in February. Her report covers 2/1/2019 
through 1/31/2020 (See Attachment 2). She stated that our operating fund has a balance of 
$28,513.73. The Appreciation/Retirement Fund began with $32,561.51, received $478,247.00 in 
contributions, and with a gift of $466,686.56 to our employees, has $44,121.95 left. Special 
Needs gained almost $14,000 with money from the San Antonio Shop and the Sales Room. The San 
Antonio Shop stayed in the black considering the Shop was closed for several weeks. The 
Scholarship Fund disbursed almost $37,000 for scholarships. Our total assets as of January 31, 
2020 are $252,822.41.         

• Special Needs Committee Report (Kate Stoever): 
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Chair Kate Stoever reported the balance of Special Needs funds brought forward as of January 1, 
2019 was $148,035.29. Income for the year was $29,931.44 (i.e., revenue generated by the Sales 
Room and by the San Antonio Shop). Expenses, which are ongoing for the copier in the cubbies, 
medical van transportation, and sales tax, was $9,312.92. Grants completed in the year were 
$3,764.80. No grants were left pending. The balance brought forward at the end of 2019 was 
$164,598.97. 

Twelve requests for funds were received during the year. Two were withdrawn after discussion, 
one was redirected to an existing Committee, one was not used. The eight remaining were 
funded and include: Sustainability Committee (tree signage on campus); Website Committee 
(software); Gardeners on the Go (Spring campaign); Interview Committee (honoring our WWII 
Veterans); Chorale Spring Presentation; Scholarship Committee; Sustainability Committee (LED 
lightbulb exchange); and Music Committee (replace lost piano cover). 

She also conveyed special thanks to Joan Casson, who has severed as Treasurer of the Committee 
for five years (not an easy job), and Bill Wells, who has provided leadership and guidance to the 
Committee. 

• Sales Room Report (Warren Wright): 

Chair Warren Wright reminded residents that the sales rooms (housewares/furniture/jewelry) 
have been an important part of life at Mt. San Antonio gardens for many years. The sales rooms 
were conceived by residents, Paul and Margaret Webb and have been in operation since 1978 
(41yrs). The sales receipts go into the “special needs” fund to be  used to improve the quality of 
living of all of  the garden residents  for things not provided for in the regular operating budget. 

He reported that in this last year the sales rooms made a combined total of  $18,348 (housewares 
& jewelry $4,313; furniture  $14,035). This is an increase of $3,284 from the prior year.  

He thanked all of the volunteers for their help and particularly Grace Clark for managing the 
housewares and Julie Bensko for managing the jewelry.    

He thanked all residents for their support in donating items and in buying items. He hoped they 
would keep it up. 

• San Antonio Shop Report (Ruth Abel): 

Chair Ruth Abel reported the Gift Shop is very much a team effort.  Without Sharilyn Morell, John 
McClary, Alice Lichti, Joyce Roebuck, our buyers-Joyce Blackburn, Dorothy Whitham and Pat 
Norin as well as Meg Evans, Fred Maynard and Don Robinson, and our many wonderful volunteers, 
more of whom we need, who act as shop assistants or cashiers, we would not function! We were 
on a learning curve this past year since John, Sharilyn and I were all new to this task. 

Unfortunately the recent epidemic took the wind out of our sails (no pun intended)at the peak of 
our holiday sales. Having to close for the better part of three weeks was not helpful. 

In spite of that interruption we are happy to report that the Gift Shop will provide the Special 
Needs Committee $8,280.60 to fund the special projects that benefit us all. The amount is just 
about $1,000 more than last year. 

Please note our new window by the library featuring merchandise for sale. 

• Education Scholarship Committee Report (Joan Casson): 
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Chair Joan Casson reported the Committee granted 44 scholarships for 2019 for a total of 
$36,289. The 44 scholarships include new recipients in the program and many who submit an 
application each semester. The applications go out with the paychecks four times a year: Spring, 
Summer, Fall, and Winter, and right now came out with a paycheck last week which will be due 
this coming Friday. The Committee will be talking about Spring 2020 applicants quite soon. During 
2019 residents generously donated $8,250 to the Scholarship Fund with Honorariums and 
Memorials for which the Committee is very grateful. 

She reported that the Committee’s highlight of the year was a poster showing all the Scholarship 
recipients for the Fall Semester — their photo, the school they attend, and where they work on 
Campus. It was a great success, for recipients, and also for residents. 

On behalf of the Committee she gave a special thanks to Bridgette Evangelista, in the Human 
Resources Department, for her guidance and her continuing commitment to overseeing all the 
paper work involved with distributing and receiving applications each semester. 

She reported that most Committee funds are held in a corporate account. As of 12/31/2019 that 
account held $158,970. Some will remember that six years ago the Committee received a gift of 
$250,000. In spite of generous ongoing gifts this is where the Committee is now. A small amount is  
kept in a Gardens Club account: $917. 

She listed members of her Committee during 2019 as follows: Carmen Abramovitz, Georgeann 
Andrus, Claire Lee, Bill McAllister, Jane O’Donnell, and Joan Presecan. She affirmed that 
everyone came to the meetings prepared and participated fully in the Committee’s decisions; 
and that all felt privileged to provide eligible staff financial help toward their individual 
education goals. For the Committee it was an exciting year. 

• Green Energy Investment Fund Report (Sam Tanenbaum): 

Chair Sam Tanenbaum delivered his report as follows:  

“In February 2018, the Green Fund received $50,000 from the Special Needs Committee and 
$50,000 from the Gardens Administration to invest in projects that would reduce our 
expenditures for energy.  An estimate is made for the annual savings from each proposed project, 
and 75% of these savings are returned to the Fund until the Fund's investment is recovered.  In 
that way the fund never increases beyond its initial $100,000.  No funds are spent without the 
approval of our CEO, Maureen Beith. 

The Green Fund Team began meeting in February, 2018, and has now spent $74,813 for the 
following five projects:  

1. Replacing three ice machines—$6,070 with expected annual savings of $1000.  
2. Installing window film in three areas—$15,060 expected annual savings of $3400. 
3. Installing LED fixtures and lights in ceilings of three Terrace units—$7,725 with expected 

annual savings of $1300. 
4. Controls for the central air handling system—$18,461 with expected annual savings of 

$16,000. 
5. LED strip lighting for D Building Corridors—$29,700 with expected annual savings of $13,200. 
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We estimate that these projects will save about $35,000 in electricity per year, with three-
fourths of that saving (about $26,000) returned annually to the Green Fund. 

These projects were completed in just the past few months, so that as of December 31 a total of 
$9,936.87 has been returned to the Green Fund.  When combined with the $25,187 left from the 
initial $100,000 this leaves a current Green Fund balance of $35,123.87. 

The Green Fund is considering several new projects that could use some of these funds in the 
next few months.  

In addition to the Green Fund the Gardens uses a portion of our annual capital budget on energy-
saving projects that are either too large for the Green Fund (such as the current projects to 
insulate the ceilings of the Pomona buildings and to replace old air conditioners in the cottages) 
or have such a short payback period that there is no need to use the Green Fund (such as the 
replacement of the fluorescent tubes in the Terrace garage and other public areas with LED 
tubes).  We have also gradually been insulating the cottages as part of the budget to refurbish 
units when a new resident moves in.  The projects paid for directly by the Gardens should 
provide savings in natural gas and electricity that are much larger than the savings from just the 
Green Fund. 

Most of the Gardens buildings were completed in the early 1960's when the building codes did not 
promote energy efficiency.  The Gardens residents and staff are now beginning to improve many 
of these inefficient energy systems, and I'm confident that the next few years will see significant 
savings in our energy use. 

The Green Fund Team includes: Residents Ellen Heymann, Kate Stoever, Dale Bensko, and Sam 
Tanenbaum; Staff members Patricia Williams, Jason Gonzales, and Will Levitt; and outside 
expert: Troy Hansgen (Loma Linda Medical Center).  All of the funded projects were approved 
unanimously by the Team members.  Two new resident members will join the team in February:  
Ethel Rogers and Tom Helliwell (Deferred Entry).  They will replace Sam Tanenbaum and Ellen 
Heymann. 

The attached financial report (see Attachment 3) from Patricia Williams provides more detail 
about the Green Fund projects that are summarized in this report.” 

• Accolades Presentation (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells explained that the accolades program began in 1967 and has developed 
certain unwritten rules over time. One of those rules is that the number of recipients in a given 
year should not exceed ten. That tradition has been broken many times and will be again because 
so many residents brought something special to the Gardens this year. Another rule is that an 
accolade may not be given to someone who has already received one. There are many here who 
deserve a second or third accolade, but this rule was not violated. President Wells then read 
descriptions of each recipient and Barbara McDowell presented those present with a plaque. The 
honored recipients and President Wells descriptions are reproduced below: 

Tom Beal: This recipient is a Resident Member of the Gardens’ Board of Directors where he serves 
on the Finance Committee, a member of the new Website Committee, a member of The Forum, a 
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member of the Wood Shop Committee and will be the Area Chair for the Harrison Cottages next 
year. 

Dale Bensko: The next recipient served as Co-Chair with his wife of the Christmas Package 
Distribution Committee (otherwise known as the Elves) for several years. He also is the Area Rep 
from Bonita/Taylor to CERT, a member of the Audio Visual Facilities Committee, and the 
Furniture Sales group at the Sales Room. In addition, he is a Member-At-Large on the Council, 
which means he is also member of the Special Needs Committee and the Budget Committee. 

Arthur Bode: Not many people are as engaged in committee work as this man. He Chairs the 
Excursion – Day Trips Committee and Co- Chairs the Photography – Events Committee. He is a 
member of the Amateur Radio Club, the Announcements Committee, the Theater Committee and 
the Computer Administration Committee and he also writes for the Green Leaf. And, like Dale 
Bensko, he is a Member-At-Large of the Council, so he sits on the Special Needs Committee and 
the Budget Committee. 

Laurie Graham: One of the great games we all played this year was brought to us by the next 
recipient. He is the Chair of the Displays Committee and has delighted us with a continuing series 
of “Guess Who” photographs of many of us in our younger years. And don’t forget that he also 
assembled a wonderful display of photos of WWII vets who are residents at the Gardens. 

Sharon Hightower: Not only is the next recipient a master quilter and, as such, a member of the 
Arts & Crafts Committee, but she also Chairs the Community Orientation Committee, is the C 
Building’s representative to the Buildings & Grounds Advisory Committee, a member of Gardeners 
on the Go and a member of the Board’s Strategic Planning/Futures Committee. 

Rob Kurtz: Another resident who contributes generously to our community and does so with quiet 
modesty is our next recipient. He is our Assistant Treasurer (soon to be Treasurer) of the Gardens 
Club, he Chairs both the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and the Computer 
Administration Committee, Co-Chairs the Banking Services Committee, represents the D Building 
on the Buildings and Grounds Advisory Committee and serves on the new Website Committee. 

Bob Lee: Remember the conversion of the Transportation Committee to Gardeners on the Go and 
the Transportation Fair that they sponsored? Well, the next recipient of an Accolade chairs that 
committee. But that’s just the beginning. He has also chaired the all-important Nominations 
Committee and the Genealogy Committee, and he serves on the Hearing Committee (where, as 
you heard during Mo’s Chat last week, he is experimenting with special hearing equipment for our 
dining room tables) , CERT, the Website Committee and as the “Balloon Man” on the Birthday 
Dinner Committee. 

Joan Presecan:  Not only is the next recipient the Co-Chair of the extraordinarily successful 
Employee Appreciation Fund that I mentioned earlier (and for that alone is worthy of an 
Accolade), but she is also the Area Chair for the C Building. And, for good measure, she is a 
member of CERT, the Education Scholarship Committee and the Health Services Committee. 

Bill Richards: He lives in Magnolia Grove, but his gracious good-humor and open friendliness is 
known campus wide. He is a strong advocate for Magnolia Grove and serves as its Area Chair on 
the Council and its representative on the Dining Services Committee. In addition, he assists 
Warren Wright in the Furniture Sales Room. 
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Ethel Rogers: For her service as Area Chair of the Bonita/Taylor cottages, her writing for the 
Green Leaf, her membership on the Conservation & Sustainability Committee and the Party 
Committee and her willingness to serve next year on the Nominations Committee. 

Don Robinson: Here’s a list of the many things the next recipient does: Chairs the Appreciation 
Party Committee, Chairs the Putting Committee, is the alternate Area Chair for the Terraces, and 
serves on CERT, the Film Committee and the Hearing Committee. 

[Inadvertently omitted during the meeting. Included here for completeness. 
Daryl Smith: She is a member of the Strategic Planning/Futures Committee, where her expertise 
in diversity issues was an important addition to that Committee. She is also a Member-At-Large of 
the Council, which, as I have said before, means she is also on the Special Needs Committee and 
the Budget Committee. And she serves as Treasurer of the BHT Areas.] 

Diane Stielstra: Our next recipient is the Co-Chair with her husband of the Book Review 
Committee, serves on Gardeners on the Go, The Forum, the Conservation & Sustainability 
Committee and has agreed to lend her expertise to the Website Committee. In addition, she has 
agreed to serve and has been elected to serve as your Vice President next year. 

Milt Wilson: Here’s another recipient with a long list of service to our community for which he 
deserves an Accolade: member of the Amateur Radio Club, CERT, the Audio/Visual Facilities 
Committee, The Forum, the Live Poets Society and Gardeners on the Go, as well as Secretary of 
the Bonita/Taylor/Harrison Areas. 

Ruth Abel: For her outstanding service as Co-Chair of the San Antonio Shop (sometimes known as 
the Gift Shop) where she manages the many volunteers, organizing them into Buyers, Task 
managers, Cashiers and Sales people, raising money for the Special Needs Fund and for her 
service as a member of CERT. 

• Recognition of Retiring Officers, Area Chairs, and Alternates (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked retiring officers, area chairs, and alternates to stand for recognition by 
the Club: 

From the Gardens Council officers: 
              President: Bill Wells 
  Secretary: Lynn  Bush 
  Treasurer: Barbara McDowell 

From the Committee on Nominations: 
  Bob Lee, Chair 
  Pat Bortscheller 
  Owen Keavney 
  Judy Rascon 

From our resident Board members: 
  (Bill Wells) 
  Royce Stutzman 
  Norma Wilson 

Retiring Area Chairs and Alternates: 
              A Bldg.: Bill Thomas – Chair 
                          Fred Maynard – Alt. 
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              C Bldg.: Joan Dick – Alt. 
              D Bldg.: Julie Howard – Co-Chair 
              Harrison: Ken Brown – Chair 
              Oak Tree Lodge: We lost our friend, Jean Motz – Chair 
              Magnolia Grove/Villas: Dave Harshman - Chair 

President Wells thanked the above for their service as did the Club with applause. 

• Installation of New and Continuing Area Chairs and Alternates (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked all new and continuing area chairs and alternates to stand for 
recognition and installation by the Club: 

  A Bldg.: Nan Maples – Chair 
               Sheila Kyster – Alt. 
            B Bldg.: Carole Harter – Cont. Chair 
                         Tom Blackburn – Cont. Alt. 
            C Bldg.: Joan Presecan – Cont. Chair 
                         Carol Gedeon – Alt. 
            D Bldg. (1): Joe Kelly – Cont. Chair 
                              Jackie Donin –  Alt. 
            D Bldg. (2): John Whiting – Chair 
                              Judy Whiting – Alt. 
              Fringe: Susan Moncrieff – Cont. Chair 
                          Linda Lewis – Cont. Alt. 
              Bonita/Taylor: Ethel Rogers – Cont. Chair 
                                    Roger Ginsburg – Cont. Alt. 
              Harrison: Tom Beal – Chair 
                             Carlynn Christian – Alt. 
              Terraces: Mel Butler – Cont. Chair 
                             Don Robinson – Cont. Alt. 
              Oak Tree Lodge: Alan Carlisle – Chair 
              Magnolia Grove/Villas: Bill Richards – Chair  

President Wells thanked the above for their willingness to serve this year as did the Club with 
applause. 

• Installation Members of the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee and the Committee on 
Nominations (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked the members of the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee and the 
Committee on Nominations to stand for recognition and installation by the Club: 

Building and Grounds Advisory Committee 

Barbara Bergman – Cont. Chair 
Peggy Verrill – Interiors Rep 
Martha Lewis – Cont. At Large  

And to the Committee on Nominations: 

Georgeann Andrus - New 
Sue Keavney– New 
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Becca Kurtz – Cont. 
Dick Newton – New 
Ethel Rogers – New 

President Wells thanked the above for their willingness to serve this year as did the Club with 
applause. 

• Installation of Council Officers and Members at Large (Bill Wells): 

Retiring President Bill Wells asked the Council officers and Members at Large to stand: 

Officers: 

  President: Bob Rogers 
  Vice President: Diane Stielstra 
  Secretary: Paula Vlasich 
  Treasurer: Rob Kurtz 
  Asst. Treasurer: John Gerardi 

Members at Large: 

  Dale Bensko 
  Arthur Bode 
  Daryl Smith  

Retiring President Wells congratulated the above and wished them the best as did the Club with 
applause.      

• Adjournment 

President Bill Wells then addressed the Gardens Club Annual Meeting as follows: 

 “We’ve accomplished a lot this morning, but, before we adjourn, I have two (2) 
reminders: 

 (1) our first Council meeting of the new Council year will be next Monday, February 
3rd at 9 a.m. right here.  

 (2) The Koffee Klatsch follows right here immediately after this meeting. So, stay in 
your seats and learn about some of our new residents.  

My term as President of the Gardens Club has come to an end. I want to thank all of you 
for your support and encouragement. I have learned a great deal about the operations and 
culture of the Gardens, but, as I said in my last letter, the best part of my job has been 
the opportunity to get to know so many of our staff and so many of you personally. I am 
very grateful. 

Now I have the honor and pleasure of passing the gavel to your new President, Bob 
Rogers.” 

New President Bob Rogers responded by thanking Bill Wells for his four years of service and 
reminding him he has one more as “Past President”. He then clarified that the traditional 
Founders Room Plaque with Presidents’ names had been enlarged and would find a new home in 
the remodeled Social Center. 
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President Bob Rogers adjourned the meeting at 9:50am.      

Next Council meeting:  Monday, February 3, 2020, at 9:00am in the Assembly.    
   

 of 11 11



New 2018 2019 2020

Committee Acct # Acct # Budget Budget Proposed

Announcements 1 102 35 35 35

Amateur Radio Club 3 101 1500 1500 500

Art Inventory 4 104 100 100 0

Arts and Crafts Center 5 105 1000 1000 1000

Audio/Video Facilities 6 106 1200 1200 1200

Banking Services 7 107 25 25 50

Bio Files 8 108 100 200 200

Birthday Dinners 9 109 600 700 700

Book Reviews 10 110 200 250 250

Bridge/Games 11 111 100 50 25

CERT 18 114 2500 1500 750

Christmas Pkg. Distribution 13 113 25 260 260

CLASP 12 165 2000 2000 2000

Community Orientation 14 115 40 40 40

Conservation & Sustainablity 21 117 1000 1000 1500

Cutting Gardens 25 132 1200 1000 1000

Dance 15 119 40 100 0

Discretionary 26 0 0 0

Display Cases 16 121 300 55 250

Diversity 17 122 500 500 500

Education - Scholarships 178 0 150

Excursion - Day Trips 54 126 0 0 300

Executive 20 299 900 900 1000

Film Committee 50 128 1000 1000 800

Forum, The 22 167 1400 1400 1600

Gallery Exhibits 23 129 800 800 800

Gardeners on the Go 54 130 0 200 200

Gardens Chorale 24 131 2200 2000 4000

Geneology 28 134 500 0 100

Great Decisions 29 135 0 600 600

Green Leaf 30 136 10800 10800 10800

Health Education Lectures 32 137 150 150 150

Hearing Resources 33 139 200 200 400

Horseshoes 34 140 350 150 75

Hospitality 35 141 800 800 950

Interfaith Chaplain Support 47 143 150 900 500

Interior 36 144 150 150 150

Kaffee Klatsch 37 146 85 85 85

Knitters 31 145 400 400 400

Library 38 147 9000 9000 10000

Lounge Flowers 41 150 200 0 0

Memorial 42 176 250 250 170

Model Trains 43 151 500 500 100

Music Programs 44 152 10000 10000 11000

Photography, Events 45 154 150 150 150

Putting Green 46 157 750 1000 1000

Resid. Holiday/Theme Parties 48 159 5000 5000 6000

Resident Interviews 49 160 200 150 150

Speakers Corner, The 27 163 500 500 500

Theatre Company 52 168 2000 2000 2000

Website 53 170 100 200 1000

Dining Services 177 0 0 100

Total (48) committees with budgets 61000 60800 65490

Approved by the Budget Committee, January 17. 2020

Gardens Club Budget 2020

ATTACHMENT 1




Gardens Club

Mt. San Antonio Gardens 

Annual Treasurer's Report Feb 1, 2019 through Jan 31, 2020

2/1/2019 1/31/2020

Account Beginning In Out Balance

   

General Operating Fund (1) $24,664.32 $47,693.44 $43,844.03 $28,513.73

Scholarship Fund (1) $634.00 $36,076.00 $36,789.00 -$79.00

Appreciation/Retirement Funds (2) $32,561.51 $478,247.00 $466,686.56 $44,121.95

Special Needs Fund (3) $64,599.27 $26,548.97 $13,352.64 $77,795.60

: 

Special Needs Fund, Int Max Acct. (3) $90,695.04 $35.09 $90,730.13

San Antonio Shop Operating Fund  (4)

as of December, 2019 $5,800.97 $39,038.39 $38,839.36 $6,000.00

Banking Services (5) $5,000.00 $5,000.00

Petty Cash: Stamps, Visual Aid, $740.00 $740.00

                     San Antonio Shop       

Total Assets $224,695.11 $627,638.89 $599,511.59 $252,822.41

Presented 1/27/2020 by Barbara McDowell, Treasurer

Distribution of above assets:

     (1) Chase Bank, Operating Account (includes Scholarship Fund) $28,434.73

     (2) Chase Bank, Appreciation/Retirement Fund Account $44,121.95

     (3) Bank of America, Special Needs Fund (2 accounts) $168,525.73

     (4) Pacific Western Bank, San Antonio Shop Balance 12/31/19 $6,000.00

     (5) JPMorgan Chase Bank, MSAG Banking Service Account (effective 6/14/11) $5,000.00

           Petty Cash Accounts:  Stamps $500   Visual Aid $100   San Antonio Shop $190Aid $50   San Antonio Shop $190 $740.00

Total Assets $252,822.41

ATTACHMENT 2



Beginning Balance 10/1/18 100,000.00 

FY19 Replacement Ice Machines (3) (6,070.00)    

FY19 MG - B Wing Window Film (28 panes) (2,540.00)    

FY19 E Bldg Window Film (7,050.00)    

FY19 B & C Bldgs Window Film (3,267.00)    

FY19 Terrace LED Ceiling Lights (Test unit) (2,550.00)    

FY19 Terrace LED Ceiling Lights (2 add'l  unit) (5,175.00)    

FY19 Controls for Central System (18,461.00)  

FY19 LED Strip Lighting - D Building cooridor (29,700.00)  

Sub-total completed projects (74,813.00)  

Payback for FY 2018/2019 3,311.10     
Payback for FY 2019/2020 Q1 6,625.77     

Sub-total amount reimbursed to fund 9,936.87     

Total Ending Balance 12/31/19 35,123.87   

Green Energy Fund
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, November 4, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council December 2, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Chuck Carpenter, Jim Likens, Norma Wilson, Royce Stutzman 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Dick, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Ken Brown, Mel 
Butler, Alan Carlisle, Bill Richards


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board Members, Louise Taylor and 
Jane Goodfellow. Louise joined our Board in 2015 and 
currently serves as Chair of the Board, the Executive and 
Nominating Committees. She also finds time to serve on the  
Strategic Planning/Futures Committee. Her background was 
in education in the roles of teacher, psychologist, assistant 
superintendent of schools, and superintendent of schools for 
the Monrovia School District. Jane Goodfellow also joined 
our Board in 2015. She currently serves on the Executive and 
Fund Development Committees and Chairs the Admissions 
Advisory Committee. Her background is in volunteer work. 
She spent 10 years on the Board of Pomona Valley Hospital 
Medical Center, serving two years as Chair. She spent four 
years chairing the Pomona Valley Hospital Foundation and 31 
years volunteering in the recover room. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the October 7, 2019 meeting were approved 
as posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

No report. 
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B Building (Carole Harter): 

B Building hosted a wonderful 90th birthday party yesterday 
for Paul Wild with lots of family and friends. The place is 
immaculate this morning. I don’t know how they did it.  

C Building (Joan Dick): 

We welcomed Pat and Bob Hauducoeur. And we had an open 
house for four of our residents. 

D Building (Joe Kelly): 

The D Building has welcomed David Brunner to the units on 
the first floor.  

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

The Fringe had a great party in October organized by Sarah 
Smizer. We called it a California Style Octoberfest. It 
featured Margaritas and lots of great Mexican food. 

Bonita/Taylor & Harrison/Taylor(Ken Brown): 

No report. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

All’s well in the Terraces. At our Quarterly Dinner, we had 
the pleasure of hearing Kathy and Michael Lamkin tell us 
about their twenty-three summers in Austria playing in, and 
conducting, an orchestra. 

Oak Tree Lodge (Alan  Carlisle): 

The Oak Tree Lodge continues to be a wonderful place to 
live. 

Magnolia Grove (Bill  Richards): 

The month ended with a bang! Halloween was a big success. 
It was hard to tell who had the most fun, the residents or the 
children. The staff were all great in their costumes. What a 
show!  

GREEN LEAF REPORT (Cathie Brown): 

We had a wonderful response to our issue on tobacco and 
smoking. We thought that was an interesting issue. And I 
would like again to send out an invitation to any of you who 
are interested in joining the staff. 
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ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith): 

Ms. Beith gave residents a “heads up” concerning her coming 
Chat. The approved capital budget for the year will be a 
focus. The year will be a busy one in terms of projects, and 
she wants residents to know more of the details. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

President Wells introduced the new “bar policy” which will be 
posted and require a vote of Council in December. The basic 
change is to eliminate the Bar Committee and turn 
management of The Bar over to Dining Services. He read the 
proposal as follows: 

 Regular operating hours for The Bar will be set by the Dining Room 

management in consultation with the Chair of the Committee on Committees. The 
Bar may not be open on evenings when there is a single seating meal, e.g. Birthday 
Night. A resident or group of residents may schedule special bar events open to all 
residents, but must first receive approval from Dining Room management. During all 
scheduled open hours, a bartender will be present. Residents are never permitted 
behind the bar. 
 The Bar will serve house wine and beer, plus drinks made from resident 
supplied liquor and a wide variety of house-supplied mixers. Resident supplied liquor 
may be stored in The Bar by the bartender. During non-open hours, ice and glasses 
will normally be available for resident supplied libations. 
 The television set will be under the control of the bartender. Only news 
broadcasts, sporting events and high-profile special events will be aired. The 
television will always be muted, and closed captioning will be permitted. 
 Residents and their guests may only order drinks in person at The Bar. 
Moderation and decorum are expected from all bar patrons. 

He also announced that Vice President Bob Rogers would be 
filling in for him at the December Council meeting, since he 
will not have returned from a family gathering in Austin, 
Texas. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Vice President Rogers introduced a Committee on Committees 
recommended change to the name and description of the 
Amateur Radio Club Committee: 

Amateur Radio Committee 

Any resident may become a member of the Committee. While the majority of the 
present members are licensed by the FCC to operate radios in the frequencies 
permitted by Government regulations, any person having an interest in amateur radio 
may join this group. The Committee is concerned with (1) the use of amateur radio 
for use in community emergencies such as are managed through the CERT 
(Community Emergency Response Team) Committee or as needed by authorized 
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members of the Gardens Administration, (2) group discussion of the principles and 
operation of radio transmission/reception equipment, (3) attendance at meetings of 
clubs and groups associated with amateur radio, and (4) assistance in the training of 
unlicensed personnel so that they can take the examinations to become licensed by 
the FCC. The Committee maintains a “Radio Shack” containing a multi-band medium-
power-level transceiver and many members have 5 to 8 watt hand-held HTs. The 
shack antenna is currently limited to the VHF/UHF frequencies, but this could be 
rather conveniently altered for use in the HF bands. Unlicensed committee members 
may participate in radio operations with the licensed members, but they must do so 
in compliance with the strict FCC regulations concerning such activities. Meetings are 
held at approximately one month intervals. 

President Wells called for a vote and the change was adopted 
by Council. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

Barbara McDowell called residents’ attention to two features 
of her published report and made one request of committee 
chairs: first, only $37,052.39 remains for committees during 
this fiscal year; second, nothing was taken from the 
Scholarship Fund during October but that will change in 
January; and third, it is time for committee chairs to submit 
budget requests for the next fiscal year. She would like those 
submissions by December 13th. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

Rob Kurtz said he had two items: First, collection of 
contributions for the Employee Appreciation/Retirement Fund 
continues. As of yesterday, the total collected was $405,138. 
This represents contributions from 374 residents or 
approximately 74%. As a point of reference, last year at this 
time, we had collected approximately $414,000, from 88% of 
residents. So, this year we are slightly behind the pace set 
last year. The deadline for this year’s contribution drive is 
November 16th. Meg Evans will have an additional report on 
this later. Second, The San Antonio Shop needs to update the 
authorized signers on its bank accounts at the Pacific Western 
Bank to reflect organizational changes since the last update. 
The Bank requires a resolution from the Gardens Club Council 
to make that change. He read the resolution which was then 
amended by Alice Lichti to add Joyce Roebuck. In its amended 
form, the resolution presented to Council was: 

Resolved that the following shall be authorized signers on the Gardens Club San 
Antonio Shop operating accounts at Pacific Western Bank, Claremont branch: Ruth 
Abel, Alice Lichti, Robert Kurtz, Barbara McDowell, Joyce Roebuck. 

President Wells called for a vote and the resolution, as 
amended, was adopted by Council. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Conservation and Sustainability(Jan Bush): 

Ms. Bush spoke as follows: 

I want to update the Gardens Council on residents’ efforts this past summer to help 
reduce peak energy demand.  Many, many residents turned their thermostats up or 
off during the peak afternoon hours.  They rearranged their habits for doing the 
laundry or plugging in electric carts and power chairs.  And they remembered to 
change their air conditioner before leaving for a trip or even for a few hours.  I was 
surprised and pleased by all the people who told me about their individual efforts to 
reduce energy waste. 

So how did we do?  Our consumption of electricity in the summer quarter (June-July-
August) decreased by 10.3% compared to the same period in 2018.  It is odd that our 
natural gas consumption for the same period was 3.2% higher this year compared to 
2018.  But, electricity is much more expensive than natural gas, so the overall energy 
cost savings was significant for the quarter. 

That said, September’s electricity bill was disappointing.  Total electricity (all 
meters) rose 10% and peak afternoon demand rose by 7%.  Our highest, or peak, 
electricity use was 989kW on Tuesday, September 3 between 4:00 and 4:15pm.  While 
there were 4 more days over 90º than last year, that’s not enough to justify the data. 

Residents’ personal actions saved energy as did two other programs.  Several 
investments made by the Green Fund came online during the summer to improve 
energy efficiencies on campus.  The Green Fund has so far committed $70,000.  The 
Administration budgeted $185,500 in this year’s Capital Budget for making our 
electricity and natural gas usage more efficient.  Their current project is beefing up 
attic insulation in several Pomona buildings. 

The newest energy news is that Southern California Edison (SCE), our electric utility, 
created new “time-of-use” periods for our rate plan.  SCE made these changes 
because energy is now less costly during the midday and more costly in the late 
afternoon and evening. The new, cheapest time to use appliances is from 8am to 4pm 
every day (Sunday through Saturday) between October 1 and June 1. The most 
expensive time is 4pm to 9pm, every day.  We are asking residents to make new 
habits for using appliances, laundry room, and air conditioners that avoid the new 
afternoon peak period of 4pm to 6pm every day, including weekends. 

Last, members will want to take advantage of the Fall Light Bulb Exchange on 
Wednesday, November 13 from 8:30am - 12:30pm in the Social Center main lounge.  
Residents are encouraged to bring in 2 old-style, energy-hog light bulbs from their 
personal lamps—but NOT from wall- or ceiling-mounted fixtures in their unit.  We’ll 
accept either incandescents or CFLs and give them 2 bright and efficient LED (light-
emitting diode) light bulbs.  Supply is limited to the first 150 residents, so plan to 
stop by early.  Organized by the Conservation & Sustainability Committee with 
support from the Special Needs Committee. 

Barbara Patch shared a concern about the thermostat in D-2 
Lounge being regularly lowered from its summer temperature 
of 76 degrees Fahrenheit. She pointed out that she and many 
others are uncomfortable in a room with that temperature. 

Page  of 5 8



Jan shared her openness to feedback but confessed that she 
had lowered the temperature thinking that in the winter a 
lower temperature was more economical and appropriate. 

Employee Appreciation Fund(Meg Evans): 

Ms. Evans noted that Rob had given the current contribution 
numbers. She added that reminders for those who have not 
yet contributed were placed in cubbies. The deadline for 
contributions is November 16th; and the celebration party, 
December 3.  

Resident Website(Dennis Vlasich): 

Mr. Vlasich spoke as follows: 

As you all know, our “Resident Website” was hacked and has been largely unavailable 
for over two months.  As was announced at the last Council meeting, the Website 
Committee and Administration have been working on a solution to bring it back up.  
I’m pleased to announce that we have agreed on a plan not only to bring the site 
back up, but to improve its functionality and usefulness as well.  We are going to put 
the new website on a Google G-Suite platform with will afford us a number of tools 
and features that should serve us well for many years to come.  Here are some of the 
guiding principles for the new website: 

It will be a dynamic site that will tap into existing systems and databases to reduce 
the redundancy in inaccuracy of the data it manages; 

It will be a responsive design so that it will work on your computer, tablet, or 
smartphone equally well; 

We want it to be a “one stop shop” so that you can get to any service or information 
without having to go to another site or URL; 

We want a simple and intuitive design to make it easy to find what you need; 

We want to provide short instructional video tutorials to help explain how to perform 
certain functions or navigate the site or systems to which it is connected. 

The Website Committee has met and has recommended this strategy to which 
Maureen and Amy have agreed and with which they are in full support.  We will be 
sending out a survey listing some of the planned features and functions for the new 
site to get a sense of what the majority of residents feel should be our priorities.  We 
also want to hear about any additional features residents would like to see on our 
site.  If any of you are interested in working with our Committee and have experience 
in web design, programming, or human engineering of computer system, we invite 
you to join our committee to work with us on the new site. 

The Forum(Cathie Brown): 

Ms. Brown invited residents to save November 15th for a 
Forum Presentation titled, Art and Architecture at Mid 
Century. David Shearer, President of Claremont Heritage 
Foundation, will be the speaker. She also alerted residents to 
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three showings of a documentary film titled, Art and 
Architecture at Mid Century, on November 14th at 10:00am, 
2:00pm, and 7:00pm on Channel 8. The film is provided as 
preparation for the speaker. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Vice President Rogers thanked residents for their responses to 
the questionnaire regarding committee membership next year, 
but noted that a few had neglected to include their name or 
address, so their names will not appear on the committee 
roster and some remedial action will be necessary. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Music Committee (Frankie Nobert): 

Ms. Nobert noted that on Saturday at 2:00pm in the Assembly, 
Con Gioia, an early music ensemble, will appear in open 
rehearsal. An open rehearsal means that you may come and go 
as you please. They are rehearsing for a performance in 
Pasadena on Sunday. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

President Wells reiterated the call for committee budget 
requests and suggested consultation of the Committee Chair 
and Area Chair Handbooks for those new to their roles. Both 
are available on line or from him. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:36am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 
2,  2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, October 7, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council November 4, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Tom Beal, Chuck Carpenter, Jim Likens, Norma Wilson, 
Royce Stutzman 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Dick, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Mel Butler, Bill 
Richards


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board Member, Dr. Timothy 
Dauwalder. Dr. Dauwalder is Board Certified in hospice and 
palliative medicine as well as family medicine. He serves on 
the Gardens Health Services Committee, joining the Board in 
2015. He also serves as the medical director for numerous 
hospices and palliative care facilities in Southern California, 
as faculty member of local medical schools, and as palliative 
care consultant at local hospitals and clinics. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the September 3, 2019 meeting were 
approved as posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

Two members of the A Building family have changed address: 
Fred Maynard and Joanne Arnold. We will miss them. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

No report.  
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C Building (Joan Dick): 

Four of our homes will be open for an open house this 
month. And we continue to have our classic movies on 
Thursday night in our lounge. Everyone is welcome to join 
us. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

We welcomed two new residents to the D Building: Sara 
Hayes (Second Floor) and John Gerardi from the Fringe.  

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

No report. 

Bonita/Taylor & Harrison/Taylor(Ethel Rogers): 

We had a delightful home tour Friday organized by Lee 
Jackman. We visited five beautiful homes: those of Margie 
and Tom Beal, Sharron Bentley, Chris Irons and Jim Likens, 
Rita and Hank Krieger, and Paula Pitzer. Then over 50 of us 
met at the home of Barbara Bergman and Daryl Smith for 
refreshments before going to dinner at our BHT tables in the 
dining room. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

No report. 

Magnolia Grove (Bill  Richards): 

Magnolia Grove and the Villas are already anticipating the 
annual Foothill Country Day School “trick or treat”. 
Excitement is building. 

GREEN LEAF REPORT (Cathie Brown): 

Thank you for your enthusiastic response to our “trees on 
campus” issue. We were very proud of it. I would also like to 
invite any new members of the community who write to be in 
touch with me regarding membership on our staff. We always 
welcome new members. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith): 

Ms. Beith had a few brief items. She reported that “today” 
maintenance was to begin installing security cameras. Old 
cameras would be replaced but about 20 new cameras would 
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be added. The Nominating Committee of the Board is 
continuing to work, receiving mostly affirmative responses, so 
their work should conclude in about a month. And this week, 
as she does every year, Ms. Beith will meet with all 
employees. Part of that meeting will be an invitation to begin 
using the Wellness Center, so residents may begin seeing 
employees there during workouts. Feedback is welcome if 
there are issues. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano): 

Ms. Atilano spoke first about Best Life Memory Care Initiative, 
which is part of the Gardens Strategic Plan and has three 
parts. The first part began in August. It consists of monthly 
ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) calls 
from twelve other Green House organizations. On those calls 
issues and insights are shared, case studies reviewed, and 
commentary from a panel of experts on memory care 
considered. Particularly useful has been the membership on 
that panel of a person with early dementia. The second part is 
“Embodied Labs”. It uses instrumentation to create virtual 
reality so that individuals can experience what it is like to live 
with memory impairment. Embodied Labs will be rolled out 
this month in the Memory Care Unit. The last part is 
specialized training, which will begin in a couple of months on 
our campus, conducted by a Green House specialist. 

She then offered several reminders: on October 26th, from 
9:00-12:00, is the Health and Brown Bag Event. Keck 
pharmacy students will be available for consultation and the 
administration of flu vaccine; PA students and faculty from 
Western University will provide health screening; and PT 
students will do balance and mobility testing. On October 
17th, from 10:30-12:00, Inter Valley Health Plan members can 
receive flu vaccine. On October 30th, from 8:30-11:00, all 
MSAG residents can receive the vaccine. And finally, on 
October 17th at 10:17, our disaster drill will occur as part of 
the Great Shake Out. 

Ms Beith interjected that on the same day as our disaster 
drill, The Road Ahead will occur. Attendees will be arriving at 
about the same time as the drill. Frank Salas has therefore 
been asked not to have any “bloody bodies” in the Social 
Center. The conflict, Ms. Beith feels, can be navigated, but 
she wanted us to know. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

President Wells said he had only two brief items. Responding 
to feedback from a number of people, he reminded residents 
that answering social phone calls on cell phones in the Dining 
Room during meals is not appropriate. Cell phones can be 
brought to the Dining Room, but should be muted or put in 
“airplane” mode. Also, the Gardens is having a Halloween 
Party at the end of the month. Reservations are required, and 
because of the Party’s popularity, should be made early. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Vice President Rogers emphasized the unique role which 
committees play in our life together. Later this month, he will 
be sending out a form to identify committee preferences for 
next year. Residents’ thoughtful completion of the form is 
vital to the work of the Gardens Council. All residents are 
encouraged to respond. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

Barbara McDowell called residents’ attention to several 
features of her published report: this past month the Gardens 
spent a lot of money. The balance is what we have left for all 
committees for the remainder of the fiscal year. The 
Scholarship Fund spent $22,428. A poster is in the Social 
Center showing all the recipients for this semester. Rob will 
comment on the Appreciation Fund. Otherwise the published 
report more or less speaks for itself. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

Rob Kurtz shared that, one month in, 51% of residents have 
contributed a total of $301,268. He expressed thanks to those 
who have contributed and urged others to do so soon. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Employee Appreciation Fund(Meg Evans): 

Ms. Evans said her report was a bit redundant since Rob had 
just given the numbers: 51% and $301,268. She noted that the 
Fund’s goal this year was $350,000 but they were hoping for 
more. Envelopes would be placed in the cubbies that 
afternoon. 

AV Committee(David Reger): 
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Mr. Reger gave an impassioned plea for more happy faces in 
the Booth (i.e., more members of the AV Committee). He 
noted that members were aging out. He extolled the joy of 
serving. The only qualification was facility with a cell phone 
or TiVo. Training would take care of the rest. 

The Forum(Cathie Brown): 

Ms. Brown announced two programs: on October 14th at 
10:30am in the Assembly, Ada Gates’s Brother, Arthur 
Houghton, will speak to the Gardens about returning an 
Iranian national treasure to Iran. On October 23rd, Virginia 
Morell, our popular speaker on animal cognition, will try to 
answer the question “Can Animals Talk?” 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Cathie Brown asked about the resident website, which has 
been down. She noted that Channel 6 was continuing to advise 
residents to avoid using it. Bob Rogers responded that so far 
as he knew it was operational. The only new glitch was that 
logging off was still “hacked” and that the way to end a 
session was simply to exit the browser page. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Music Committee (Frankie Nobert): 

Ms. Nobert invited residents to the Music Committee Program, 
Friday, October 11, at 7:00pm in the Assembly, featuring Trio 
Celeste. She noted that they are one of the finest ensembles 
of their kind in Southern California. The program will include 
selections by Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Jan Bush shared her unhappiness with the loss of the Resident 
Website and the lack of redundant access to the Calendar and 
Directories. She noted that Gardens Committee work has 
become dependent upon both. She invited the Executive 
Committee of the Gardens Council to explore a way to provide 
access to the Calendar and Directories when the Website is 
not available. President Wells shared his own frustration with 
the “black out”, but his belief that the Website Committee 
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and Administration are working diligently to assure that 
similar problems do not occur in the future. Ms. Bush 
reiterated that her call was for a redundant system. President 
Wells said he understood. 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:23am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, November 
4,  2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council October 7, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Tom Beal, Chuck Carpenter, Jim Likens, Norma Wilson, 
Royce Stutzman 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Presecan, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Ken Brown, Mel 
Butler, Jean Motz, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board Member, Joan Anderson Dym. 
Joan began her service on our Board in 2014. She currently 
serves as the secretary of the Board which means she is also 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Board. And, in 
addition, she serves as a member of the Finance Committee. 
Joan got her undergraduate degree from Pitzer College, got 
her Masters from Johns Hopkins, and completed the 
executive management program at Claremont Graduate 
University. She has been around Claremont for a long time. 
Among her other activities she founded and became 
Executive Director of the Southern California Water 
Commission, which is currently the leading forum for water 
policy in Southern California. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the July 1, 2019 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 
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Betty Naylor, Carolyn Prestwich, Pat Olson hosted a party for 
the A Building at the end of July. We enjoyed pizza, beer, 
wine, idyl chatter, and croquet. Danielle Haskell has joined 
the A Building and we welcome her. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

We welcomed Sally Monastiere to the B Building.  

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

C Building would like to invite residents to walk thru our 
circle. The crepe myrtle, right now, are absolutely 
magnificent. We are grateful to maintenance for helping 
keep them that way. Also, we have a new resident, Edna 
Springfield. And I should mention, we have a movie night 
every week, Thursday’s at 7:00pm. You are welcome to join 
us then also. 

D Building (Joe Kelly): 

The D Building has welcomed six new residents: Ron and 
Carolyn Ross; Paula and Dennis Vlasich; Sandi Shannon and 
Kathy Fehrn. Other than that, we have just been trying to 
stay cool in the hot weather. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

No report. 

Bonita/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

We have new residents, John and Ellen Townsend in 897 
West Bonita, Sharron Bentley in 882 West Harrison, and Larry 
and Roberta Dumas in 891 West Bonita. On August 16 we had 
a great party. Jack Forest demonstrated salsa and margarita 
making which we then consumed in the Gallery as part of 
our BHT. 

Harrison/Taylor (Ken Brown): 

No report really. I would like to thank Ethel Rogers for 
standing in this past six weeks. I did a lot of things and had a 
great time, but am glad to be back. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

The Terraces were pleased to welcome Verona McCutcheon, 
Diane Stielstra and Donn Fry, and Margaret and Sam 
Yamashita. We have nothing else to report. 
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Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

We welcomed three new residents: Brad Blaine, Nancy 
Niemeier and Kate Schwarzenbach. We had a wonderful 
summer at the Lodge: party, party, party. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

Magnolia Grove continued to be a community within itself. 
The men’s group meets once a month and we had a 97 year 
old visitor from the Villas. 

GREEN LEAF REPORT (Cathie Brown): 

I wanted to thank residents for their support of the Green 
Leaf. It always makes the staff and writers feel really good 
when they make nice comments. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith) 

Ms. Beith first advised residents of a pendant check in 
September. Each will be invited to the Social Center and 
asked to press their pendant so battery level and other 
features can be verified. 

Responding to questions from the budget meeting last week, 
she clarified that there is a difference between the number of 
employees and the number of “full time equivalents”. The 
Gardens is currently increasing the number of on-call 
employees so that absences can be met without overtime, but 
the number of “full time equivalents” will remain virtually the 
same. 

She also clarified that she is very much in favor of minimum 
wage increases. She was afraid that the tone of the budget 
meeting was beginning to sound like a lament. 
Administration’s  focus on meeting requirements while 
minimizing costs completely disguised personal philosophies. A 
living wage is a good goal. 

In that same vein, she was concerned that she may have come 
off as someone who resents government regulation. In the 
budget discussion, skilled nursing requirements were 
characterized as burdensome. And they are, but she welcomes 
the government setting standards even if they are hard to 
meet and sometimes seem “nutty”. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

President Wells summarized the process needed to amend the 
bylaws with respect to a change in the language governing the 
Committee on Nominations (Article 3, Section 1). He had 
described that change in the July meeting of Council and had 
published the proposed change along with the current 
language at least two weeks prior to this, the September, 
meeting of Council. There were no questions about the 
amendment and so he brought the issue to a vote. The 
amendment passed without dissent (Council and all residents 
in attendance voting) and will govern future work by the 
Committee on Nominations. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Vice President Rogers reviewed the history and rationale for 
separating the resident website from the main Gardens 
website. In brief, it is to increase security for resident’s 
personal data while at the same time allowing normal 
Garden’s marketing and development activity. A new web 
hosting company was hired for the resident site necessitating 
transfer of a large volume of data, hence the delay. But the 
new site is now up and running. The usual login will be 
supported thru January or February of 2020, but individual 
resident logins will begin receiving support within the next 
couple of weeks. Individual emails will provide residents with 
a username and information on setting up a password. 
Concerns about security of the site should be directed to the 
“webmaster”, i.e., Bob Rogers, not the Gardens. Vice 
President Rogers is satisfied that the site is secure after 
attempting unsuccessfully to break in. But it is up to residents 
to keep it that way by carefully stewarding their login Id’s and 
passwords. In response to a question from John Nelson, he 
clarified that the Garden’s Calendar will be on a separate 
site, not the resident site or the Garden’s site, and may 
require a password for login (i.e., it is also secure). We are 
trying to avoid the password if possible. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

Barbara McDowell called residents’ attention to several 
features of her published report: there was more money going 
out of the general operating fund than was coming in, and 
that trend will continue for the rest of the year; with regard 
to the Special Needs Fund, there was a lot more going in than 
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out because the sales room had very good sales this summer; 
the San Antonio Shop is still in the green; so, on balance, the 
Garden’s Club is doing quite well, which includes the 
restricted corporate funds reported on the back of the report. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

No report.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Special Needs Committee (Arthur Bode): 

The Special Needs Committee acts as a safety net providing 
funds for community projects which would not otherwise be 
possible. Kate Stover is the chair of that Committee. She has 
asked me to report that at their July 15th meeting the Special 
Needs Committee approved a request for funds from the 
Interview Committee to cover their expenses for the Tribute 
to WWII Veterans held here on May 10, 2019. The amount was 
for $788.16. As this grant is under $1000, it does not require 
Council’s approval and is for Council’s information only. 

Building and Grounds (Barbara Bergmann): 

I have a very brief report on the Social Center Survey, that 
everyone very enthusiastically participated in. We have a 
subcommittee which read each of the responses and created a 
summary which will be the subject of our next Committee 
meeting. No action has been taken yet. I would boil down the 
recommendations into three “C’s”: comfort, comfort, comfort 
— comfortable chairs for all sized bodies; a comfortable 
environment; and a comfortable setting in which to 
“rearrange the furniture”. Residents clearly do not want the 
Social Center to look like a hotel lobby, but want it to be 
welcoming, draw people in, and be warm and hospitable. 
Maureen is discussing space needs and interviewing designers. 
So decisions about reconfiguration will be coming, but not 
yet. Thanks again to all the residents who participated in the 
Survey. 

Employee Appreciation Fund(Joan Presecan): 

Ms. Presecan articulated the rationale for the Employee 
Appreciation Fund and urged all Gardeners to participate. 
Contributions will be requested by cubby starting September 
4, Wednesday. The goal, as articulated by the Green Leaf, is 
$350,000. Last year, however, $440,000 was raised and of 
course it would be nice to do it again, or even better. 
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Members of the Committee will be available at Area meetings 
to answer questions and keep residents updated on progress. 
Our average gift last year was over $1000 but it is more 
important that everyone participate. If you can make a 
contribution now, please do so. Early contributions simplify 
the work of the Committee. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Pet Photographs (Paula Hui): 

This is an update on the pet photo gallery. We now have about 
20 pets and owners posted. The gallery is accessible from the 
resident website (login->biographies & photos->pets gallery). 
This has really been a joint effort between our webmaster and 
chief hacker, Bob Rogers, and members of the Photography 
Committee. So I especially want to thank them: Arthur Bode, 
Ada Mok, and Nora Butler in addition to Bob. You can still 
participate. I have the form. You fill it out, describing the 
kind of pet you have, and we pass it to one of the 
photographers. This is quite an opportunity for your pet. 
Freddy Mitescu was posted on the site in July and you will 
note last week in Maureen’s chat he appeared in a walk-on 
cameo as part of the Alzheimers “video”.  

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

President Wells mentioned that there had been a Coyote 
sighting close to the F Building this morning. He urged pet 
owners to take care. 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:35am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, October 7,  
2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, July 1, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council September 3, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Tom Beal, Chuck Carpenter, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Dick, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Ken Brown, Mel 
Butler, Jean Motz, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board Member, Robin Aspinall. Robin 
began her service on the Board in 2015. She currently serves 
as a member of the Investment Committee and the Audit 
Committee but in addition chairs the all important Finance 
Committee. Her community activities have included service 
on the Planning Commission of the City of Upland and on the 
advisory council of Emeriti Retirement Health Solutions. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the June 3, 2019 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

No report. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

No report.  

C Building (Joan Dick): 
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We welcomed Roberta and Larry Dumas for a short time 
before their move to the cottages. Elsie Steimer has also 
moved. We have had our first social, where we are sharing 
our movies on the TV in the lounge. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

Happily, the D Building remains – standing.  Work has started 
to replace the hallway fluorescent lighting with LED strips.  
It's estimated that the payback of this Green Fund project 
will take about 2 years and continue to provide savings of 
about $15,000 per year. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

Our thanks to Sarah Smizer who organized a great pizza 
party last Thursday. It was very well attended and everyone 
seemed to have a great time. 

Bonita/Harrison/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

No report. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

Nothing to report for the month. But we are looking forward 
to the evening of July 4th when we have grandstand views 
up on our balcony of all surrounding fireworks from Chino to 
Pomona, and Claremont to San Dimas. All Gardeners are 
invited. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

Everything is fine at the Lodge. We had 12 reservations for 
our “95 luncheon”. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

Do you have a friend at Magnolia Grove? If so remember this 
name: Mathew Stone. He entertained a standing room only 
crowd for an hour of pure nostalgia. His voice and piano 
come to us twice a month. So if you have a friend at 
Magnolia Grove, visit with your friend but plan to be in our 
activity room when Music with Mathew comes to life. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith) 
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I wanted to give you a date ahead of time, Wednesday August 
28 at 11:00am, when we will present the 2020 Gardens’ 
budget. In response to questions about the waiting list, I 
brought some numbers: applications in process, nine couples 
and seven singles; applications approved, six couples and 
three singles; waiting list, 26 couples and 36 singles; deferred 
entry, six couples and two singles.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

President Wells called on Linda Callaway for a report on 
Fourth of July preparations. She read the following: 

We are ready for the July 4 Parade.  What fun is this, real Fireworks. 

The theme of our group in the Parade is Abe said it all. 

The Super Star of the parade is Chuck Carpenter portraying Abe Lincoln. 

Other Stars are Barbara Leochner and Amalia Shebby who have 
decorated signs displaying quotes from Abraham Lincoln. 

There are 31 people and HugoDog who have given ideas, guided me on 
this assignment and are walking, decorating floats, riding in vehicles, 
and traveling with Ken Deal in the large cart borrowed from Oak Tree 
Lodge.  Thank you, Ken. 

Thank you to David Bruner offering to use his 1933 Auburn and his son-in-
law, who is driving. Shout out to Jack Edwards, whose grandson is 
helping shift gears.  

Thank you to John and Judy Whiting who have agreed to drive their 
beautiful tiny red car. 

July 4 Parade Decoration Party will be at the Koi Pond at 9:00 a.m. 

At 9:00 on July 4, many of us will be decorating vehicles, people and 
dog.  Please join us, we would love to have help.  Also, this is a fun and 
wild group.  If you are new, as the Whitings are, just JUMP in and meet 
new people!  The Whitings can teach you how! 

Depart Time for the trip to Parade Grounds: 

We will be leaving MSAG at 2:10 sharp to arrange ourselves on Harvard 
Avenue, Spot 28.  The Parade will begin at 3:00 p.m.  We believe the 
return trip will take us to the corner of Mountain and Harrison one hour 
and fifteen minutes later.  

President Wells noted the unhappiness of the past three Chairs 
of the Committee on Nominations with the By Law governing 
that Committee. Bob Lee, Bob Rodgers, and President Wells 
are attempting to rewrite that By Law. A two thirds vote of 
Gardens residents is required for adoption. The old and 
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proposed new version of the By Law need to be posted side by 
side two weeks prior to that vote. Council anticipates that 
process will occur in conjunction with the September or 
October meeting. For now, just a heads up. 

President Wells thanked the many residents who expressed 
concern and offered assistance following the fire in his 
cottage last week. He reiterated the lessons learned, first 
articulated by Maureen in her Chat: (1) Be sure you have a 
fire extinguisher and know how to use it; (2) 911 can be called 
directly in an emergency — it is not necessary to use the fire 
alarm system exclusively, which works well, but adds some 
delay; (3) renters insurance really is a requirement. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

No report. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

Barbara McDowell called residents’ attention to several 
features of her published report: checks for three 
scholarships were written totaling $1,100; $200 was received 
for the Appreciation/Retirement Funds; the San Antonio 
Shop looks to be in good shape; and, otherwise, everything 
seems to be going just fine. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

No report.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Green Fund (Sam Tanenbaum): 

Sam Tanenbaum recounted the six month history of the 
Green Fund but broadened his focus to include general 
measures for saving energy at the Gardens. He first thanked 
the Green Fund Team: Dale Bensko, Ellen Heymann, and 
Kate Stover, as residents; Jason Gonzales, Will Levitt, and 
Patricia Williams, as staff; and Troy Hansgen, as outside 
consultant. He also thanked the Conservation and 
Sustainability Committee and the Special Needs Committee 
for their support of the Green Fund. 
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Over the past six months there has been a 7.3% reduction in 
electricity use at the Gardens resulting in a saving of 
$27,000. Contributing to this reduction were the following 
changes: 

• Replaced about 2200 T-8 fluorescent tubes with LED tubes 

• Installed NEST-E thermostats 

• Replaced 6 ice machines—3 using Green Fund 

• Insulating Cottages that are refurbished 

• Replacing old, inefficient air conditioners 

• Installing Window Film in various locations—using Green Fund 

• Installing variable frequency motors when appropriate 

• Installing LED ceiling fixtures in refurbished Terrace units--using 
Green Fund 

• Adding Timers and Sensors for some lighting 

Still to be completed, the following changes, in addition to 
those above, should more than double the amount saved by 
the end of the year: 

• LED Strip Lighting in D Building Corridors using Green Fund 

• Controls for air handlers in Dining/Assembly area using Green Fund 

• Installing a more efficient pool pump 

• Installing timers for charging scooters and power wheel chairs 

For the next fiscal year the following projects are planned, 
some large, some small: 

• Insulate several of the large buildings 

• Install a Campus-Wide Energy Monitoring System 

• Continue to  

- insulate refurbished cottages,  

- Install variable frequency motors,  

- install more efficient LED lighting, and 

- encourage residents and staff to use energy wisely! 

In financial terms, the Green Fund has spent or committed 
$70,301 with an estimated annual savings of $35,900. 
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$25,645 will come back to the Fund to restore its capacity 
for new projects. The Gardens itself, with a focus on large 
capital projects, continues to make significant contributions 
to energy efficiency and may well find its way to installing a 
large solar array that will not only help the environment but 
save even more money. 

A poster, designed by Joe Kelly, will be appearing this 
summer to encourage Gardeners to save energy by making 
small changes in their behavior. He highlighted three things 
that Gardeners can do: (1) Use appliances or charge go carts 
on weekends and avoid using them from 12:00pm to 6:00pm 
weekdays; (2) turn things off when they go on vacation 
especially air conditioning; (3) avoid using anything which 
draws electric current between 3:00pm and 5:00pm on the 
hottest days to reduce “peak demand” — a factor 
significantly affecting what the Gardens pays for electricity 
throughout the year.  

Conservation and Sustainability (Jan Bush): 

Jan Bush thanked Sam Tanenbaum for his leadership on 
energy conservation and celebrated where the Gardens now 
finds itself. 

She also alerted residents to new tree identification signs 
along the campus One-mile Walking Path.  One hundred 
sixteen new, anodized aluminum signs replace metal labels 
that were installed 10 to 25 years ago.  Two C&S committee 
members, Ethel Rogers and Susan Moncrieff, volunteered 
dozens of hours each to select trees, check lists and more 
recently, locate and mount the signs.  They coordinated the 
placement of the new signs with Will Levitt whose Grounds 
staff were both quick and patient during the installation 
process.  The Special Needs Committee contributed half the 
project’s $1,600 cost. The Conservation & Sustainability 
Committee is grateful for all of the support the project 
received from Susan, Ethel, Will and the Special Needs 
Committee.  We hope this new labeling system will provide 
many years of service. 

She then invited residents to attend a presentation by Dan 
Domonoske on Wednesday, July 24 at 7pm in the Gallery. 
Dan has worked in the recycling industry for decades and 
even talked here at the Gardens in the past.  This trip, he 
will tell us about the industry’s gyrations in a talk titled, 
Recycling 2.0: California Responds to China’s Regulatory 
Changes. 
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And finally she reminded residents that new, reusable Green 
Boxes will be available on Monday, July 8. They will replace 
the single-use, 9-inch clamshell boxes that sit above the 
Buffet.  Green Boxes are free and everyone who takes food 
home is welcome to use one.  The one BIG rule is, ‘Bring the 
Green Box back at your next meal.’  Since we have a limited 
supply, we depend on each other to remember to bring 
them back so they can be cleaned, sanitized and reused by 
another resident. 

Diversity Committee(Bob Rogers): 

Bob Rogers paid tribute to the long service of Bette Corner 
on the Diversity Committee and acknowledged that she no 
longer would serve as Chair. 

Library Committee (Bob Tranquada): 

Bob Tranquada reported that the Committee had delivered 
at least 500 books to the Pomona Public Library. He urged 
residents to keep books coming. Collection boxes live under 
the table in front of the Gardens’ library. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

President Wells called attention to the NOW article which 
explained a new procedure for gaining access to videos of 
Gardens events. The key was logging in to vimeo.com/
showcase/msag and using the password msag101. Bob Rogers 
added that a link to that website would be up on our 
resident website under Resident Handbook Information. 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:32am. 
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NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 3,  2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, June 3, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council July 1, 2019 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Tom Beal, Chuck Carpenter, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Presecan, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Ken Brown, Mel 
Butler, Jean Motz, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board Chairperson, Louise Taylor. Ms. 
Taylor joined the Board in 2015. As chair of the Board she is 
also chair of the Executive Committee. She also serves on 
the Strategic Planning Committee. Her background is in 
education where she was a teacher, psychologist, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools and then Superintended of 
Schools in the Monrovia Unified School District. She currently 
serves as the Assistant Executive Director of the School 
Employers Association of California which represents school 
districts in labor negotiations.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the May 6, 2019 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

We have one new resident moving in this month. Her name 
is Linda Collins and she is in A-8. Please welcome her if you 
see her. 

Page �  of �1 7



B Building (Carole Harter): 

B Building had an exciting margarita party Saturday night. 
Gus Diesslin returned and was joined by Connie Black’s son 
on guitar.  

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

“June is busting out all over”. Come see the “secret 
garden”. Raul in maintenance takes real pride in 
maintaining it. Take the back road behind the Fringe and 
then the cut in the bushes. One way in; one way out.   

D Building (Joe Kelly): 

No report. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

No report. 

Bonita/Harrison/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

John and Ellen Townsend are moving to Bonita 897 on August 
9. Larry and Roberta Dumas are moving to Bonita 891 on July 
26. And since this is the third of the month, tonight is the 
BHT dinner. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

The Terraces enjoyed a dinner in the Gallery in May with an 
interesting interview with one of Bill Elhai’s sons, Robert, 
who flew in from his home in Minneapolis. He is a composer 
and arranger for stage and movies, including “Lion King”. 
The Terraces were sad to hear of the passing of long time 
Choral Director John Tate. We are looking forward to our 
new “Terracites” moving in in August. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

The Lodge is doing very well with Russel and Barbara 
Heywood, Betty Reynolds, Jack Miller and Barbara, and Ces 
Carvalho coming to the Lodge D addition. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

A few residents of Magnolia Grove were over at Foothill 
Country Day School as special guests of their Spring Fling. 

 I was asked by an Independent living Gardener to support my 
somewhat rosy picture of living in Magnolia Grove. I do not 
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mean to ignore the serious nature of each person’s health. I 
certainly am aware of my own tenuous hold on life, but I was 
trying to offer a small portion of the reality on the plus side 
of our care to place along side the reality of our lives. For 
your consideration, here are the perks of living in Magnolia 
Grove, the skilled nursing unit of Mount San Antonio Gardens: 
1. A private gym with trained therapists giving individualized 
therapy seven day a week. (Available only to Magnolia Grove 
residents.) 
2. A private large hot bath twice a week. Drying with hot 
towels.  
3. Meals delivered directly to your room with no extra 
charge.  
4. Available program staff leading activities as requested by 
Gardeners.  
5. 24 hour room service.  
6. Distribution of medication by a licensed nurse. No more 
fear of your own mistakes. 
7. Clothes laundered free. Bed made every morning. 
My report at last month’s Council was intended to make it 
easier to consider Magnolia Grove when one is facing such a 
decision. 

GREEN LEAF REPORT: 

Cathie Brown shared that the Green Leaf had received 
compliments on their D-day issue. But today she particularly 
wanted to request that all committee members or others 
responsible for events submit their announcements to Arthur 
Bode, who is in charge of the calendar, and a copy to her. 
Arthur’s email is artbode@gmail.com. Notices need to be 
received two months prior to the event (e.g., the notice for 
an August event would need to be submitted before the end 
of June). 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith) 

No report. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano)  

Lisa Atilano reported that the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services recently revised their “five-star” rating 
system. They increased the number of “quality” measures 
and made more stringent staffing requirements. 

Page �  of �3 7

mailto:artbode@gmail.com


Nonetheless, she was happy to report, the Gardens 
continues to receive a five star rating. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

Bill Wells announced Linda Callaway as the new coordinator 
of the Gardens 4th of July Claremont Parade activities. 

He also announced that the results of the Gardens Board 
retreat, focusing on the D Building retrofit and the Strategic 
Plan, will be forthcoming in the next couple of weeks. 

With respect to how long to hold residences for Gardeners 
who have been displaced by injury or illness — an issue 
raised by Maureen at the last Council meeting — he asked 
area chairs to discuss the issue with their members during 
next week’s area meetings. Two committees of the Board, 
Health Services and Finance, as well as Administration, 
would welcome Gardener input. Maureen will attend the 
June Committee on Committees meeting to hear the results. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Bob Rogers thanked Arthur Bode for his coordination of the 
day trip to the Norton Simon Museum, which came off 
without a hitch, to the great satisfaction of participants. 

He also introduced a revised policy for attire in the dining 
room. It was discussed first by the Committee on 
Committees, was then raised at area meetings, and finally 
approved by dining services and administration. The new 
policy reads: “Attire for Residents and Their Guests: It is 
suggested the diners dress appropriately for the occasion, 
the time of day, and the weather, and with respect for their 
fellow diners.” He noted the diversity of prospective diners, 
from the very young to the old and significantly impaired, 
and urged resident tolerance in responding to their choices 
of attire. 

[President Bill Wells noted that the proposed policy came as 
a motion and asked for a vote of Council. The revised attire 
policy was adopted.] 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 
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Barbara McDowell invited residents to look at the Treasurer’s 
Report provided. She explained that the increased outflow 
from the General Operating Fund occurred because of choir 
expenses, an expansion of the Green Leaf, and library 
expenses. Other items, she felt, were as expected from 
previous months, but questions from residents were 
welcome. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

No report.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Conservation and Sustainability (Jan Bush): 

Jan Bush alerted Gardeners to the change which occurs in 
electricity rates every summer and offered several 
alternatives, developed by her Committee, to those 
interested in helping minimize the cost of that change to 
the Gardens. Specifically, her Committee recommends: 
1. Cut our electrical use between 3pm and 5pm, the 
predictable “Peak Hours” on hot summer days.  
2. Run our appliances (washer, dryer, chargers for golf carts, 
etc.) before Noon or after 6pm.  
3. Remember the lowest electrical rate is 11pm to 8am and 
ALL WEEKEND. 
She shared an example from last summer where peak 
demand for the month was reached on a weekday between 
4:15pm and 4:30pm and cost the Gardens $76,000 rather 
than the more usual $43,000. She anticipated there would 
be questions and passed off to Sam Tanenbaum, one of the 
architects of the recommendations, to answer them. 

In response to a question about ceiling fans, Sam said there 
is no comparison with air conditioning. They are more 
efficient and use far less energy. Also in response to a 
question about washers and driers, he shared that most of 
our driers are gas, so that changes in the washing schedule 
reduces cost from the washer, not the drier. In response to 
Cathie Brown’s question about peak demand charging, he 
explained that the utilities have to have sufficient 
equipment on line when a peak demand occurs, causing 
higher costs to them, so that customers who cause the peak 
demand, in their view, should pay more of the cost. 

Forum Committee (Tom Beal): 
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Tom Beal announced that this month’s Forum Committee 
presentation will be by Dr. David Andrews, Professor of 
International Relations at Scripps College, who will talk on 
Britain, Europe, and Brexit. The presentation will be held in 
the Assembly on Friday, June 7th, at 10:30am. 

Diversity Committee (Bette Corner): 

Bette Corner reported that 90 persons attended the 
Diversity Committee’s Rabbi presentation last month and 
that on June 10th a Muslim cleric will present in the 
Assembly at 7:00pm. A pre-talk dinner with him will take 
place in the Gallery. Those wishing to join the dinner should 
contact Laura. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Linda Callaway announced that on June 5th the “parade 
committee” will be meeting in the Social Center at 
10:15am. By the 10th of June all tee-shirt orders have to be 
placed. A sign-up list is in the cubbie area, but only those 
who do not have tee-shirts from last year need to sign. On 
July 4th, at 9:00am, bikes and cars will be decorated, 
followed by a trip to the parade. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:31am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, July 1,  
2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, May 6, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Minutes Approved by Council June 3, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Tom Beal, Chuck Carpentar, Jim Likens, Royce Stutzman, 
Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Tom Blackburn, Joan Presecan, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Mel Butler, Jean 
Motz, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board member, Jim Lehman. Jim 
visited the Council about a year ago. He began his service on 
the Board in 2014. He currently serves as vice chairman of 
the Board and as a member of the Executive and Investment 
committees. Many here will know him because of his years 
in Claremont teaching at Pitzer, Pomona, CMC, and CGU. His 
main interest is international trade policy. He also worked as 
an administrator at Pitzer and served as president of the 
Claremont Rotary Club. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the April 1, 2019 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

The A Building lost a member to the Lodge Annex last week, 
but we expect to get a new member this week. 

B Building (Tom Blackburn): 

Page �  of �1 8



Two items: Helen Hines has moved in to B-14. And I want to 
call resident’s attention to the fine state of our rose garden. 
Tom and Anne Henley have assumed responsibility for it and 
it has been rejuvenated. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

Spring is still “springing” in the C Building. Changes: Shanu 
and Vijay Sathe are moving to a cottage. They have been 
good neighbors and we will miss them. Kitty Schulte is 
moving across the circle to a slightly larger unit in C. Lynne 
Marsenich and Rick Tsujimoto have moved in. And we are 
expecting a new member. Kudos to maintenance crews 
preparing units who are extremely efficient and currently 
very busy. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

This past month, the population of the D Building has 
increased by about 10% with the cross campus moves into 
the new DESI program.  We welcome these neighbors into 
their new homes with us. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

We have one new person moving into the Fringe. She is not 
new to the Gardens but new to us. That is Tish Butler, 
moving from the Terraces to E-3. 

Bonita/Harrison/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

We are welcoming Vijay and Shanu Sathe today to their “like 
new” 943 Bonita cottage. We have lost Barbara Heywood, 
Stuart Oskamp, and Betty Reynolds to the DESI’s. We will 
miss them but they will always be honorary BHT members. 
And that leaves three empty cottages ready for renovation. 
In late April our Vom Fass liqueur and oil/vinegar tasting and 
hearty hors d'oeuvre party arranged by Gayle Ginsburg had a 
great turnout and was a lot of fun. And then we had our 
usual third of the month dinner arranged by Debby Griffin. 
Also well attended. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

Michael and Kathy Lamkin came in this month. Tish Butler 
and the Millers moved elsewhere. We have two big rooms 
available now for the first time in five years. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 
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We have two lovely eagles to watch and no report. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

This is my third stint on Council. I was a representative of D 
Building and representative of the Cottages. I find myself at 
Magnolia Grove having an entirely different problem. The 
problem before, was usually “what do you report?” My 
problem now, is what do you not report. I have a sheet here 
showing all thirty-one days and I’d like to welcome you to 
come look at it. Magnolia Grove is not a place to fear. It’s a 
place to have fun in. 

GREEN LEAF REPORT: 

Cathie Brown shared her staff’s pride in the new Green Leaf 
which is all about Pomona. They were amazed at the amount 
of information they were able to uncover. She also invited 
residents to contribute themes of interest to them — the 
Green Leaf is built around one each month. 

RESIDENT BOARD REPORT: 

Norma Wilson reported for the resident members of the 
Board. She expressed her pleasure in being a representative 
and noted that having 6 resident members on a board of 26 is  
special when compared to other retirement community 
boards. Since the meetings are confidential she could not 
share content but could share what issues are discussed. In 
particular, the Board hears regularly from its committees: 
e.g., the Finance Committee, the Investment Committee, 
the Admissions Committee, the Marketing Committee, the 
Health Services Committee, etc. And at the end of this 
month the Board will spend a whole day, an annual 
“retreat”, considering the future direction of the Gardens. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith) 

Maureen Beith reminded residents that tomorrow (May 7th) 
is annual shred day. They can bring papers to be shredded to 
the Koi Pond area or have Housekeeping do it. Details will 
be presented in the NOW. 

She also announced that the program of bonuses for giving 
up a car will be coming to an end. It has been so successful 
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(50 residents have given up a car) that all of the funds 
allocated for it have been spent. 

And finally she raised the issue of how long units should be 
held for a resident who has entered another level of care 
(e.g., skilled nursing and rehabilitation) due to injury or 
illness. Both the Health Services and Finance Committees of 
the Board are concerned with the issue. But she would like 
input from residents as well perhaps thru Area 
Representatives. Balancing the hope of residents to return 
to their normal lives against the costs to the organization is 
the challenge. A policy will be forthcoming. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano)  

Lisa Atilano reported on the six surveys which had taken 
place in April. Two in the kitchen area received an “A” 
grade; no problems with the swimming pool, housekeeping, 
or medical areas were found; the only issue raised was in 
assisted living — residents had not counter signed their 
assessments. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

Bill Wells noted that he has been asked about the propriety 
of non-Council members speaking at Council. He read the 
current policy with respect to that issue: 

23. Resident Guests Speaking at Council 

i. Residents who are not members of the Council may speak at Council 
meetings on subjects under Council jurisdiction. 

j. Two minutes is allotted each speaker with ten minutes overall for all guests. 

k. Guests may not make a motion or vote. 

He also noted that we currently do not have a coordinator 
for our Fourth of July entry into Claremont’s parade and 
invited residents to join Mary Jean in planning for that 
event. 

Finally, he reminded residents that on Friday all here who 
served in World War II will be honored. Their pictures are 
displayed at the entry to the bar area. Trying to figure out 
who is who without looking at name tags is great fun. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Bob Rogers announced the formation of a special interest 
group called Gardens Geeks. It will provide assistance to 
residents who wish help with technology. A “hotline” phone 
number will be announced. If the problem exceeds the 
Geek’s skill a referral will be made to IT or local resources. 

Gardens Committees frequently require the use of a bus to 
facilitate transportation to off campus events. Currently 
each Committee Chair is responsible for assuring the safety 
and financial integrity of the company used. Bob shared that 
he was working with the City of Claremont and other outside 
groups who use buses to identify a company which could 
meet the needs of all committees. Collaboration with 
outside groups also opens up the possibility of reduced 
rates. 

Finally, he vehemently urged all residents to attend their 
next Area Meeting, because an important issue, affecting 
all, would be discussed. No further information was 
provided. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

Barbara McDowell invited residents to look at the Treasurer’s 
Report provided and noted that the Gardens had spent more 
this month than it took in. She also noted that the 
Scholarship Fund had $750 left over and that there was 
$3.08 in the Maximizer Account. Jumping to the bottom line, 
she pointed out that our total assets at the end of April 
amounted to $263,603.74. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

With  just short of 80% of residents contributing, the 
Gardens Club has collected Dues of $43,250 so far. This 
amount is well short of our budget. For those who have not 
yet contributed, the Club encourages you to do so. The Club 
will continue to accept contributions.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Forum Committee (Tom Beal): 

Tom Beal announced that this months Forum Committee 
presentation would involve 20 high school students directed 
by an award winning drama teacher, Krista Elhai. They will 
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be presenting scenes from “Little Mermaid”. The 
presentation is Wednesday, May 15th, at 4:00pm. 

Excursion Committee Day Trips (Arthur Bode): 

All aboard! Gardeners are going to the Norton Simon 
Museum on May 29th. There are only four seats left. There 
are quite a few people who haven’t paid, but … “As the 
conductor of that trip I would like to encourage you to sign 
up, come and have a good time, and enjoy the Norton Simon 
on May 29th.” 

Special Needs Committee (Daryl Smith): 

The Special Needs Committee, at the April 15th meeting, on 
a request from the Office Shredding Committee, approved 
$127 to purchase a new shredder for the Cubbie area. As 
this grant is under $1000, approval of Council is not 
required. 

The Special Needs Committee, by email, on a request from 
the Gardens Chorale, approved $1500 for instrumental 
accompaniment, a vocal soloist, and a dancer for the 
upcoming Spring Musical. A vote of Council is required. 

[President Wells called for a vote of Council and the grant 
was approved.] 

As a final note, the Committee is working to make special 
requests from the Gardens Chorale part of the normal 
budgeting process in the future. (You may remember they 
requested funds from Special Needs last winter as well.) 

Conservation and Sustainability (Katie Hawks): 

The Conservation and Sustainability Committee would like 
to thank everyone for supporting our Earth Day at the 
Gardens. About 175 residents and at least 15 employees 
attended including residents from Magnolia Grove. In al 21 
volunteers organized displays and greeted attendees with 
conversation about indoor conservation. 

A new product called dryer balls generated such a buzz that 
the San Antonio gift shop agreed to get them in stock very 
soon. (Ruth says they are in.) Another display showed new 
devices that save water when showering.  One of the 
displays invited residents to contribute $1 to plant a 
seedling tree in a California national forest.  Donna Bedell 
sent $178 off to One Tree Planted, a non-profit organization.  
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The most popular display was the wall of 177 single-use food 
clamshells created by Sarah Smizer.  She conceived the wall 
to help us visualize just how many of these single-use 
containers we use in one day and then put into the 
trash.  Many, many residents expressed enthusiasm for the 
new Green Box program that Dining Services will introduce 
soon to replace the big clamshells.  Green Boxes are 
reusable, affordable, and convenient.  

In the evening, Char Miller’s talk, Burning Up/Washing Out, 
was attended by 65.  Char gave a photographic review of 
recent extreme weather events in southern California. 

Expenses for the day’s activities were around $400.  The 
committee wants to thank Housekeeping for its help with 
set-up and tear down that went so smoothly. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Mel Butler reminded residents of the pool party today (May 
6th) for the 20th anniversary of the pool. It will be held at 
4:00pm rain or shine. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:29am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 3,  
2019 at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, April 1, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council May 6, 2019 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode 

Resident Directors: 
Norma Wilson, Tom Beal, Chuck Carpentar, Jim Likens 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Dick, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ethel Rogers, Mel Butler, Jean 
Motz, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board member, Jim Spera. Jim joined 
our Board a year ago and is currently chair of the Health 
Services Committee. He has had a long career in health 
services. He is registered professional nurse in California and 
New York with certification in critical care, basic life 
support, and advanced cardio-vascular life support. He 
began his career in nursing at an Aids facility in Los Angeles 
and was clinical care coordinator at Lenox Hill Hospital in 
New York City. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the March 4, 2019 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

No report. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

No report. 
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C Building (Joan Dick): 

The C building was pleased to have Ruth Henzie's daughter 
join us for Tuesday cocktails as we honored Ruth Henzie. 

D Building (Joe Kelly): 

D Building has a report. We would like to welcome Amalia 
Shebby to D-407 and mention that we had a very successful 
pizza party last Wednesday. You may have noticed we 
occupied the whole Assembly. And we are sorry that we are 
losing Margie Beal to the cottages, not so much Tom. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

All is quiet on the Fringe. We have a new resident in F-12, 
John Gerardi. So welcome him, please, when you see him. 

Bonita/Harrison/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

We’re delighted to have Tom and Margie in 906 West 
Harrison. A remodel is going on in 942 West Bonita for the 
move of Shanu and Vijay Sathe. Betty Reynold’s sons have 
been helping her downsize in anticipation of a move to a  
new DESI apartment on the first floor of D Building. The 
third of every month Debbie Griffin organizes a dinner 
scramble. The next one is coming Wednesday. And our next 
BHT pre-dinner party will be a “Taste of Vom Fass”, on April 
26. That Claremont store offers olive oils, vinegars, whiskies 
and brandies, so we’re really looking forward to it. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

The Terraces enjoyed a wonderful “spring fling”, hosted by 
Jill and Jack Stark, with an announced wine tasting led by 
Steve Glass. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

We have one new resident, Peg Onstott. And the whole 
Lodge is eagerly awaiting the birth of two baby eagles. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

We are looking for resident volunteers to participate in a 
variety of daily activities, campus outings, and visits with the 
residents of Magnolia Grove and Evergreen Villas throughout 
the week. This is an appeal for socialization. I hope those of 
you who are interested will get in touch with Lauren Flores, 
our life enrichment director for additional information. We 
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are also excited to welcome the students and teachers of the 
Foothill Day School for our egg hunt and field games during 
the month of April. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith) 

In the spirit of the day (April 1st), Maureen announced the 
closing of the koi ponds; the consequent need for fish 
adoption; the end to golf carts; and the addition of a neon 
sign on D Building to help the uninitiated find us. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano)  

Ms. Atilano expressed her appreciation for Jim Spera’s 
contribution to the Resident and Board Health Services 
Committees. She also announced that the kitchen at 
Harrison Villa received an A grade on its quarterly inspection 
from the Board of Health. Inspections for Magnolia Grove 
and Taylor Villa may start this week. The disaster drill is 
scheduled for April 10th at 2:00pm. The Gardens will be 
partnering with Detective Mike Pointer of the Claremont 
Police Department. He will be bringing his “bomb sniffing” 
dog Luther. And finally a thank you for Gardener’s diligence 
in hand washing and other flu precautions, but a warning 
that the flu season is not yet over.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

[In the spirit of the day.] The petition, many of you have 
read about, to eliminate our smoking ban, so marijuana can 
be smoked openly on campus, did not arrive in time for a 
vote at this meeting. The Executive Committee decided that 
the vote should come the next time a Council meeting fell 
on April Fools: i.e., April 1, 2024. 

Doug Betts has a new machine for making name tags (and a 
whole lot more). Doug is looking for help, apprentices 
actually, to support name or other tag making. Please 
contact him if interested. 

Maggie O’Conner and Susan Seymour are making a list of 
Gardeners who served in World War II. They and others are 
putting together a program for Armed Forces Week in May. 
Please contact them if you served. 

To save paper, the Executive Committee has decided to send 
only email copies of the agenda prior to Council meetings. A 
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paper copy will be posted on the bulletin board and a few 
additional copies will be made available in the cubby area at 
posting and prior to the Council meeting itself. Please let us 
know if this arrangement does not work for you. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

[In the spirit of the day.] The Committee on Committee’s 
although whole heartedly supporting the earlier mentioned 
petition found two problems when acting on it: a room so 
smokey that no one could speak or talk; and an unscheduled 
fire drill for the D Building. We apologize. We, of course, 
were pretty happy for the rest of the day. 

The Committee on Committees voted for the following 
description change to Friends of the Oak Tree Lodge: 

OAK TREE LODGE - FRIENDS OF: Works with Oak Tree Lodge 
staff to provide a support group to residents of the Oak Tree 
Lodge and offer personal services and extra amenities as 
may be appropriate. Promotes any activities that serve to 
connect Oak Tree Lodge residents to independent living 
residents, fostering a sense of inclusion in the Gardens 
community. Examples of activities: social events, sing-a-
longs, music, visits, conversation, lunch, games, and dinner. 
Encouraging independent living residents to participate at 
least once a month in an activity will help fulfill the intent 
of this committee. 

We now need a vote of Council. 

[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the change was 
accepted.] 

In another description change, the work of the Lounge 
Flowers Committee, which was eliminated by Council last 
month, will be incorporated into the work of The Interiors 
Committee. Its new description reads as follows: 

INTERIORS: (Formerly ‘Art and Decorating’ and ‘Decorating’ 
Committee): Works closely with the ‘Art Inventory,’ ‘Display 
Cases’ and ‘Gallery Exhibits Committee Chairs,’ as well as 
Housekeeping, Maintenance and Dining Services, to effect 
continuously functional, orderly and attractive interiors 
within the entire Social Center. This committee is 
responsible for the acceptance and placement of donated 
floral arrangements. Further, the Chair assists MSAG 
Administration with careful implementation of its 
‘Guidelines’; especially, with regard to Contract Design Firm 
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placement of new Furnishings, etc. When requested, the 
Chair acts as an intermediary and/or representative for 
Residents; primarily, via the Chair’s Membership on the 
“Building and Grounds Advisory Committee.”  

A vote of Council is required. 

[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the change was 
accepted.] 

The Committee on Committees took up two policy changes 
for Council’s review: Bulletin Boards for Gardeners on the 
Go; and “Cubbies”. 

The policy change for Gardeners on the Go is as follows: 

GARDENERS ON THE GO: This bulletin board (above left of 
the mail center in the Cubby area) provides information 
about private, public, and Gardens provided transportation 
options. Posted and maintained by the Gardeners on the Go 
Committee. 

A vote of Council is required. 

[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the change was 
accepted.] 

The policy change for “Cubbies” is as follows: 

13. Cubbies, Area Desks or Area Bulletin Boards  
Material intended for general distribution to all cubbies 
should not be of a commercial, political, or special interest 
nature, or for solicitation of funds. The cubbies are not for 
use by outside agencies or businesses. (See #19, 
SOLICITATIONS policy). All notices for all Bulletin Boards and 
for Area desks must include the date, the source, and the 
date to be removed. Medical information must have prior 
approval of the Director of the Clinic. 

A vote of Council is required. 

[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the change was 
accepted.] 

The Excursion and Day Trips Committee currently has no  
chair and only one member. Let me know if you have an 
interest. We would like to reconstitute this committee.  

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 
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Looking at the Treasurer’s Report: In March the General 
Operating Fund received $14,646.36 and paid out $4369.40 
for a balance of $58,609.88. The Scholarship Fund did not 
receive money from the Corporate account this month. But 
we did pay out over $8000 in scholarships for the Spring 
semester. We have $2525 left over. Each month we receive 
$200 for the Appreciation Fund. There was only $2.78 
interest on the Special Needs Fund. San Antonio Shop is in 
the black with a balance of $6,626 and some odd cents. 
Total assets amount to $260,590.88. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

Gardens Club Dues contributions continue to dribble in. With  
almost 80% of residents contributing, we have collected 
$41,825 so far. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Library Committee (Becca Kurtz): 

The Library Committee invites residents to an open house 
beginning immediately after the Council meeting. It will run 
until 11:30am. Refreshments will be served and there will 
be a raffle. Residents will have the opportunity to tour the 
library and acquire the key tag required for checking out 
library materials from now on. 

Conservation and Sustainability (Jan Bush): 

The Conservation and Sustainability Committee invites 
residents to Earth Day at the Gardens. It will take place in 
three weeks, Tuesday, April 23, and include displays on how 
to conserve energy and water on campus. A few energy 
saving devices will be displayed. A raffle will occur for some 
of the devices. Exhibit hours are 11:00am to 1:00pm and 
4:00pm to 6:00pm. Raffles will occur at the end of each 
exhibit period. 

At 7:00pm on that day in the Assembly, Char Miller will give 
a talk entitled “Burning Up, Washing Out: Fire and Water in 
the Making of Southern California”. Dr. Miller is a professor 
of environmental analysis and history at Pomona College. 

Gardeners on the Go (Bob Rogers for Bob Lee): 

The Transportation Fair for Gardeners on the Go will take 
place on Thursday, April 4. It will be out in the Circle 
(i.e.,visitors parking lot). A variety of electric cars will be 
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there including a hydrogen car. Lots of exhibits. Information 
about ride services. Ways to be mobile without an 
automobile of your own. 

Website Committee (Bob Rogers): 

As of this morning the resident website is not fully 
functional. You can access the site but forms and other 
services are not available. We are having a communication 
problem with the developers of the site which we hope to 
resolve some time this week. 

Forum Committee (Cathie Brown): 

On Wednesday April 17th at 10:30am in the Assembly, The 
Forum Committee will host a presentation on “CRISPR”, a 
process of gene editing you may have read about. The 
professor who taught Jennifer Doudna, one of the 
developers of CRISPR, will talk about her along with another 
professor, Jane Liu. 

Diversity Committee (Bette Corner): 

In the Assembly on Tuesday, April 30th, at 7:00pm, Rabbi 
Kupetz will speak on Judaism and the anti-semitism that is 
involved recently in our world. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Jill Stark invited residents to attend a speech by Pomona 
Congresswoman, Norma Torres, Monday, April 15, at 10:30am 
in the Assembly. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:32am. 
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NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, May 6,  
2019 at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, March 4, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council April 1, 2019 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Norma Wilson, Tom Beal, Chuck Carpentar, Jim Likens, Royce  
Stutzman 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Presecan, Joe Kelly, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ken Brown, Ethel Rogers, Mel 
Butler, Alan Carlisle, Dave Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board member, Arlene Andrew. Ms. 
Andrew has been on our Board since January 2018. She 
serves on the Strategic Planning and Futures Committee. Her 
career was in city planning and historical preservation. She 
was the senior planner for the City of La Verne and historical 
preservation planner for Rancho Cucamonga. She has served 
on many boards including the Claremont Committee on 
Aging. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the February 4, 2019 meeting were approved 
as posted. 

THE NEW AV SYSTEM (Frank Salas): 

Frank, with Mike’s support, using an iPhone and Apple TV to 
provide live video, walked the Council through the new 
sound and video systems in the Assembly’s “AV Booth”. 
Among the new items are six hand held microphones, eight 
body packs, five high-definition digital cameras, a new 
monitor, a video switch with multiple special effects, and a 
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sound board with enough capacity to support additional 
inputs when needed. 

[President Bill Wells expressed for the Council and the 
Community his thanks to David Reger and the Audio Visual 
Facilities Committee and to Amy Fabella and her IT team for 
the work they have done in putting this new AV system 
together, so efficiently, and with what appears to be great 
results.]  

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

Jan Bush will present the Energy Plan Working Group’s 
Campus Energy Plan to the A Building on Monday. The A 
Building Rep is still learning, but it is going well. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

I thought I had “no report” but since arriving here B Building 
residents made me aware that channel 10 has no sound. I 
also heard from residents that watching Maureen’s chat last 
Wednesday required turning the TV’s sound way up on 
channel 8. 

[President Wells invited Frank to respond. He said the 
problem with channel 10 was known and had been resolved 
this morning.] 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

Take a walk. Come walk thru the circle. C building people 
have been planting bulbs. The bulbs are all starting to 
bloom. It is so pretty.  

D Building (Julie Howard): 

The “D” Building, happily, remains intact despite jack 
hammering in vacant units on the first floor.  Also, we look 
forward, happily, to our annual pizza party in the Assembly 
on March 27. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

The electrical upgrade has been completed particularly to 
the relief of residents in the F Building. Our jack hammering 
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is done. This morning the concrete sidewalks are being 
poured. And the asphalt is scheduled to complete in a week, 
according to the contractor. But rain is in the forecast, so 
who knows. 

Bonita/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

I defer to my colleague in Harrison. 

Harrison/Taylor(Ken Brown): 

So, the BHT had a wonderful party with wine tasting lead by 
Steve Glass and dinner after. We are also fortunate to have 
two new residents: Dave & Donna Bedell in 876; Sandy & 
Judy Grabiner in 818. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

The Terraces have a mystery. About the first week in 
December someone attached green canvas bags to the walls  
above all three staircases on the top floor. A large metal 
object was placed in each bag. We were told at our 
December meeting that the object was a chair to help 
injured and debilitated people go down the stairs in case of 
an earthquake. At the CERT meeting I attended we were told 
that the chair was a state requirement. But two weeks later 
the chairs disappeared and we were left with empty green 
bags. And the staff member who knew about them also 
disappeared. That is our mystery. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Alan Carlisle): 

We have a new resident at the Lodge, Dick Carlson. He came 
in about three weeks ago. He is not new to the Gardens but 
to the Lodge and is enjoying it as the rest of us are. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman): 

There is nothing changed at Magnolia Grove. But I am now 
also reporting on the Evergreen Villas. There is a proposal 
coming up later in this meeting and I hope you will seriously 
consider helping as a volunteer at the Villas. We are 
particularly looking for a painting, arts, and crafts class 
either as a special event or on a regular basis. Lauren Flores 
at Magnolia Grove has more information. My concern is with 
helping residents of the Villas feel more integrated into the 
broader Gardens community. At the moment there is a kind 
of isolation.  

ADMINISTRATION: 
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CEO (Maureen Beith)  

First, let me first address “Mel’s” mystery. The evac-u-chairs 
are a State requirement. One was damaged. I don’t know 
why the others disappeared. James Toscano had to resign 
suddenly because of life events. We are currently 
developing a new staff role which will combine emergency 
preparedness with security and safety. The new position will 
be under facilities management.  Recruitment begins this 
week. That person will be a key participant in discussions 
going forward concerning the planned security technology 
purchases for next year.  

So, back to the green bags. They will be “re-inflated” soon. 
And we will conduct training. 

If you sense that there is a lot of facilities activity right now, 
you are correct. According to some residents, the number of 
units in transition is at a thirty year high. A number of trades 
people of all kinds are on campus in support of those 
transitions making for a very active time. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

What was to be my report was given after Frank’s tour of 
the Booth, so let's move on.  

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

The Committee on Committees grappled this month with the 
problem of inclusion in Gardens Areas. Gardens Area 
definitions have never been published although they were 
referenced in Council Minutes during 2016. Two new 
residences on Harrison have no official existence. They 
have, of course, been receiving Gardens services. To give 
them representation in Council and to assure continuity of 
those services, the Committee on Committees proposes to 
publish the following: 

The Areas of the Club shall include one Area each in 
Buildings A, B, and C; two Areas in Building D; two Areas 
for Bonita/Harrison/Taylor (BHT): 1) Bonita Cottages and 
Taylor Houses, and 2) Harrison Cottages and Harrison 
Houses; the Fringe Area – including E, F, G, and H 
buildings and cottages; the Area of the Terraces; the Area 
of The Oak Tree Lodge; and the Area of Magnolia Grove – 
including the Evergreen Villas. 

A vote of Council is required. 
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[President Wells called for a vote and the proposed Area 
change passed and will be published.] 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

The Gardens Club’s General Operating Fund in February 
received $25,749.77; Scholarships for March, $10,300; 
Retirement Appreciation, $400 (one resident contributes 
$200 monthly or bimonthly until February); Special Needs 
Maximizer, $3.08 (breakout of interest earned). The San 
Antonio Shop Operating Fund has a balance of $6,320.45. 
The Gardens Club’s Total Assets at the end of February stood 
at $258,517.13.  

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

Three weeks into the drive for Gardens Club Dues, we have 
collected $32,750. That is about 54% of our goal and 
represents contributions by 57% of the residents. We 
encourage those who have not yet contributed to do so 
quickly. Later in the month, for those who haven’t, we will 
send a reminder. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Description Change: Friends of Evergreen Villas (Bob Rogers): 

The Committee on Committees at its recent meeting also 
confronted the problem of maintaining community in the 
Gardens. When someone moves from independent living to 
higher levels of care, that person can lose contact with the 
broader Gardens community. One of our committees which 
attempts to counteract that process is Friends of Evergreen 
Villas. The Committee on Committees in consultation with 
the staff of the Villas and Linda Lewis, Chair of the 
Committee, would like to propose the following change to 
the Committee’s description: 

EVERGREEN VILLAS – FRIENDS OF: Works with the 
Evergreen Villas staff to provide a support group for 
residents of the Evergreen Villas and offer personal 
services and extra amenities as may be appropriate. 
Promotes any activities that serve to connect Evergreen 
Villa residents to independent living residents, fostering 
a sense of inclusion in the Gardens community. Examples 
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of activities: sing-a-longs, music, crafts, social visits, 
conversation, lunch, games, and dinner (reservations 
required). Encouraging independent living residents to 
participate at least once a month in an activity will help 
fulfill the intent of this committee. 

A vote of Council is required. 

[President Wells called for a vote of Council and the 
description change was approved.] 

Dissolution of Committee: Lounge Flowers (Bob Rogers): 

We have a committee on campus which has not had a chair 
for over a year; no resident is willing to accept the position 
of chair; and the committee has lost all its members. To be 
specific, that committee is Lounge Flowers. The Committee 
on Committees therefore recommends that the Lounge 
Flowers Committee be dissolved and removed from the list 
of active committees. 

A vote of Council is required. 

[President Wells called for a vote of Council and the Lounge 
Flowers Committee will be dissolved and removed from the 
list of active committees. He went on to thank Barbara 
Patch for her years of valuable service to the Gardens as 
Chair of that Committee.] 

Website Committee (Bob Rogers): 

As many of you know the Gardens resident website is 
currently unavailable. The amount of space allocated for its 
transfer to the new server was inadequate. The website 
technicians working the problem predict it will be back up 
and running by 10:00am today. Once up, I will need a few 
days to perform updates delayed by the outage. 

[Barbara Bergman rose to thank Bob for his dedication to 
the website which received applause from those attending.] 

Spousal Alternates for Committee and Council Assignments: 

Another issue for the Committee on Committees, alluded to 
by Dave Harshman earlier, is that some residents in higher 
levels of care are no longer physically able to carry out 
committee or Council assignments even though willing to do 
so otherwise. The Committee on Committees decided that 
in order to have representation on committees from 
residents in higher levels of care it was worth inviting 
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spouses of prospective members to serve in their stead. This 
decision does not require a vote of Council but feedback is 
welcome.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Cathie Brown gave a “commercial” for a Forum program on 
Tuesday, March 12, at 10:30am, in the Assembly. Steve 
Comba, a local studio artist and Associate Director and 
Registrar of the new Pomona College Art Museum, will talk 
about the history and future of art in Claremont. On 
Monday, March 11, at 3:00pm, the film “Design for Living 
and Art in Claremont” will be shown as a prelude to Steve’s 
talk. Cathie invited Tom Beal to add his support for the talk 
and he did. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:35am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, April 1,  
2019 at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, February 4, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council March 4, 2019 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Bob Rogers, Barbara McDowell, Rob Kurtz, Lynn 
Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Arthur Bode, Dale Bensko, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
Norma Wilson, Tom Beal 

Area Representatives: 

Bill Thomas, Carole Harter, Joan Presecan, Tom Beal, Julie 
Howard, Susan Moncrieff, Ken Brown, Ethel Rogers, Mel 
Butler, Jean Motz


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  
He introduced visiting Board member, Sheri Nagel. Ms. Nagel 
has served on our Board since 2015. She currently chairs the 
Marketing Community Outreach Committee. After getting 
her degrees in counseling and psychology she began a thirty-
nine year career with the Central Rancho Cucamonga School 
District working as a teacher, counselor, principal, and, 
finally, superintendent of schools. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the January 7, 2019 meeting were approved 
as posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bill Thomas): 

The A Building will open its monthly meeting with new 
officers next Monday morning in the A Building dinette. I 
would like to name our appointed delegates to the four 
required Gardens Club Committees: Dining Services, Allen 
Webb; Housekeeping, Rosemary Thomas; Area Host, Pat 
Norin; Buildings and Grounds Advisory, Murray Abramovitz, 
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who will continue for another term. That is all I have to 
report. 

B Building (Carole Harter): 

B Building had a super Super Bowl party, despite the game. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

C Building also had a super Super Bowl party. We have lots 
of parties. We are also trying hard to model forbearance in 
the face of construction distractions. Your turn, fellow 
Gardeners, will come. 

D Building (Tom Beal): 

Just a reminder, nobody beats the D Building for parties, but 
… it was a quiet month. We have one new resident, Anne 
Bages, on the fourth floor. 

Fringe (Susan Moncrieff): 

The Fringe is fortunate to have volunteers to cover all of our 
positions because we are a small group. And construction 
continues. As a reminder for those affected by it, the power 
will be out on 7, 14, & 21 February for one hour, starting at 
1:00pm, to service the generator. 

Bonita/Taylor (Ethel Rogers): 

We party too. BHT had a fun party on Saturday evening in 
the Gallery with Lee Jackman at the piano leading a sing-
along. An area open house, earlier that day, was postponed 
because of the rain. We’ll soon be welcoming new residents 
to the five currently empty homes: Harrison and Mountain 
Avenue, Judy and Sandy Grabiner on 18 February; 924 
Harrison, Ronelle Ingram on 22 February; 876 Harrison, 
Donna and Dave Bedell, on 27 February; 906 Harrison, 
Margie and Tom Beal, on 18 March; and 943 Bonita, Vijay and 
Shanu Sathe “in the near future”. 

Harrison/Taylor(Ken Brown): 

Nothing further. Ethel covered it. 

Terraces (Mel Butler): 

The terraces are “fat, dumb, and happy”. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 
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I would say the Lodge is too. We had a lovely “style-show 
tea” on Thursday and we are in good shape. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

I think I covered everything in the Chat. Nothing further. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

When Bob Pierce retired he received a gift from the 
Employee Appreciation Fund. I received a very nice card 
from Bob thanking all of us, so I extend that thank you to all 
of you. His card is posted in the cubbies. 

Also, let me remind you that following this meeting, 
renovation of the Assembly AV Booth will begin. As a 
consequence, the Assembly will be out of commission for the 
month of February.  

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bob Rogers): 

Of the 79 committees which the Gardens Club has, all have 
chairs but two: Lounge Flowers and Genealogy. I will be 
working with someone to try and find chairs for those 
committees. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell) : 

The Gardens Club has a balance in the General Operating 
Fund of $24,664.32; in the Appreciation/Retirement Fund, 
$34,061.51; in the Special Needs Fund, $64,599.27; in 
Special Needs Maximizer Fund, $90,695.04; in the San 
Antonio Shop Fund, $5,800.97. (Appreciation/Retirement has 
a required minimum balance because retirements can occur 
at any time.) Totaling our assets, we have $228,195.11. In 
addition, our balance in Restricted Corporate Held Funds is 
$300,751.20. 

ASSISTANT TREASURER’S REPORT (Rob Kurtz) : 

A notice will come out in the next few days requesting a 
dues contribution. We are asking for $100 per person, which 
is tax deductible. We encourage you to respond promptly 
and generously. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Conservation and Sustainability Committee (Jan Bush): 
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The Conservation & Sustainability Committee just approved 
a Campus Energy Plan.  We appreciate this chance to tell 
members of the Gardens Club about it and enlist their 
interest and support for its adoption.  Last summer, the 
committee formed an ad hoc working group to write an 
energy plan for the campus.  We felt real urgency to help 
Administration resolve two big issues:  (1) find new ways to 
reduce energy costs and consumption; and (2) develop an 
approach to infrastructure that unifies upgrades to existing 
buildings with energy choices for new construction. 

We sought a simple plan, one with clear goals, measurable 
objectives, and feasible recommendations—that can be 
accomplished within a short timeframe and with reasonable 
levels of investment.  The goals and recommendations are 
listed below.  A one-page plan summary and the eight-page 
Energy Plan are available at the Cubby Area and on the 
Residents’ Website. 

GOAL #1   
Reduce Energy Use:  Cut per-resident power use by 50% 

Design and install an Energy Management System to monitor 
energy use in all Pomona-side buildings.  

Install insulation in the attics of residential buildings A - F, 
Social Center, and Dining Hall.  

Publish a one-page report four times a year about power 
used in the prior season and tips for conserving in the 
upcoming season.  

Support Green Energy Fund investments in high-efficiency 
equipment with outdoor and common-area projects. 

GOAL #2  
Make Energy On-site:  Generate up to 50% of electricity 
with solar arrays 

Select a power purchase agreement (PPA) to lock in a 
stable, favorable price, eliminate maintenance 
responsibility, and reduce risks. 

 Sequence the installation of solar on Pomona-side roofs to 
generate up to 1.5 megawatts of electricity. 

Annually monitor the feasibility of (a) storing electricity in 
batteries; (b) other on-site technologies such as geothermal 
or fuel cell energy. 
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What are the costs and savings?  If the three big projects are 
implemented in the next three years, and if energy costs 
continue to rise at 3-4% annually, these are conservative 
estimates of costs and savings: 

       Energy  Attic  Solar 
       Monitoring Insulations Array 

Cost(no rebate)            $100,000 $158,000 No Cost 

Savings(after 20 years) $800,000 $700,000 $3.7 Million 

[Cathie Brown asked if there was a way to measure the 
impact of individual efforts at conserving energy?] 

Our behavior is an important part of this energy plan. It 
recognizes that as residents age their dependence on energy 
grows. The plan is focused on waste — when energy use is 
not furthering the wellbeing of residents. Our hope is that 
the quarterly newsletter will focus our attention on what we 
can do individually to reduce energy waste. 

[Cathie Brown asked if the Gardens could use an 
organization called “Alliance …” which was selling energy to 
the City of Claremont?] 

The City of Claremont is part of a “community choice 
aggregation” which allows residents to buy into green 
energy. Pomona is not. Independent homes on Taylor and 
Harrison might be eligible but that opportunity is tangential 
to the main thrust of the Energy Plan and the vision we have 
for this campus. 

[Bill Thomas asked for a summary of what the “energy 
management plan” might be.]  

The energy management system starts with wires wrapped 
around existing power lines in multiple locations. The 
meters attached to those wires detect the flow of energy in 
each line and wirelessly communicate that information to a 
central computer. Processing the central computer’s data 
yields information about campus wide energy use in large 
blocks — the whole social center, the D Building, the dining 
hall, or the main kitchen — not individual units. It can be 
used to identify and solve problems of anomalous energy 
use: e.g. the very costly spike we see in the afternoon in the 
middle of the summer.  

[Arthur Bode asked about the plans for thermostats.] 
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Thermostats will be installed in 320 of our independent 
living units. (The first floor of the D Building is excluded 
because of wiring issues.) They are “state of the art”. They 
can be accessed and controlled by phone or they can remain 
passive and be controlled manually. 

Gardeners on the Go (Bob Lee): 

We used to have a Transportation Committee. We still have 
a Transportation Committee, but by way of the current 
Committee’s sense of humor, it is now called “Gardeners on 
the Go”. Our mission is to provide you with information 
about other ways to travel, especially those who have given 
up your car. This is the beginning of an awareness program 
for our mobility faire which will be April 4th. Jan will be 
talking about electric cars and we will be talking about 
other options, e.g., Uber, Lift, Go-Go Grandparent, and 
hoping to give those of you who are considering entry into 
this world a leg up. 

Special Needs Committee (Kate Stoever): 

The Special Needs Committee at their January 21st meeting 
approved the following requests for funds. Two of these 
requests we are merely reporting on today as they are less 
than $1,000: a grant for $165.00 for the Website Committee 
to purchase Adobe Acrobat Pro software used for 
maintenance of website; and a grant for $950.00 for the 
Conservation and Sustainability Committee for the purchase 
of custom plant labels and other sign components for the 
120 trees located along the One-mile Walking Path. 

The next two grants, also recommended by the Special 
Needs Committee, do require a vote by the Gardens Club 
Council. First, a grant is requested for up to $1,800.00 by 
the Gardners on the Go Committee. This grant would 
provide seed money for the Committee to develop a 
comprehensive educational program for encouraging 
Gardners to utilize alternative transportation methods. 

[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the recommended 
grant was approved.] 

Second, a grant is requested for up to $1,700.00 by the 
Website Committee. The purpose of this grant is to develop 
and provide separation for the Resident section of the 
website from the MSAG website. There are privacy issues 
addressed by this action. Some equipment and website 
design are the major components of this grant.  
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[President Bill Wells called for a vote and the recommended 
grant was approved.] 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Secretary Lynn Bush reminded Council members of the rule 
that reports to Council should be written out and provided 
to the Secretary in advance of a meeting or very shortly 
thereafter. The intent of the rule was and is to make Council 
discussions more focused and to ease the Secretary’s burden 
in capturing accurately the intent of the speaker. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Cathie Brown gave a “commercial” for the Forum Meeting 
on Thursday. The Forum will present Ann Kerr, who has been 
working with the Fulbright Program at UCLA, but more 
importantly has devoted her life to helping people 
understand the Middle East. Rather than being in the 
Assembly (the Assembly being out of commission), the 
presentation will be held in the Gallery (without lunch). Ann 
was a graduate of Occidental College. Carlynn Christian has 
invited 20 Occidental College classmates to attend. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:40am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, March 4,  
2019 at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, January 28, 2019, 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Call to order and quorum check (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. Secretary Lynn Bush reported that a 
quorum was present. President Wells explained the difference between the Gardens Club which 
meets annually, near the end of January, and the Gardens Council which meets monthly. All MSAG 
residents are members of the Gardens Club and have the right to vote and hold office. Only those 
residents elected by the Club, according to its Constitution and By-Laws, are members of the 
Council. The Council provides active governance throughout the year which runs from February 1 
through January 31. 

Approval of Minutes from Gardens Club Annual Meeting on January 29, 2018 (Bill Wells): 

Minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting, January 29, 2018, were approved as distributed. 

Election of Officers, Members-at-Large and Council Committees (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked residents nominated to serve on the Gardens Council to stand and a 
vote was taken. All were approved. 

 President   Bill Wells  
 Vice President   Bob Rogers 
 Treasurer   Barbara McDowell  
 Assistant Treasurer  Rob Kurtz  
 Secretary   Lynn Bush  
 Member at Large  Dale Bensko 
 Member at Large  Arthur Bode  
 Member at Large  Daryl Smith  
 Building and Grounds  Barbara Bergmann 
 Building and Grounds  Connie Black  
 Building and Grounds  Martha Lewis 
 Nominations   Bob Lee (Chair)  (returning) 
 Nominations   Pat Bortscheller (returning) 
 Nominations   Owen Keavney   (returning) 
 Nominations   Becca Kurtz 
 Nominations   Judy Rascon     

Budget  for 2019 (Conrad Maas): 

Treasurer Conrad Maas introduced the Gardens Club Budget for 2019 with the following note: 
A couple of weeks ago the Budget Committee submitted a proposed Gardens Club budget for 
2019.  It has been posted in the Cubby area and on the Gardens website.  The budget for 2019 
has been recently revised downward since two of the committees have been granted awards from 
the Special Needs Committee.  The new 2019 Gardens Club budget is now $60,800. 

President Bill Wells called for a vote and the Budget was approved as submitted. (See Attachment 
1) 

Banking Resolution (Barbara McDowell): 

Resolved that Treasurer Barbara McDowell, Assistant Treasurer Rob Kurtz, President Bill Wells and 
Vice President Bob Rogers shall be authorized signers on the Gardens Club Operating Account at 
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Chase Bank, the Gardens Club Appreciation/Retirement Account at Chase Bank and the Gardens 
Club Special Needs Funds Accounts at Bank of America. 

President Bill Wells explained that banks ask to see the minutes of the meeting giving signing 
authority before they are willing to complete signature cards, hence the need to pass an 
authorizing resolution at the Annual Meeting. He then called for a vote and the resolution passed. 

    

President’s Report (Bill Wells): 

We had a busy, productive, and I hope very enjoyable year. This report is my opportunity to 
remind all of you of the happenings on campus during the past year, some big, some small, but all 
I’m sure will trigger a memory or two for each of you. I’m sure each of you will think of others, 
but here is my list. 

We started the year discussing the Green Energy Investment Fund, which was approved at the 
February meeting of the Gardens Club Council. The Green Fund as it is known for short, was 
initiated by the Conservation and Sustainability Committee and is a partnership between the 
Administration and the Council. It began its existence with $50,000 from the Special Needs 
Committee and $50,000 from the Administration. When the Fund was established, one of the 
requirements was that a report of its activities be made annually. Later this morning, Sam 
Tanenbaum will present the Green Funds first annual report. 

For most of the year our dining room was undergoing significant renovation and we received our 
meals buffet style in front of the fireplace. Thanks to all of you for your patience and 
understanding and a special thanks to our dining services personnel for their extra hard work 
during this period. 

Later in the year we said goodbye to Ben Zhao our graduate student in residence and welcomed 
our new graduate student, Emily Nelson. Emily is studying for her masters in regenerative studies 
at Cal Poly and is active participating on our Conservation and Sustainability Committee and in 
the Gardens Chorale. 

How about those doors! Those beautiful wood doors with the inlayed Magnolia tree that serve as 
entrance to Magnolia Grove. They were designed and crafted by Ken Brown with the help of his 
wife Marian and Ellen and Roger Heymann. 

Installation of Senior TV and internet services was completed during the year. Our IT group 
became a separate department under the guidance of Amy Fabela and her team: Mike, Steve, 
and Frank. All of whom spent many hours making sure all of us got our TV and internet service up 
and running.  

We were all concerned when our CEO, Maureen, had emergency eye surgery. But we knew she 
was going to be fine and that her sense of humor was intact when she reported after surgery that 
she would have to give up “bungee jumping and skydiving”, and that because recovery required 
her to lie face down for two weeks she would be developing a “new perspective” on life, at the 
same time that she memorized the pattern in the carpet on her floor. 

We set another record of contributions to our Employee Retirement Appreciation Fund and were 
able to distribute over $440,000 as year end gifts to our staff in recognition of the great service 
they provide. 
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I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the wonderful music and theatrical performances we have 
been privileged to enjoy this year including such musical events as: The Mount San Antonio 
College Chamber Singers; the incredible Upland High School Jazz Ensemble; the many 
performances of our own Gus Diesslin Quartet Plus One; the Gardens Chorale performances of 
“Music Makes Our Gardens Grow” in the spring and “Winterfest: A Holiday Frolic” in December; 
and of course the staging of “War of the Worlds” by our own theater company. 

We can’t forget the great work of our 79 committees who organize our entertainment. (Here 
think: movies, music, putting, parties, billiards, horseshoes.) Who plan our educational events 
(Here think: the forum, book reviews, resident interviews, and speakers corner.) And provide 
many opportunities for service (Think: hospitality, building and grounds advisory, housekeeping, 
dining services, banking and postage stamps.) All of which create and maintain the vibrant 
culture of The Gardens. 

Let me also mention the numerous construction projects completed, underway, or planned. The 
dining room renovation I have already mentioned; completion of a new roof on Magnolia Grove, 
the Administration Building, and the Main Kitchen; extending the sidewalk from the F Building to 
the C Building, which is now underway; and the planned construction of a new wellness center 
with loft living spaces as well as the earthquake retrofit of the D Building. 

Finally, under Maureen’s leadership, with the invaluable assistance of Patricia, The Gardens 
operated in the black, and our fiscal house is in order. 

There is, of course, much more that could be recognized, but I hope this list reminds you of some 
of the significant events of the past year. 

Treasurer’s Report (Conrad Maas): 

The Club’s financial position continues to be very good.  Although the Club’s total operating 
assets, the Club’s bank accounts and cash, are $31,800 less than at the beginning of the fiscal 
year, this was due to the grant of $50,000 to the Green Energy Investment Fund.  This does not 
include the restricted funds held by the Administration in the amount of $300,516 as of January 
31, 2019, which is less than $21,780 over last year’s balance at January 31, 2018. 

• The general operating fund ending balance of $24,664 is $2,815 more than at the 
beginning of the fiscal year.  We received annual dues of $49,255 and spent $46,660 
towards Committee budgets.  Of the 47 Committees with budgets, 7 were over budget for 
the fiscal year. 

• The scholarship fund ending balance is approximately the same as the years beginning 
balance.  During the fiscal year we awarded approximately $54,000 in scholarship awards 
to qualified employees. 

• The Appreciation/Retirement fund balance is almost $4,500 more than the beginning of 
the year. During the fiscal year a new record amount of $440,153 was distributed to the 
Mt. San Antonio Gardens Employees.  There were also four employee retirement awards 
totaling $4,000 paid this year. 

• The Special Needs funds decreased $38,957 during the year.  This was due to the $50,000 
grant given to the Green Energy Investment Fund that I mentioned before. 

The annual financial report will be posted on the bulletin board and on the Gardens web site. 
(See Attachment 2) 

Thanks to all of you for your generous support of the Gardens Club. 
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Special Needs Committee Report (Kate Stoever): 

The balance brought forward as of January 1, 2018 was $187,613.68. Our income from the year 
was $22,836.23. This is the revenue generated by the Sales Room and by the San Antonio Shop. 
Our expenses, which are ongoing for the copier in the cubbies, medical van transportation, and 
sales tax, was $9,245.11. Our grants completed in the year were $53,169.51. We have no grants 
pending until after next week and our first meeting. The balance brought forward at the end of 
2018 was $148,035.29. 

Grants funded during last year were six headphones for the Audio/Visual Committee, at $810.00; 
Envira Pro Photo Gallery for the Website Committee, at $89.10; See’s Candy for Birthday Nights 
(i.e., the Birthday Night Committee), at $150.00; Green Energy Investment Fund, at $50,000.00; 
Winterfest Program for the Chorale Committee, at $2,120.41; making a total of $53,169.51 for 
the year. 

Sales Room Report (Warren Wright): 

The Sales Rooms, Housewares/Furniture/Jewelry, have been an important part of life at MSAG for 
40 years. This last year the Sales Rooms made a combined total of $15,064 (Housewares and 
Jewelry $5,021; Furniture $10,043). All receipts go into the Special Needs Fund. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers for their help. Thanks particularly to Grace Clark for managing 
Housewares and Julie Bensko for managing Jewelry. And to all of you for your support in donating 
items and in buying them. Please keep it up in the coming year. 

San Antonio Shop Report (Ruth Abel): 

First of all I want to thank Nancy Norris for her seven years of excellent management of the 
Shop. Virginia Peelle also deserves mention for her many dedicated years of service. She left us 
last summer. She handled all the personnel matters. I also want to mention David McCarthy who 
has been a great help to us. And especially my two co-chairs, Sharilyn Morell and John McClary. 
We couldn’t do without Alice Lichti, our treasurer; Joyce Roebuck our scheduler (using a 
database developed by Nan Maples). And our greeting cards managers, Joyce Blackburn and 
Dorothy Whitham, taking over from from Ruth Martindale who retired after many years. Pat Norin 
has also been helping with greeting cards. But none of this would have happened without the 
generous donation of time by Gardener volunteers who have staffed the shop. We have 88 slots a 
month which need to be staffed. So we can always use more volunteers.  

This past year we had sales of $39,500 before the sales tax which enabled us to give the Special 
Needs Committee $7046.21. We exist primarily to give money to Special Needs but also to 
provide for the material and social needs of Gardeners. The Shop is well stocked for Easter and 
the spring. Come in and you might be surprised at what you find. We are very grateful for the 
support of the community. 

Education Scholarship Committee Report (Joan Casson): 

The Committee granted 70 scholarships for 2018 for a total of $56,353, which includes the 
winter, spring, summer, and fall semesters. The 70 scholarships include new recipients in our 
program and many who submit an application for each semester. The Committee met earlier this 
month to consider applications for the spring 2019 semester, which begins at the end of the 
month or early February. Most schools in our area now are no longer offering a winter session. We 
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granted 11 scholarships for $12,066. During 2018 our residents generously donated $8,565 to the 
Education Scholarship Committee with honorariums and memorials. We thank you. As of today, 
we have $183,000 in the Corporation held Education Scholarship Fund. Money is transferred from 
this fund to the Council Fund when needed. The Council Treasurer writes the individual checks to 
our recipients. Our Committee for this year: Carmen Abramovitz; Georgeann Andrus; Bill 
McCallister; Joan Presecan; David Reger; Ralph Riffenburg. On behalf of the Education 
Scholarship Committee I would like to give a special thanks to Bridgette Evangelista, who is in 
Human Resources. Her guidance and expertise have been very helpful to our Committee. My 
special thanks to our Committee. Everyone came to our meetings prepared and participated in 
our decision. We had the privilege to offer some of our employees the financial means of 
furthering their education. 

Green Energy Investment Fund Report (Sam Tanenbaum): 

Green Fund Team: Residents: Ellen Heymann, Kate Stoever, Sam Tanenbaum; Staff: Patricia 
Williams, Bob Pierce (now Jason Gonzales), plus Will Levitt; Outside expert: Troy Hansgen 
(Harvey Mudd College, and Loma Linda Medical Center) 

During the past year, the Green Fund Team has considered a number of energy savings projects, 
but has not actually spent any of our funds.  We analyzed a proposal to replace T-8 fluorescent 
tubes with LED tubes and showed that this would have a very short payback period.  In addition 
there was a rebate program available for these tubes from the California Public Utility 
Commission that provided the tubes and installation at a very attractive rate.   As a result the 
Gardens replaced tubes in the Terrace Garage, in some letter building hallways, and in a few 
other public areas covered by the rebate program.  Since the payback period for these LED tubes 
was around one month, the Gardens did not need to use Green Fund money for the project.   

On April 4, 2018, Willdan Energy Solutions submitted to the Gardens a campus energy audit  (paid 
for by SCE) with over a dozen suggestions. From their list, the Green Fund Team recommended a 
set of improvements in motors, pumps, and fans for the HVAC systems in the Villas, Oak Tree 
Lodge, and at the central unit under Magnolia Grove.  Our recommendations were approved by 
Maureen Beith in June.  However, there have been long delays in getting final estimates from our 
vendors for the changes recommended at the Villas and Oak Tree Lodge, and we learned that the 
changes in the central unit could not be implemented without an expensive engineering study 
that we were not ready to approve at this time.  We still hope that we will eventually proceed 
with the $25,000 in expenditures for the Villas and OTL that Willdan estimates will save about 
$12,000 per year in electricity. 

Several other projects look promising, and are currently being analyzed before a final decision is 
made about funding them in whole or in part with Green Funds this year.  These include: 
1.  Adding window film to reduce radiant heating, glare, and fading in many areas with single 
pane glass while saving on electricity for air conditioning. 
2.  Replacing the awkward CFL ceiling fixtures in the Terraces with LED fixtures that use much 
less electricity and virtually eliminate maintenance costs. 
3.  Beginning to insulate the ceilings of some of the large Pomona buildings that currently have 
either no insulation or inadequate levels remaining from the time they were built.   The new 
insulation will reduce heat transfer through the roofs by as much as 90%. 
4.  Replacing CFL's used in outdoor lighting fixtures with LED's that use less than half as much 
electricity. 
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Accolades Presentation (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells explained that the accolades program began in 1967 and has developed 
certain unwritten rules over time. One of those rules is that the number of recipients in a given 
year should not exceed ten. (A rule he was unaware of until it was too late. Although there is 
precedent for its breach.) This year there were more than ten who brought something special to 
the gardens and deserved to be recognized. Another rule is that an accolade may not be given to 
someone who has already received one. There are many here who deserve a second or third 
accolade, but this rule was not violated. President Wells then read descriptions of each recipient 
and Barbara McDowell presented those present with a plaque. The honored recipients and 
President Wells descriptions are reproduced below: 

Pat Bortscheller: For her years of service as a Co-Chair of the Hospitality Committee, member of 
our Nominating Committee, and Chair of the Swimming Pool Committee, as well as her extensive 
community service, particularly when she and her husband handled the Thrift Shop. 

Don Brown: For his years of service on MSAG Board’s Personnel Committee, and his work as buyer 
of See’s Candy, office supplies, and personal products for the San Antonio Shop. 

Ken Brown: You probably know this recipient better as your former doctor. But at MSAG he 
designed the doors for Magnolia Grove, and built them with the help of Roger and Ellen 
Heymann. He will server as the Co-Chair of the Wood Shop Committee next year. He will continue 
as Area Chair for the Harrison Cottages and a member of both the Conservation and Sustainability 
and Health Services committees. 

Lynn Bush: As Secretary of the Council, this recipient has brought agenda preparing and minute 
taking into the “hi-tech” age. He is a member of the Audio/Visual Committee who often works 
behind the cameras and mikes in the AV Booth. He then goes in front of the cameras and mikes to 
perform with the Gardens Chorale and as a soloist in our theater presentations. 

Mel Butler: This recipient has, for several years, served as Chair of the Health Services 
Committee. He was the former Chair or Co-Chair of the Putting Green Committee. He serves on 
the MSAG Board Health Services Committee. He will serve as the Area Chair for the Terraces. And 
he plays a wicked ukulele at the Garden Jam on Fridays. 

Julie Howard: This recipient, as Chair of the Bulletin Boards Committee is the master care taker 
of the bulletin boards in the cubby area. She also helps keep the copier and shredder in order. 
She sings in the Gardens Chorale and serves as an area chair for the D Building. 

Lee Jackman: This recipient is Chair of the Birthday Committee and Co-Chair of the Christmas 
Distribution Committee, better known as The Elves. She plays the piano for residents of Magnolia 
Grove at least once a week and for many BHT gatherings. She played the piano together with Gus 
Diesslin for the summer singalong in the meadow. With her therapy dog, Tosh, she visits residents 
in Magnolia Grove, Oak Tree Lodge, and the community at large, regularly. 

Martha Lewis: She served this year with record breaking success as Co-Chair of the Employee 
Appreciation Retirement Fund. She also has been a member of CERT and Housekeeping 
committees. In addition she will be a member at large on the Club Council next year. 

Conrad Maas: For keeping our financial house in order for two years as Assistant Treasurer and 
two years as Treasurer and for using his tree pruning and gardening skills to keep our cutting 
gardens looking good. 
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Nan Maples: She is the Chair of the CLASP summer program and as such she leads over 90 
Gardeners in planning and executing that summer program. She also sings with the Gardens 
Chorale and as a quilter, par excellence, moderated the panel of quilters at the opening night of 
the Quilt Show in the Gallery. 

Nicole Mitescu: For her years of service on the Memorial Committee, which is responsible for 
display of a notice, a photo, and a single rose, on the death of a resident. And for her work as an 
interviewer on the Resident Interview Committee as well as her participation in the CLASP 
program and Gardens Chorale. 

David Reger: He spends hours as the Chair of the Audio/Visual Committee, setting up the Booth 
himself, or scheduling others to set up the Booth for the many activities which take place here in 
the Assembly. He is an enthusiastic supporter of our AV Staff and an indefatigable recruiter of 
residents to participate. He also servers as a member of the Education Scholarship Committee. 

Bob Rogers: He Chairs the Biography Files Committee, Chairs the Website Committee, and is our 
goto guru on website related issues as well as technology issues in general. He has been a 
member at large of the Council and will be our Vice President next year. He is the soloist for the 
Gus Diesslin Quartet Plus One. He is the vocal leader for the singalong concert in the meadow 
and has performed in many theatrical events here and was Co-Director of “War of the Worlds” 
this year. 

Royce Stutzman: For willingly and readily providing his experience and expertise in public 
accounting to Gardens Staff and Residents. For doing such a good job training our outstanding 
CFO, Patricia, when he was her boss and mentor. For serving on the MSAG Board and on its 
important Finance Committee and only tangentially for his love of wine and horses. 

Marilyn Dale: The next person has already received an accolade so is not eligible for another, but 
as our Past President she has not only been a help to the Executive Committee throughout the 
year but has done a terrific job of filling in for Evelyn Brown as Vice President. To recognize her 
contribution, her name will be placed on a plaque of all the past presidents which hangs in the 
Founders Room.  

Recognition of Retiring Officers, Area Chairs, and Alternates (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked retiring officers, area chairs, and alternates to stand for recognition by 
the Club: 

From the Gardens Council officers:  
  Vice President: Evelyn Diaz Brown  
  Treasurer: Conrad Maas 

From our At-Large Council members:  
  Joyce Roebuck  
  Bob Rogers 

From the Committee on Nominations: 
  Trisch Diaz  
  Jayne Sutton 

From our resident Board members: 
  John Nelson  
  Tom Rimer 
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Retiring Area Chairs and Alternates: 
  A Bldg.: Bette Corner – Chair 
  B Bldg.: Jane O’Donnell – Chair 
  Fringe: David McCarthy – Chair 
             Tom Pinney – Alt.  
  Bonita/Taylor: Rich Phillips – Chair 
  Harrison: Barbara McDowell – Alt.  
  Terraces: Sid Jones – Chair 
                Dick Carlson – Alt.  
  Oak Tree Lodge: Jeanne Aiken – Alt. 

President Wells thanked the above for their service as did the Club with applause. 

Installation of New and Continuing Area Chairs and Alternates (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked all new and continuing area chairs and alternates to stand for 
recognition and installation by the Club: 

  A Bldg.: Bill Thomas – Chair 
               Fred Maynard – Cont. Alt.  
  B Bldg.: Carole Harter – Chair 
               Tom Blackburn – Alt.  
  C Bldg.: Joan Presecan – Cont. Chair 
               Joan Dick – Cont. Alt.  
  D Bldg. (1): Tom Beal – Cont. Chair 
                    Joe Kelly – Cont. Alt.  
  D Bldg. (2): Julie Howard – Cont. Chair 
                    Jackie Donin – Cont. Alt.  
  Fringe: Susan Moncrieff – Chair 
              Linda Lewis – Alt.  
  Bonita/Taylor: Ethel Rogers – Chair 
                        Roger Ginsburg – Alt. 
  Harrison: Ken Brown – Cont. Chair  
                 Tom Beal – Alt.  
  Terraces: Mel Butler – Chair  
                 Don Robinson – Alt.  
  Oak Tree Lodge: Jean Motz – Cont. Chair 
                           Alan Carlisle – Alt.  
  Magnolia Grove: Dave Harshman – Cont. Chair  

President Wells thanked the above for their willingness to serve this year as did the Club with 
applause. 

Installation Members of the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee and the Committee on 
Nominations (Bill Wells): 

President Bill Wells asked the members of the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee and the 
Committee on Nominations to stand for recognition and installation by the Club: 

Buildings & Grounds Advisory Committee:  
  Barbara Bergman – Chair 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  Connie Black – Cont. Interiors Rep  
  Martha Lewis – At Large 

Committee on Nominations:  
  Bob Lee – Chair  
  Pat Bortscheller – Cont.  
  Owen Keavney – Cont.  
  Becca Kurtz – New  
  Judy Rascon – New 

President Wells thanked the above for their willingness to serve this year as did the Club with 
applause. 

Installation of Council Officers and Members at Large (Marilyn Dale): 

President Bill Wells asked Marilyn Dale as her last official act as Past President to install Council 
officers and Members at Large. Past President Dale asked the Council officers and Members at 
Large to stand: 

Officers:  
  President: Bill Wells  
  Vice President: Bob Rogers 
  Secretary: Lynn Bush  
  Treasurer: Barbara McDowell  
  Asst. Treasurer: Rob Kurtz 

Members at Large:  
  Dale Bensko  
  Arthur Bode  
  Daryl Smith 

Past President Dale congratulated the above and wished them the best as did the Club with 
applause.      

Adjournment 

President Bill Wells adjourned the meeting at 9:52am.      

Next Council meeting:  Monday, February 4, 2019, at 9:00am in the Assembly. 
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2017 2018 2019

Committee Acct # Budget Budget BUDGET

Announcements 1 25$            $25 $35

Amateur Radio Club 3 350 1,500 1,500

Art Inventory 4 100 100 100

Arts and Crafts Center 5 1,000 1,000 1,000

Audio/Video Facilities 6 1,200 1,200 1,200

Banking Services 7 25 25 25

Bio Files  8 100 100 200

Birthday Dinners 9 600 600 700

Book Reviews 10 200 200 250

Bridge/Games 11 100 100 50

CLASP 12 2,000 2,000 2,000

Christmas Pkg. Distribution 13 25 25 260

Community Orientation 14 40 40 40

Dance 15 50 50 100

Display Cases 16 300 300 55

Diversity 17 500 500 500

CERT 18 2,500 2,500 1,500

Executive 20 600 600 600

Conservation & Sustainablity 21 0 1,000 1,000

The Forum 22 1,200 1,400 1,400

Gallery Exhibits 23 800 800 800

Gardens Chorale 24 2,200 2,200 2,000

Gardens, Cutting 25 1,500 1,200 1,000

Discretionary 26 300 300 300

The Speaker's Corner 27 500 500 500

Geneology 28 1,000 500 0

Great Decisions 29 500 0 600

Green Leaf 30 9,500 10,800 10,800

Knitters 31 400 400 400

Health Education Lectures 32 150 150 150

Hearing Resources 33 200 200 200

Horseshoes 34 425 350 150

Hospitality 35 1,200 800 800

Interior 36 150 150 150

Kaffee Klatsch 37 50 85 85

Library 38 9,000 9,000 9,000

Lounge Flowers 41 200 200 0

Memorial 42 180 250 250

Model Trains 43 100 500 500

Music Programs 44 10,000 10,000 10,000

Photography, Events 45 150 150 150

Putting Green 46 600 750 1,000

Inter-Faith Chaplin Support 47 150 150 900

Resid. Holiday/Theme Parties 48 4,750 5,000 5,000

Resident Interviews 49 200 200 150

The Film Committee 50 1,000 1,000 1,000

Theatre Company 52 1,000 2,000 2,000

Gardeners On The Go 54 0 0 200

Website 53 0 100 200

Total (49) committees with budgets 57,120$     $61,000

$60,800

Gardens Club Budget 2019
  Attachment 1



Gardens Club

Mt. San Antonio Gardens

              Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2018 (2/l/2018-1/31/2019)

Account Beginning In Out Year End

Balance Balance

(2/1/2018) (1/31/2019)

General Operating Fund $21,849.11 $51,587.91 $48,772.70 $24,664.32

Scholarship Fund 650.00$ $55,758.81 $55,774.81 $634.00

Appreciation/Retirement Funds $28,048.16 $449,666.55 $445,153.20 $32,561.51

Special Needs Fund $103,592.40 $22,362.83 $61,355.96 $64,599.27

Special Needs Fund, $90,658.78 $36.26 $0.00 $90,695.04

Interest Maximizer Acct.

San Antonio Shop Operating Fund $6,000.00 $43,128.56 $43,327.59 $5,800.97

as of December 31, 2017 and 2018

Banking Service $5,008.25 $0.00 $8.25 $5,000.00

Petty Cash: Stamps, Visual Aid,

and  San  Antonio Shop $740.00 $0.00 $0.00 $740.00

Total Assets $256,546.70 $622,540.92 $654,392.51 $224,695.11

Corporate Held

Restricted Garden Club Funds

as of l/31/2018 and 1/31/2019                                                                    
$317,876.16$322,291.94 $300,516.00

   Attachment 2



GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, January 7, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council February 4, 2019 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Joan Presecan, Tom Beal, 
Julie Howard, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, Sid Jones, Ken 
Brown, Jean Motz, David Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
No Board representative was in attendance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the December 3, 2018 meeting were 
approved as posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 

Building A had a wonderful Christmas. It is continuing to 
integrate with new neighbors, Adnan Aswad and Davetta 
Williams. It held a monthly “wine and dine” which will 
continue the rest of the year. It also welcomed a new 
Building President, Bill Thomas, who will be sitting in my 
place next year. And a Christmas decorations committee was 
formed with Nan Maples and Bill Durkee in charge. Let me 
thank, finally, Marilyn Peppin for the work she does in 
creating posters for our events. 

B Building (Jane O’Donnell): 
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B Building had a wonderful holiday season together. And 
that’s all. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

C Building had a Christmas Party and an indescribable New 
Years Day Party. It was great. 

D Building (July Howard): 

On December 12, the D building residents and visitors shared 
an enjoyable Open House event and Holiday Party.  

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

David McCarthy gave a “Nixon style” farewell. Linda Lewis 
and Susan Moncrieff will be sitting in his chair (probably one 
at a time) next year. 

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

Deferred to Ken Brown. 

Harrison/Taylor(Ken Brown): 

Bonita-Harrison/Taylor has five empty spaces. One will 
probably be occupied this month but the others will need to 
wait until March. Great parties were held with Judy Rascon 
primarily responsible. She has made arrangements for “third 
week of the month” parties this year. Lee Jackman will be 
taking that responsibility next year. Ken expressed regret 
that his cohort, Rich Phillips, who had been a good mentor, 
was leaving, but satisfaction that his replacement will be 
Ethel Rogers. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 

The Terraces enjoyed the Christmas season with major light 
displays and our own Christmas tree. It will continue with 
monthly dinners. Sid announced he was leaving and would 
be replaced by Mel Butler. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

The Lodge has had a wonderful season. It is looking forward 
to a happy new year and a new resident Marjorie Stoddard. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Magnolia Grove is very happy to continue its relationship 
with the Foothill Country Day School and its adopt a 
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grandchild program. Magnolia Grove had a great Christmas 
celebration with them. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

Ms. Beith reminded residents of the Annual Corporate Board 
meeting this Thursday in the Assembly at 4:00pm. It will be 
electing members for six open positions and reporting on the 
status of the organization. 

Ms. Beith also wanted to address the recent thefts in the 
cottages. As an attempt to reduce public information about 
residents which could be used by a thief, unit numbers have 
been removed from the semicircular carport and distribution 
of the “away list” will be more restrictive. To better support 
Security, portable technologies are under study which could 
be installed in units when the occupants are away. Ms. Beith 
will be meeting with Security this week to discuss other 
approaches. Ideas from residents are welcome. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

The Appreciation Fund received many “thank you’s” from 
employees. They have been posted in the cubby area. 

Bill introduced Trisch Diaz, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, who in turn introduced the slate of officers for 
next years Council: 

 President   Bill Wells 
 Vice President   Bob Rogers 
 Treasurer   Barbara McDowell 
 Assistant Treasurer  Rob Kurtz  
 Secretary   Lynn Bush  
 Member at Large  Dale Bensko 
 Member at Large  Arthur Bode  
 Member at Large  Daryl Smith  
 Building and Grounds  Barbara Bergmann  
 Building and Grounds  Connie Black  
 Building and Grounds  Martha Lewis 
 Nominations   Bob Lee (Chair)  
 Nominations   Pat Bortscheller  
 Nominations   Owen Keavney  
 Nominations   Becca Kurtz  
 Nominations   Judy Rascon 
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Bill reminded residents that the slate will be posted and 
then voted on at the Annual Gardens Council Meeting on 
January 28th. At that meeting various annual reports will 
also be made. To assure a quorum all residents are urged to 
attend. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Marilyn Dale): 

Past President Dale urged committee chairpersons to return 
their lists of members as soon as possible to her. She would 
like to complete a roster before the Annual Meeting on the 
28th. She urged resigning chairpersons to suggest 
replacements. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

Treasurer Maas reported that the Gardens Club began 
November with a balance of $658,794. It had receipts of 
$15,450 and expenditures of $452,982 ($440,153 of which 
was for the Appreciation Fund), for a closing of $221,262. It 
also had Restricted Corporate Held Funds of $298,684 
making a grand total of $519,947. 

Treasurer Maas urged chairpersons of committees to send 
their requests for reimbursement by January 18th if they 
wish them debited against the 2018 fiscal year budget. The 
Budget Committee will meet Tuesday to finalize its proposal 
for 2019, which will then be posted and, of course, voted 
upon at the Annual Meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AV Committee (David Reger) 

David reminded residents (and particularly committee 
chairs) that the AV Booth will be “going dark” on February 
4th. AV services will be in hiatus for about a month during 
renovation. 

He also made a case for joining the AV Committee 
immediately after renovation, because no one would be 
expert on the new equipment and all would be open to new 
learning. Anyone who can program their TiVo or work their 
iPhone would be a welcome addition. The next AV 
Committee meeting is Wednesday, January 16th. All are 
invited to check the Committee out. 

Page �  of �4 5



David also thanked the Gardens staff who work with the 
committee and the many others who this year have provided 
support. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:21am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The Annual Meeting will be held on January 28, 2019 at 
9:00am in the Assembly. 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, February 
4,  2019 at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, December 3, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council January 7, 2019 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara McDowell, 
Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Joan Presecan, Tom Beal, 
Julie Howard, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, Sid Jones, Jean 
Motz, David Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
He introduced Neil Gerard as the visiting MSAG Board 
member. Neil has been a member of the Board since 2016. 
He currently serves on the Investment Committee and the 
Strategic Planning Futures Committee. He spent his career 
in higher education, early on at Cal Polly Pomona and later, 
for 22 years, in various positions at Pomona College 
including Associate Dean of Students. He has also been very 
much involved in community activities, currently being the 
Executive Director of the Community Emergency Response 
Team for the City of Upland. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the November 5, 2018 meeting were 
approved with the deletion of John Maguire’s name as 
present and the addition of an amount, up to $2500, to the 
authorization request for Winterfest. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 

Building A is welcoming two new members: Adnan Aswad and 
Davetta Williams. Ms. Williams has the same last name as 
Ms. Corner, both coming from Iowa, so some unexpected 
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relationship is possible. Ms. Corner is coming to the end of 
her term as A Building representative. She is sad, but feels 
sure she will find other activities. Building A is looking 
forward to the second Monday, when they will wine and dine 
and be visited, this time of year, by an A Building Santa 
Claus, otherwise know as Tom Slobko. 

B Building (Jane O’Donnell): 

The busy holiday season begins in earnest in the B Building 
this Thursday afternoon, when we gather to decorate our 
tree in the lounge. Then on Saturday, the 15th, we will get 
together for a Holiday Hors-d’oeuvre Party before dinner. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

Building C has had an incredible few days. Focused on our 
Christmas tree and a party on Saturday, the Building shared 
in unparalleled community — all taking a meaningful part. 
The party was followed by dinner in the Gallery and we all 
went home happy. 

D Building (Tom Beal): 

Building D welcomed the Dibbles on the fourth floor (in Bill 
Wells’ old place). We currently have a large number of 
apartments that are in the process of changing, so more to 
come. We are looking forward to our Christmas open house 
on the 13th of December. Everybody is invited. It starts at 
3:00pm. We do each floor in succession starting with the 
bottom floor.  

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

I have nothing to report except for one desertion. Sharilyn 
Morell is moving to the Terraces, for no reason I can 
understand, and taking her two snarling dogs with her. One 
of them weighs at least five pounds. 

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

We have two new residents, Hank and Rita Krieger. Those on 
the Gardens’ tennis ladder will have to move down one slot. 
Hank was the tennis coach of CMC for a number of years and 
an excellent player himself. We have had our usual social 
events: the third of the month party, our mystery dinner, 
and our cocktail party. All were well attended and well 
received. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 
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We are looking forward to our holiday party tomorrow night. 
And we are looking forward to Bill Elhai moving in on 
December 21. We are putting up all of our holiday or 
Christmas decorations. And the Terraces will be very gay for 
the rest of the year. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

We welcomed Marge Richards and Arnie and Marian 
Thompson to the Lodge. We haven’t decorated yet but will 
be there soon. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Magnolia Grove works on social interaction: they’ve added a 
second luncheon for men. We also have a visit from the 
Foothill Day School. They will be coming out to celebrate 
the holidays. And we have a group who are refreshing their 
culinary skills and then sharing their “goodies” with us. We 
are having a good time. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

Ms. Beith focused on two items: a resident survey and the 
sound system in the Assembly . 

Accreditation and licensure requires a resident survey every 
two years. Holleran, an outside company, has been engaged 
to do the work. They will contact residents within the next 
four weeks: by email for Gardeners currently receiving the 
NOW by email; hard copy in the cubbies, for those who do 
not. Only tabulated results will be seen by administration, 
guaranteeing confidentiality. Most questions are standard for 
CRC’s, but some customization is possible. And on the form 
itself, comments can be entered. The administration is 
currently developing a set of custom questions. Input from 
Gardeners is welcome.  

A meeting discussing the new sound system will take place 
this week with Dave Reger’s committee. The administration 
is trying to incorporate the needs of the various groups who 
use the system. There will be ten microphone channels and 
improved speakers. The system has been a long time in 
coming but is nearly here. 
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Cathie Brown asked if the new system included replacing 
the microphone she was holding and was told that it would. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano) 

Ms. Atilano shared one “update”. 

A new policy has been adopted by the Department of Public 
Health for skilled nursing which requires our dietary 
department to be surveyed every three to six months. This 
includes our main kitchen and the two independent 
kitchens in the Villas. The Department has also 
implemented a letter grade, just like the restaurants have. 
We have been surveyed and received a grade of “A”. That 
designation will be posted on the “consumer board” of 
Magnolia Grove as well as the boards in the Villas. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

President Wells had three brief reminders. 

First, this Wednesday (December 5, 2018) is the deadline for 
residents to submit their choices for committees. 

Second, the Employee Appreciation Party is tomorrow 
afternoon (December 4, 2018) at 2:30pm in the Assembly. 

Third, Andrea and Chris were married yesterday, but it is not 
too late to give them a wedding card if you so desire. There 
is a basket in the social center in front of the fireplace for 
that purpose. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Marilyn Dale): 

Past President Dale (filling in for Evelyn Diaz Brown) had 
four committee requests for name and or description 
changes which had been approved by the Committee on 
Committees. 

First, the Transportation Committee proposed a name and 
description change as follows: 

Gardeners On The Go: The Committee works with the 
Wellness Center to investigate and provide information on 
ways to get around inside and outside our camps. We 
promote safety in both walking and riding. The Committee 
coordinates transportation services with the 
Administration. We educate Gardeners about ride hailing 
services, car rental options, pick-up/drop-off points and 
new modes of transportation. 
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They also have a clever logo, which Past President Dale 
hopes will be used to advertise their activities. 

President Wells asked the Council for a vote on the change 
and it was adopted. 

Second, the Photography Events Committee wished to 
enlarge their description as follows: 

Photography Events Committee: Photographs residents 
and guests at parties and events occurring in the Gardens 
including Easter, Fourth of July, Memorial Day and other 
parties sponsored by the Party Committee, bimonthly 
putting contests, and Koffee Klatch; coordinates with the 
various committees organizing events; posts pictures after 
the event and makes copies available to residents. 

President Wells asked the Council for a vote on the 
enlargement and it was adopted. 

Third, the Banking Services Committee wished to delete the 
words “and checks payable to residents” from their 
description because Banks no longer accept third party 
checks. 

President Wells asked the Council for a vote on the deletion 
and it was adopted. 

Fourth, the Woodworking Committee proposed a name and 
description change as follows: 

Wood Shop Committee: The purpose of the Wood Shop 
Committee is as follows:  

1. Maintain the function and safety of the resident Wood 
Shop equipment owned by the Gardens.  

2. Assist Gardens residents in the repair and assembly of 
furniture and minor electrical devices.  

3. Assist other Gardens committees with their 
construction needs (CLASP, Theater, etc.).  

4. Provide a place and support community for Gardens 
residents to continue their pursuit of woodworking as 
a hobby. 

President Wells asked the Council for a vote on the change 
and it was adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

Treasurer Maas reported that the Gardens Club began 
November with a balance of $618,329. It had receipts of 
$47,231 (almost $42,000 for the Appreciation Fund) and 
expenditures of $6,765, for a closing of $658,794. It also had 
Restricted Corporate Held Funds of $295,505 making a grand 
total of $954,300. 

David Reger asked for a clarification of the negative $300 
listed for the Scholarship Fund. Treasurer Maas responded 
that the Scholarship Fund, per se, is carried as a Restricted 
Corporate Fund even though the Gardens does 
disbursement. The negative amount in our budget reflects 
the fact that the Corporation owes us $300 for 
disbursements made but not reimbursed. The total in the 
Restricted Corporate Funds is $191,748. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell): 

Assistant Treasurer McDowell thanked everyone for their 
contributions to the Employee Appreciation Fund. The 
amount allotted for distribution to employees was $440,000 
after an initial request of $340,000. This year’s allotment 
also surpassed last year’s distribution of $370,000.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Employee Appreciation Committee (Stuart Oskamp) 

Mr. Oskamp reiterated Assistant Treasurer McDowell’s thanks 
to Gardens residents for their generosity. He reminded 
Gardeners that the Employee Appreciation Party is tomorrow 
(December 4, 2018) and that additional information about 
the funds to be distributed will be shared at that time. 

Website Committee (Bob Rogers) 

Mr. Rogers showed posters currently on the website under 
“In and About the Gardens->Coming Events”. Someone 
would be welcome to help with that effort since keeping up 
with the pace of events at the Gardens is a challenge. Diane 
Stielstra is currently on board but more are needed. This 
section of the website requires more work than any other. 
But for information about activities, wherever they may 
occur in the Gardens, “In and About the Gardens->Coming 
Events” is the place to go. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
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There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Sid Jones announced that the Party Committee is looking for 
new members and invited anyone interested to join the 
Committee immediately after Gardens Council in the Bridge 
Area of the Assembly where they will begin the 2019 
planning process. 

Frankie Norbert invited Area Representative to remind their 
constituents that they are not to put boxes out with the 
trash. By the E Building there are three enormous cartons. 
The Gardens has posters describing the proper way to 
dispose of boxes but those guidelines are being ignored. 

Ethel Rogers asked about the “revamping of D Building”. 
Tom Beal responded that no “rebuilding was occurring”, only 
the usual reconditioning of apartments before new residents  
move in. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:29am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, January 7,  
2019 at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, November 5, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council December 3, 2018 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara McDowell, 
Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Joan Dick, Tom Beal, Julie 
Howard, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, Sid Jones, Jean 
Motz, David Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
He introduced Dennis Smith who has been a member of the 
Gardens Board since 2014. He is currently the chair of the 
Nominating Committee but has been a member of many 
other committees and active in Claremont. In addition to 
serving on the Planning Commission and the Committee on 
Aging, he served as president of Rotary and chair of CERT. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the October 1, 2018 meeting were approved 
as posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 

Building A is looking forward to having a new member, which 
is pretty much all the news, except that it’s second Tuesday 
“wine and dine” continues to go well. 

B Building (Jane O’Donnell): 

Last week, B Building welcomed Dave Faris as a new 
member, and our residents are looking forward to getting to 
know him. 
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C Building (Joan Dick): 

Our cupboards are full of water for disaster preparedness. 
And we had our third open house by the residents in the 
circle, who opened their homes, individually, and then 
shared in wine and hors d’oeuvres afterwards. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

D Building residents, like the rest of the community here at 
the Gardens, are looking forward to hearing the results of 
the evaluation of D Building’s structural worthiness. 

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

We have bad news and exciting news. The bad news is that 
Sharilyn Morell has decided to leave us for the Terraces. The 
exciting news is that Tuesday in the Fringe is toilet paper 
day. We have that once a week actually. 

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

We had three successful social events: our “mystery” dinner, 
our third of the month dinner, and the BHT cocktail party. 

Harrison/Taylor (Ken Brown): 

Not present. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 

We are looking forward to the move of Sharilyn Morell at the 
end of the month to a one bedroom apartment. And we have 
another one bedroom available, so you can think about that. 
All is really well in the Terraces. New officers will be elected 
on the thirteenth.  

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

We have welcomed Gina Dunseth and Marge Richards to the 
Lodge. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Magnolia Grove had an old fashioned Halloween Night. We 
had forty trick-or-treaters come to our door, more than I saw 
when I lived in Glendale. They came from Foothill Country 
Day School, across the street. We have a pretty good 
relationship with them, having adopted two or three of their 
classes. 
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ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

I was asked to give an update on upgrades to the audio-
visual equipment in the Assembly. As you know, there have 
been multiple frustrations with the microphones, speakers, 
recording equipment and video cameras. We put $30,000 in 
last year’s budget to correct those problems assuming we 
could continue using the Crestron system we currently 
have. About six months ago IT began soliciting bids for an 
upgrade. They encountered the following obstacles: the 
lack of Crestron service providers in this geographical area; 
the inability of our current equipment to interface with 
desired changes going forward; and the much higher than 
expected costs of any upgrade. So, within the last couple of 
weeks, we decided to eliminate several planned IT projects 
in this years budget and increase the capital allocation to 
$100,000 for the purchase a new audio-visual system for 
the Assembly. IT has found a company they would like to 
work with. As a next step, stakeholders in this process — 
the AV Committee, the drama group, the music and 
performance groups, and others who use the Assembly for 
speakers and meetings — will be consulted. There are a 
diverse set of requirements which this project must meet. 
We are encouraged, however, that we now have the 
resources to start from scratch. 

Tonight, at 7:00pm, we are having a neighborhood meeting. 
We have invited neighbors to the north and some on Taylor 
Drive to view our plans for the Wellness Center so that they 
are aware of what is coming and have an opportunity to 
provide feedback. 

[In response to a question.] I have met with the two 
engineers who are doing the evaluation of the D Building. 
We will soon have their report. I will also be meeting with 
Melvin Greene who is providing a second opinion. And after 
this meeting I will be presenting to the Executive 
Committee of the Board a plan to put together a small 
focus group of knowledgeable people to track the strategic 
planning dimensions of D Building problems. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

Evelyn Diaz Brown is taking a leave of absence to support 
her husband. Marilyn Dale and I will be filling in. So the 
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President’s and Vice-President’s reports are combined this 
morning. 

First, we have all received a request for our Gardens 
committee preferences for next year. Please respond to that 
request. There is a box for completed surveys in the cubby 
area. If you have questions about committees don’t hesitate 
to ask “older hands” for clarification. We do want to get you 
involved in the life of the community if possible. 

Second, we have received a proposal from the Conservation 
and Sustainability Committee for continuing education on 
sustainable living at the Gardens. The Gardens Executive 
Committee and the Committee on Committees unanimously 
supported the proposal. Jan Bush will read it here and 
provide handouts to interested residents. It will also be 
available in the cubbies. A vote is not required, but I would 
encourage area representatives to take a copy of the 
proposal back to their areas for interested residents to 
review. 

[Jan Bush read the proposal from the Conservation and 
Sustainability Committee which is available in the cubbies. 
In response to a question, she said the proposed news letter 
will address energy and water use at the Gardens and 
suggest ways Gardeners can reduce their use of energy and 
water in public spaces if they choose to do so.] 

Pending from our last meeting is a request to Council for 
approval of a Special Needs Committee grant to the Choral 
Committee for Winter Fest funding. 

[Kate Stoever reviewed the request which was to approve up 
to $2500 for the Gardens Chorale to present “Winterfest: A 
Holiday Frolic”. The Council voted to approve.] 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

The Gardens Club began October with a balance of 
$494,176. It had receipts of $131,690 ($128,528 of that is for 
the appreciation fund) and expenditures of $7,538, for a 
closing of $618,329. It also had Restricted Corporate Held 
Funds of $296,264 making a grand total of $914,593. 

During the latter part of this month, requests will go out to 
chairpersons of committees asking for their budgetary needs 
for next year. Please expedite the return of those requests. 
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ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell): 

I have the total for this year of contributions to the 
Appreciation Fund. We have collected $414,365.55. 88% of 
independent residents have contributed to the Fund. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Appreciation and Retirement Fund (Stuart Oscamp) 

As you just heard, our campaign for the Appreciation and 
Retirement Fund has been a great success, and is continuing  
thru November 18th. We want to thank everyone who has 
contributed so generously. But one of our goals is 
participation of all residents. So, to those who have not yet 
contributed, if you cannot give as much as you would like, 
please give something. 

[In answer to a question] Our contributions this year are 
greater than they were last year. [Conrad Maas added that 
we paid out $370,000 last year. Bill Wills noted our goal for 
this year was $340,000, so we have exceeded both figures.] 

Diversity Committee (Bette Corner) 

The Diversity Committee is proud to announce we have 
commitments for two Assembly speakers: one from the 
Muslim “church” and also the rabbi of Temple Beth Israel. 
Dates for their presentations have not yet been set but we 
will be very active even if it is not until after the first of 
the year. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Page �  of �5 6



President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:30am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 
3, at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, October 1, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council November 5, 2018 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, 
Barbara McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers, Daryl Smith 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, 
Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Joan Presecan, Tom Beal, 
Julie Howard, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, Jean Motz, 
David Harshman


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
He reminded those attending that the Assembly has a dead 
zone next to the AV Booth and invited those who have 
hearing issues to move to another area or obtain a head set 
from John Nelson. The AV Committee and the IT Department 
are working on the problem but a major acquisition may be 
necessary, so some additional delay in finding a solution is 
likely. Arlene Andrew, the visiting Board Member was 
introduced. She joined our Board in January. She serves as a 
member of the Strategic Planning and Futures Committee. 
Her background is in city planning with a focus on historic 
preservation. The cities of La Verne and Rancho Cucamonga 
have made use of her services. In Claremont, among other 
boards, she served on the Committee on Aging and the 
Planning Commission. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the September 4, 2018 meeting were 
approved as corrected. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 
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Building A is looking forward to their yearly pizza party on 
October 8th in its own dining area. In subsequent months it 
will meet in the Gallery on the second Monday of each 
month for fellowship. Many have asked if there is a 
“resident representative” observing the work progress of 
the “dining change committee”, to be able to praise all 
workman for “a prompt job activity”. 

B Building (Jane O’Donnell): 

No report. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

No report. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

No report. 

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

The Fringe was delighted to receive Paula Hui this month. It 
will have an October Fest Party on Tuesday which will 
include a poll dancing contest for the first time and some 
other unusual features.  

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

We had a very special event last Friday, an October Fest. It 
was held in the Assembly. A good time was had by all, and 
Bob Rogers deserves special thanks for his work in arranging 
it. 

Harrison/Taylor (Ken Brown): 

Not present. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 

The Terraces are looking forward to their fall party, 
Wednesday, October 10th. And at our October meeting the 
nominating committee will be submitting a slate of new 
officers for 2019. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Jean Motz): 

The Oak Tree Lodge welcomed Fulton Lytle into its 
community. And Marcy McCallister, our Director, is to be 
commended for a beautiful presentation of Phantom of the 
Opera. 
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Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Our new activity director, Laurie Flores, is doing a terrific 
job in trying to integrate us into more social activities. 
There have been special luncheons, including one for women 
only and an equal opportunity for men. Both came off well, 
and the increased socialization is helping. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

The Administration is beginning to move forward with a 
different company from Amazon, American Lockers, to deal 
with package delivery. The lockers will be installed in the 
area by the cubbies which “elves” use during the Christmas 
season, but every effort will be made not to interfere with 
that process. The lockers will be internet enabled, so 
residents can chose to have packages delivered there for 
pickup after hours or on weekends. Administration will 
update residents as installation progresses. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano) 

I would first like to thank residents who participated in the 
Medication Lecture and Health Assessment Event last 
Saturday. The Keck pharmacy and Western University 
physician assistant students were very appreciative.  

Also, I want to mention, the Gardens’ Flu Clinic, which will 
be held October 12th from 8am until 10am in the Gallery. 

And finally, I want to remind us of our campus wide disaster 
drill on October 18th at 10:18am in the morning. It is part 
of the statewide “Great Shakeout” and supports our 
continued involvement with the broader community. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

After receiving a number of excellent suggestions for 
someone to fill John Ekelund’s term as Member at Large on 
the Council, the Executive Committee voted unanimously to 
nominate Daryl Smith. A vote of the Council is required. 

[The Council vote was taken and Daryl Smith approved as 
Member at Large of the Council.] 
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There are six vacancies on the Gardens Board of Directors: 
three resident members and three community members. A 
number of nominations have been received for the resident 
position, but not many for the community. Additional 
nominations, from residents, for the community position 
would be welcome. The deadline for nominations has been 
extended to the end of this week (i.e., Friday, October 5th). 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Evelyn Diaz Brown): 

The Committee on Committees met this past week and as 
one item of business nominated Ruth Abel as Assistant 
Manager for Financial of the San Antonio Shop. A Council 
vote is required. 

[The Council vote was taken and Ruth Abel approved as 
Assistant Manager for Financial of the San Antonio Shop.] 

The chairperson of the “Dead Poet’s Society” requested that  
their committee name by changed to “Gardens Poet’s 
Society”. A Council vote is required. 

[The Council vote was taken and “Gardens Poet’s Society” 
approved as the new committee name.] 

The chairperson of the “Saturday Night Movie Committee” 
requested that their name be changed to “Film Committee”. 
A Council vote is required. 

[The Council vote was taken and “Film Committee” 
approved as the new committee name.] 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

The Gardens Club began September with a balance of 
$233,050. It had receipts of $269,347 ($263,000 of that is for 
the appreciation fund) and expenditures of $8,221, for a 
closing of $494,176. It also had Restricted Corporate Held 
Funds of $295,950 making a grand total of $790,127. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell): 

I am doing the Appreciation Fund. We have currently 
collected $280,566.40 or approximately %82 of the total 
requested ($340,000). Because of deadline pressures, first 
reminders will be going out even though some contributions 
have not yet been tabulated. Please excuse the second 
request if you have already made a contribution. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
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Special Needs Committee (Kate Stoever) 

The Special Needs Committee received a request for $2200 
from the Choral Committee to produce a Winter Fest 
Pageant in December of this year. It granted $2500 to deal 
with contingencies, but since our bylaws require Council 
approval for amounts over $2000, I am bringing it to your 
attention today. The bylaws also stipulate a waiting period 
of one month for a vote. So approval of the Special Needs 
Committee action will occur in November. (In response to a 
question from Cathie Brown) Funds will be spent on sets, 
costumes, extra musicians, props — the list is long and 
detailed. 

As a final note, if a committee is planning something beyond 
its usual budget, they should by all means think of Special 
Needs. We are here to help. 

Website Committee (Bob Rogers) 

Usernames and passwords were scheduled for September, 
(the change will happen shortly) but has not happened yet. 
As you probably know, this is not uncommon for technology. 
I will leave up the current login and password thru the 
month of October. You will, however, be receiving an email 
inviting you to go to a “landing page”, where you can set a 
password for your email address, which is to be used as a 
login identifier. After that you can use your email address 
and password to log on to the resident website. We have 
275 email addresses. We have 280 residents in independent 
living. So at least five residents will need email addresses 
before they can access our new website. The workaround is 
to go to G-mail and obtain an address for free. But if that 
does not appeal to you, contact me and I will get you a 
login ID and password. Subsequent changes, however, will 
become your responsibility. 

All resident documents are now up on the new website. 
Complete separation from the MSAG commercial site is 
imminent. This separation provides security protection for 
information we might not want to share with the general 
public. A new feature of the separated site is a “photo 
gallery”. Residents will be able to update their photo every 
year rather than being stuck with the one taken when they 
entered the Gardens. The only caution is that it must be 
high quality (i.e., have a lot of pixels).  
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(In response to a question from Bill Wells) Seminars can be 
provided at any time to help residents thru the 
transformation process. 

(In response to a question from … ) Logins and passwords 
which Amy provides to give timely information about work 
orders is totally separate from the resident website. But 
once everyone has made the adjustment to the new 
website, bringing those two systems together would be  
good. 

Diversity Committee (Bette Corner) 

The Diversity Committee had a “wonderful” diversity 
assembly largely due to the work of Lola Taylor. The 
Committee plans to keep going with “lots of interesting 
things”. Additional committee members are always 
welcome. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Thanks to Bette Corner (Evelyn Diaz Brown) 

Because Council did not meet in August, I failed to give 
proper thanks to Bette Corner for leading us in our 
participation in the Fourth of July Parade. Thank you Bette. 

[Council responded with a round of applause.] 

NEW BUSINESS: 

New Billing Rates (Jane O’Donnell) 

Looking at my bill, I was billed, this month, for last years 
amount. I believe others have had similar problems. Please 
check your bill. 

Elizabeth Monica and Billing (Maureen Beith) 

One thing I forgot to mention is that Elizabeth Monica has 
recovered from her shoulder injury and will be returning to 
the Gardens, part time, next Monday. (In response to a 
question from Bill Wells.) I am surprised that there are 
billing problems and will look into it. 

Cost of the New Audio System (Bill Wells) 

(In response to a question from Cathie Brown) I can ask IT 
and the AV Committee to give you a report on the cost of a 
new sound system at our next meeting. 
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Effective Range of Emergency Pendants (Lisa Atilano) 

(In response to a question from Frankie Nobert) We do have 
repeaters for emergency pendants. This portion of the Social 
Center is covered. If you pushed it in here, you would be 
found. 

Prior Warning of AV Needs (Don Griffin) 

I wanted to remind all members of committees and chairs 
that notice by the third week of the month prior to the 
month in which an AV event occurs assures adequate 
staffing. The AV Committee meets that third week, and 
requests coming thereafter can only be filled if someone 
happens to be available and volunteers. Dave has frequently 
filled any gap but cannot be expected to do so indefinitely. 
It is also important to let the Committee know if a speaker 
will have slides (e.g., a Power Point). Some Committee 
members are comfortable with that process but others are 
not. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:35am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, November 
5, at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, September 4, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council October 1, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, 
Barbara McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, Tom Rimer 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Carol Harter, Rich Phillips, Joan Presecan, Tom 
Beal, Julie Howard, David McCarthy


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
Emily Nelson, our graduate student in residence, was 
introduced. She will make an introductory presentation in 
the Assembly at 11:00 am on Wednesday, September 5th. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the July 2, 2018 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 

The A Building has survived the dark months without a 
meeting but has lost two friends, Senator McCain and 
Howard Ulm, the quiet man. 

B Building (Carol Harter): 

B Building enjoyed a pizza party on August 7th, beautifully 
planned by our social events committee. Jean Motz moved 
to the lodge but has been given extended cooking privileges 
in B for as long as she chooses. And Lillian Torres joined B as 
a new resident. 
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C Building (Joan Presecan): 

The C Building is all quiet and enjoying life. 

D Building (Julie Howard): 

In August, the D Building acquired three new members, two 
new residents and a cross campus move. 

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

The Fringe is anticipating a move of Paula Hui later this 
month. But not much else is going on. 

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

Bill and Jane Wells have moved to a cottage. The neighbors, 
so far, have had no complaints. 

Harrison/Taylor (Ken Brown): 

Not present. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 

Not present. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (TBD): 

Not present. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Magnolia Grove has a new activity director, Laurie Flores. 
She is enthusiastic and prepared to move ahead with ideas 
appealing to the gardeners in Magnolia Grove. We have been 
eating lunch in the patio and appreciate the work of the 
kitchen crew who made that possible. The next planned 
outing is September 21st. And a new dance craze, Zumba, 
seems to have caught on. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

We just had a big week for preparedness, an earthquake 
and police activity nearby, which prompts my wanting to 
describe our new emergency notification system, Swift 911.  
It was used this past week and will be tested again in 
September.  For a real emergency we learned we need to 
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say “this is not a test” and clearly identify that the call is 
from The Gardens. More information about Swift 911 will be 
in this weeks NOW. Gardeners are urged to let 
Administration know if they did not receive last week’s 
message and their preferences for mode of contact: cell 
phone, text, email, landline, or some combination.  

Also, The Gardens will be participating in The Great Shake 
Out, again this year. It will occur on October 18th. Area 
Disaster Chairs will provide information as the event nears. 
We will be working in tandem with Pomona Valley Hospital. 

And finally, in response to requests from residents, photos 
of activity behind the “big black flap” (i.e., the dining 
room dust shield) will be posted, most likely on Channel 6. 

VP of Health Services (Lisa Atilano) 

I also want to talk about upcoming events. The first will be 
September 26th at 9:30am in the Assembly: Inner Valley 
Health Plan (IVHP) Solutions. For those of you who have 
IVHP, it is the date we coordinated for feedback to them. 

The second event is the lecture and Brown Bag opportunity 
on September 29 with Dr. Kudo at 9:00 am in the Assembly. 
I will be there as will other medical staff including Dr. 
Endo. Graduate pharmacy students will be available under 
Dr. Kudo’s supervision to answer your questions or provide 
advice regarding your medications. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Bill Wells): 

In my President’s letter in the last Green Leaf, I talked 
about the architecture at the cottages. A number of you 
have expressed interest. Editorial staff cut out a portion 
which referenced Sam Tannenbaum’s article, “Architecture 
at the Gardens” which covers more than just the cottages. 
It can be found on our website in the Resident Section under 
“In and About the Gardens”. Please check it out, give Sam 
credit for having created it, and note that our website is an 
important source of information. 

With John Ekelund’s passing we now have a vacancy on our 
Council. His role was Member at Large, which gave him a 
vote on the Council and seats on the Budget Committee and 
Special Needs Committee. We will be actively looking for a 
replacement. Nominations from the broader Gardens 
community are welcome. 
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Regina Dixon, who retired recently as a Housekeeping 
Supervisor, received a gift from our retirement fund  for her 
long tenure at the the Gardens and responded with a thank 
you note to all of us. I will post it in the cubbies. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Evelyn Diaz Brown): 

The News of the Week (NOW) is highlighting one of the 
Gardens’ committees each week. If the committee chair 
would like to change the committee name or committee 
description please let me know and I will take appropriate 
action. (A change to committee structure requires a 
recommendation from the Committee on Committees and a 
Council vote.) 

The Executive Committee has consider the Solicitation Policy 
along with suggestions from the Committee on Committees. 
No change in Policy seemed warranted  at this time. The 
Executive Committee will review the Policy again should 
circumstances require it.  

TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

The Treasurer’s Report for September covers the months of 
July and August. The Gardens Club began that period with a 
balance of $241,199. It had receipts of $30,931 and 
expenditures of $39,080, for a closing of $233,050. It also 
had Restricted Corporate Held Funds of $293,583 making a 
grand total of $526,633. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell): 

No report. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Gardens Club Appreciation and Retirement Fund Committee (Stuart Oskamp) 

The Campaign for the 2018 Appreciation Fund begins today. 
Residents are prohibited by law from giving gifts to 
employees. This Campaign and the resulting bonus checks 
(distributed at the Appreciation Party on December 4th) is 
the only way for us to say thanks for their efforts on our 
behalf. When Mount San Antonio Gardens began operations, 
the Appreciation Committee emerged as the first Gardens 
Club committee. The Campaign, therefore, has historical as 
well as contemporary importance. Our goal this year is a 
total contribution of $340,000 and %100 participation. 
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Contributions need to be received by November 18th so 
please give generously and without delay.  

Vice Presidential Note (Evelyn Diaz Brown) 

Committee Chairs are invited every month to let me know if 
they have reports of their committee’s activities. Just 
before Council is sufficient notice. We welcome and 
encourage such reports. 

Diversity Committee (Bette Corner) 

The Diversity Committee will be sponsoring a Native 
American speaker on October 18th at 7:00 pm in the 
Assembly. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Assembly Microphones (Jan Bush) 

I want to raise as old business my continuing distress that 
we have to work so hard to be heard in Council and other 
meetings. The microphone which circulates among us, in 
contrast to the one you use, Mr. President, simply does not 
work well. 

Assembly Dead Spot (Don Griffin) 

There are certain dead areas with respect to sound in the 
auditorium. In the back, along side the Control Booth, is 
one of the worst of those. Head sets are strongly 
recommend for anyone sitting there. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:23am. 

NEXT MEETING: 
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The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, October 1, 
at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, July 2, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council, September 4, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara 
McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, Tom Rimer 

Area Representatives: 

Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Rich Phillips, Joan Presecan, 
Tom Beal, Julie Howard, David McCarthy, Ken Brown, Sid 
Jones


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
Vice President Evelyn Diaz Brown called the meeting to 
order at 9:00am. Cinda Claprood, visiting Board Member, 
was introduced. She joined the Board of Directors in 2013 
and served as chair of the Health Services Committee. She 
was born and raised in Pomona and had a long career at 
local hospitals as a critical respiratory therapist and director 
of outpatient pulmonary rehabilitation. Cinda and her 
husband have two children. Her mother, Grace Wayland, is a 
resident at the Gardens 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the June 4, 2018 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building (Bette Corner): 

The solicitation policy was discussed and seemed acceptable 
as written. Monthly dinners in the Gallery continue and are 
much enjoyed. 

B Building (Jane O’Donnell): 
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No report. 

C Building (Joan Presecan): 

The solicitation policy was extensively discussed. C Building 
was in complete agreement with the revision developed by 
the Committee on Committees (see below). Moving in and 
out continues but the whirlwind quality of recent changes is 
abating. 

D Building (Tom Beal): 

D Building had a quiet month but did acquire one new 
resident and have one move to the lodge. 

Fringe (David McCarthy): 

Nothing of consequence to report. 

Bonita/Taylor (Rich Phillips): 

No report. 

Harrison/Taylor (Ken Brown): 

Harrison/Taylor had a gathering at Barbara Bergmann’s and 
Daryl Smith’s new home and had a good time. 

Terraces (Sid Jones): 

The Terraces are looking forward to the Fourth of July on 
the Porch to see how much of the fireworks they can see 
thru the trees. Everything is well otherwise. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor (Bill Richards): 

Not present. 

Magnolia Grove (Dave Harshman) 

Not present. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO (Maureen Beith)  

Last week, escrow was opened on another house, 818 
Harrison, pursuant to the 2020 Strategic Plan (developed in 
the year 2000) which calls for purchase of properties south 
of Harrison, north of Bonita, east of Towne, and west of 
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Mountain. Because of the number of homes in this area the 
Board’s Strategic Planning Committee will be reviewing the 
policy to see if it needs to be limited. But homes along 
Harrison and Taylor continue to make sense. The 
refurbished version of 818 Harrison will be offered to the 
first person on the Taylor Drive waiting list. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Evelyn Diaz Brown): 

Bill and Jane Wells are in New York City. Their grandson just 
made his first musical performance at Carnegie Hall. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Evelyn Diaz Brown): 

The Committee on Committees (made up of all Area 
representatives to Council and chaired by the Vice 
President) met to discuss the sentiments expressed at Area 
meetings pertaining to the Gardens Club Solicitation Policy 
(10/5/2011) and ongoing efforts to support our MSAG 
community’s “not for profit” status. 

Each Area Representative reported on the discussion in her/
his Area, some of which were long and detailed.There was 
agreement that worthwhile local charities and organizations 
should be supported. 

The Committee on Committees voted to refer two 
recommendations to the Executive Committee for action: 
(1) an amendment to the current Solicitation Policy and (2) a 
recommendation that an existing Gardens Club committee 
be used to review future fundraising requests. 

The discussion leading up to this vote was lengthy and very 
thoughtful. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Conrad Maas) : 

The Gardens Club began June with a balance of $242,227. It 
had receipts of $5,493 and expenditures of $6,521, for a 
closing of $241,199. It also had Restricted Corporate Held 
Funds of $312,676 making a grand total of $553,875. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT (Barbara McDowell): 

No report. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
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 Special Needs (Joyce Roebuck) 

The Special Needs Committee met on June 18, 2018. All 
members were in attendance and approved two requests 
coming from the Website Committee chaired by Bob Rogers: 
(1) Adobe Software for $55 which will facilitate the work of 
the Website Committee and the Biography Committee; (2) 
Envira Pro Photo Gallery software for $99 which will improve 
and enhance the use of Resident photos by the Website, 
Biography, and Memorial Committees. Residents will also be 
able to use the Envira Pro software to update their photos 
when desired. Council approval is not needed since the 
amounts requested were small. 

Fourth of July (Bette Corner) 

Be it known: there is still an opportunity to participate, just 
sign up.  

Parade participants will convene at 8th and Yale between 
2:15pm and 2:30pm. The “long golf cart” will leave the 
Gardens at 1:00pm with a few participants to hold our place 
at 8th and Yale. We are 27th in the parade. Water will be 
provided by the “long golf cart”. Those who need a ride can 
wait for a driver by the Koi Ponds.  

We are now looking forward to meeting a new co-ordinator 
for next year. Think about it! 

Concerning Tuesday’s decorating: please come to the Koi 
Ponds at 10:00am where materials will be available “for 
your creative pleasure”.  

Those who are participating for the first time will receive 
their free T-shirts tomorrow (i.e., July 3, 2018) at the Koi 
Ponds. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
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There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Vice President Evelyn Diaz Brown adjourned the Council 
meeting at 9:20am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 4, at 9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, June 4, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council, July 2, 2018 
PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, 
Barbara McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, John Nelson, Royce Stutzmann 

Area Representatives: 

Fred Maynard, Jane O’Donnell, Carole Harter, Rich Phillips, 
Joan Presecan, Jackie Donin, Julie Howard, David McCarthy, 
Ken Brown, Dave Harshman, Sid Jones


Green Leaf Editor:

Cathie Brown


CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
Due to illness, there was no Board Member to introduce. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the May 7, 2018 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building: 

No report. 

B Building: 

No report. 

C Building: 

No report. 

D Building: 

No report. 
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Fringe: 

David McCarthy reported that Sharon Hightower had bailed 
on the Fringe. He heard from others that her new place is 
lovely, but he forgot to go to the open house and is being 
barred from entry. Things of great consequence are going on 
at the Fringe, but nothing of concern to the Council. 

Bonita/Taylor 

Rich Phillips reported that Denny Gambill had moved to the 
Lodge. 

Harrison/Taylor 

No report. 

Terraces: 

No report. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor: 

Bill Richards reported that the Lodge had their annual 
“vintage” tea reception. It was well attended and provided 
the chance to learn the correct way to sip tea. Many of the 
residents also wore their “vintage” dresses and hats. Next 
was the annual barbecue which each year seems to get 
better than the last, thanks to the great dining staff. 

Magnolia Grove 

Dave Harshman reported that Magnolia Grove had their 
Memorial Day barbecue in the patio of their area. He 
described a developing relationship with the Country Day 
School across the street. A group from their area went over 
to the School to be entertained by kindergarteners and a 
group from the School visited here. Magnolia Grove also had 
a trip to the Nixon Presidential Library. And a group from the 
Grove is currently studying American Sign Language and 
“continuing to grow”. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO 

No report. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
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Bill Wells described the process to be followed in affirming 
or modifying the policy on solicitation called out by Maureen 
in her report last month. Two areas did discuss the policy, 
without being prompted, but most did not. Therefore, at 
the recent Committee on Committees meeting, area 
representatives were instructed to raise the issue with their 
areas (if they have not already done so). And at the next 
meeting of the Committee on Committees, their results will 
be shared. Vice President Diaz Brown will then summarize 
them to Council. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Evelyn Diaz Brown reported that although Susan Seymour has 
been serving as Chair of the Resident Interview Committee, 
she never received a Council vote. Bill Wells called for a 
vote and Susan Seymour was officially confirmed as Chair. 
He also thanked Reid Shannon for his long tenure as Chair of 
that committee. 

Evelyn then placed Owen Keavney in nomination for 
membership on the Nominations Committee, following a 
recommendation by the Executive Committee and approval 
of the Committee on Committees. Bill Wells called for a vote 
and Owen Keavney was approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer Conrad Maas reported that May began with a 
balance of $246,648. In May the Club had receipts of $4,145 
and expenditures of $8,566, leaving a balance of $242,227. 
At the end of May, the Club also had a Restricted Corporate 
Funds balance of $305,175 making a total of $547,403. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell reported that $48,510 
had been contributed to the Club’s annual budget. She felt 
that Committees would be able to work well with that sum 
and commended residents for their generosity. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Conservation and Sustainability 

Jan Bush announced a joint project with the Transportation 
Committee. As residents may already be aware, a survey of 
transportation use on and off campus has been distributed. 
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Their participation is encouraged. Responses to the survey 
will help the planning of both committees. 

She also announced that on June 26 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Assembly two guests will talk about approaches to solar on 
their campuses: the Chief Financial Officer of the Claremont 
New High School District and the Chief Financial Officer of 
Pilgrim Place. Each has a different perspective on financing 
solar: Pilgrim Place opted for purchase; Claremont, for 
lease. Their experience as neighbors should help our 
deliberations about solar. 

Fourth of July Float 

Fred Maynard, in Bette Corners absence, reported that 
Bette has touched base with a supplier of decoration 
materials and is prepared to move ahead. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 MSAG Radio 

Donn Fry described his proposal for a local radio station 
making use of resident volunteers to provide staff and 
content. A small group met last week to discuss issues 
related to its creation. One issue, whether to obtain a low 
power FCC license or to piggyback on Senior TV, seemed to 
resolve in favor of Senior TV. Don invited others with an 
interest in creating MSAG Radio to join the group. 

Don Griffin pointed out that the existing TV channel could 
be sound only for much of its life, becoming TV only when 
events or radio staff required it. 

Stuart Oskamp made the historical point that the Gardens 
has “had a radio station in the past”. At one of the Follies 
the callsign KSAG was used throughout with the motto 
“KSAG, where we all ‘SAG’ together”. 

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 
9:30am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, July 2, at 
9:00 a.m in the Assembly. 
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GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, May 7, 2018,  9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council, June 4, 2018  

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara 
McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, Tom Rimer 

Area Representatives: 
Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell,  Rich Phillips, Joan Presecan, Julie 
Howard, Tom Beal, David McCarthy, Bill Richards, Sid Jones, Dave 
Harshman 

CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. Board 
Member, Jim Spera was introduced. He is new and currently serving 
on the Health Services Committee. His background is in health care. 
He is registered as a professional nurse in California and New York 
and holds certifications in critical care, basic life support, and 
advanced cardiovascular life support. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the April 2, 2018 meeting were approved as posted. 

      
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building 

Bette Corner reported that Building A has had two injuries: Jean 
Cochran and Grace Tallon. Both are recovering. Building A also had a 
wine and dine party employing a table number draw to facilitate 
mixing. Four members had birthdays: Carolyn Prestwich, Joanne 
McCandless, Fulton Lytle, and Dale Smith. 

B Building 

Jane O’Donnell reported that John and Jan McClury moved into the B 
Building in April. Also Jean Abel moved from B39 to B3. Both changes 
were most welcome. 

C Building 



Joan Presecan praised the Building and Grounds Department for their 
cleanup of the mud in front of the building and the beauty of the 
flowers in their courtyard. Three new residents moved in during April 
while three others are still waiting. The pace of change remains high. 
In advance of a wine and dinner party the Building had an open house 
which was enthusiastically received, particularly by new and 
prospective members because it enabled more realistic planning. 

D Building 

Tom Beal reported that D Building had acquired two new residents —
Ahlene and David Welsh — while Marymac Barton was “lost” to the 
Lodge and Lee McDonald to Magnolia Grove. The annual pizza party, 
of course, was a smash. 

Fringe 

Dave McCarthy reported that the Fringe had a great party too. 
Sherilyn Morell moved in and seems well suited to tribal membership. 
And Georgia and Reid Shannon celebrated 60 years of marriage. Dave 
was impressed by their youthful vigor. 

Bonita/Taylor 

Rich Phillips reported for both Bonita/Tylor and Harrison/Taylor in 
Ken Brown’s absence. He actually felt joint reporting was appropriate 
since social events and a monthly business meeting are held in 
common. Three social events were held in April: the “third of the 
month” dinner, well attended; cocktail party and dinner, well 
attended; and a “mystery” dinner (where you don’t know who you 
will be eating with), well attended. 

Harrison/Taylor 

See above. 

Terraces 

Sid Jones reported that as a result of the work of Nora and Mel Butler 
the Terraces had a very successful “Spring Fling” event. And as far as 
he is concerned, “everybody in the Terraces is happy.” 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor 

Bill Richards reported the Lodge had its annual Earth Day program. 
About forty children from the Seedlings School visited with the 
residents, then after a few songs it was “to the planting tables”. 
Under the supervision of Rod Lehman, all had a chance to plant a 
plant, which they could take home and watch grow. 

Magnolia Grove 

Dave Harshman reported that Magnolia Grove has begun some 
themed meals. Last week they celebrated Quattro de Mayo. 
Communication skills are improving. He also shared his and the 
Grove’s appreciation for their new doors, provided by Ken Brown, 



with the help of Roger and Ellen Heymann. The original idea for the 
doors came from Maureen Beith. Ken then toured the Gardens 
looking at Magnolias until he found the right model for his design.  

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO 

Maureen Beith read the Gardens’ solicitation policy (see the 
Resident Website for details) and invited the Council to consider a 
revision. Sodexo’s recent charity event, a subscription dinner, which 
involved advertisements to residents was deemed out of compliance 
with that policy. She was hopeful a rewording would make future 
events, like Sodexo’s, unambiguously supportive of Gardeners’ 
contributions to community outreach. 

VP for Health Services 

Lisa Atilano reported on new supports to the clinic and health care 
services. In addition to weekly interdisciplinary team meetings which 
focus on providing continuity of care when residents transition from 
one level of care to another, a “Multidisciplinary Team Meeting 
(MTD)” has been added to look more deeply into care for residents 
called out by Dr. Endo or other staff who need more support. A 
“physician advisory group” has also been added. It consists of six 
physicians in addition to Dr. Endo, meeting every couple of months, 
to look at utilization, trends, as well as the needs of residents and 
the clinic. Dan Kudo, a pharmacist, was recently added to the MDT 
along with Cathy Chang-Letherer, a physician’s assistant. Ms. Chang-
Letherer will see patients on Tuesday afternoons and focus on 
operational and business development. In particular, she will help 
with MITS reimbursement, a new Medicare system which incentivizes 
quality of care rather than quantity. Patient Centered Medical Home 
Recognition will also be a focus. The intent is to make more visible 
the continuity and integration already present in Gardens’ health 
practices. A direct result of the MTD has been an improvement in the 
Gardens’ fall management process. Incident data is being collected 
and recommendations for fall prevention and management will be 
forthcoming. Residents are encourage to report falls (and other 
major medical events) to the clinic so support can be provided. 

       

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President Bill Wells, as his report, provided a summary of upcoming 
events: the shred truck, Tuesday morning and afternoon; the Upland 
High School Jazz Ensemble, Tuesday night; Ben Zhao’s resident 
interview, Thursday morning; his presentation on behalf of the 
diversity committee, Thursday night; Mother’s Day, next Sunday; and 
renovation of the Dining Room, immediately thereafter.  



Maureen responded with some details about the renovation: work 
will start on the ceiling, after hours. Painting only at first so no 
disruption. But disruption is sure to come. Steam tables will be used 
to provide food when it does. Gardens Residents will be provide with 
more information as the disruptive events near. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Vice President Evelyn Diaz Brown reported that the Committee on 
Committees met last week and voted to propose changes to the 
Gardens Council’s committees. The first was an update to the 
description of the Transportation Committee: 

The committee works with Wellness Center staff to coordinate the Garden’s 
Shopping Van service.  The Shopping Van driver reports to the Wellness 
Director and the Transportation committee serves in an advisory capacity to 
help establish and adjust routes and schedules, support publicity of 
schedule modifications and acts as a liaison regarding passenger requests 
and concerns. 

President Wells called for a vote and the update was approved. 

Vice President Diaz Brown shared the Committee on Committees’ 
recommendation that Nan Maples be appointed chair of the Summer 
Day Camp Committee; Don Robinson, the chair of the Putting Green 
Committee; and Laurie Graham and David McCarthy, as co-chairs of 
the Display Case Committee. 

President Wells called for a vote and the recommendations were 
approved. 

In closing, Vice President Diaz Brown reminded the Council that two 
committees remain without chairs: Music Programs and Lounge 
Flowers. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer Conrad Maas reported that April began with a balance of 
$239,527. In April the Club had receipts of $17,196 and expenditures 
of $10,075, leaving a balance of $246,648. At the end of April, the 
Club also had a Congregational Homes Restricted Corporate Health 
Fund balance of $304,223 making a total of $550,871. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell reported that, as of May 4, 
collections for the Gardens Operating Fund stood at $48,160, which 
left a shortfall of $12,840. However, 92% of independent residents 
contributed to that total, so a third request letter will not be going 
out. Even so, as the Gardens Operating Fund is still under budget, 
additional contributions will be gladly received. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Fourth of July Float  

Bette Corner is soliciting Claremont authorities “for an early date” to 
avoid sitting in the sun on 10th Street.  

Diversity 

Bette Corner reported that on May 10 the Committee will honor Asia 
Pacific Diversity Month with a talk by Ben Zhao in the Assembly at 
7:00pm. 

Trips Committee  

Bette Corner reported on a survey of trip preferences collected from 
residents last month: King Tut, Bowers Museum, and Descanso 
Gardens were most preferred. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business.  

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:30am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 4, at 9:00 
a.m in the Assembly. 

       



GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, April 2, 2018,  9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council, May 7, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara 
McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, Tom Rimer 

Area Representatives: 
Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell,  Rich Phillips, Joan Presecan, Julie 
Howard, David McCarthy, Ken Brown, Bill Richards, Sid Jones, Dave 
Harshman 

CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. Expected 
Board Member, Brenda Barham Hill, was absent and could not be 
introduced. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the March 5, 2018 meeting were approved as posted. 

      
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building 

Bette Corner reported that Building A had enjoyed an excellent 
carpet cleaning and was grateful for that. 

B Building 

Jane O’Donnell reported that Dawnie Stephenson had moved from 
the B Building to the Lodge and that the B area is having its annual 
Spring party Thursday, April 5, beginning with a gathering in the 
Gallery to be followed by dinner in the Dining Room. 

C Building 

Joan Presecan reported that Building C is in the midst of considerable 
movement. Both people moving out and people moving in. They 
anticipate three more spaces changing within the next month. 



D Building 

Julie Howard reported that Last month D Building family member 
Mary Jo Clauer moved to the Lodge and “the family” wishes her well 
as she settles in to her new home. Later this month the D Building 
family looks forward to celebrating our annual pizza and craft beer 
party. 

Fringe 

Dave McCarthy reported that not much is going on there. They 
anticipate the move of Sherilyn Morell later this month and are 
breathlessly awaiting the upcoming disaster drill. 

Bonita/Taylor 

Rich Phillips reported that Richard Dozier had moved from the 
cottages to Magnolia Grove. 

Harrison/Taylor 

Ken Brown reported that BHT had its monthly third of the month get 
together with snacks and dinner and that the Likens were still in the 
process of moving in. 

Terraces 

Sid Jones indicated the Terraces had no report. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor 

Bill Richards reported that the Lodge had its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
and Party on Saturday March 31. The residents filled and dyed four 
hundred eggs, which then had to be hidden. It took a little while, but 
only a short time for the children to find them. After that there were 
root beer floats and games. It was hard to tell who had more fun. 

Magnolia Grove 

Dave Harshman reported that Magnolia Grove residents enjoyed a 
field trip to the Long Beach Aquarium last Friday. He also raised two 
other concerns: the absence of adequate signage and the stigma 
associated with living in Magnolia Grove. He noted that public 
directional signs ignore Magnolia Grove’s existence. His ambulance 
driver, in fact got lost on campus, when returning him from the 
hospital. With respect to stigma, he has gotten over it. After a month 
living in Magnolia Grove he believes it is the safest place he could be 
and is extending his life. He invited others to visit and confirm that 
upgrading care need not be dreaded. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

VP for Health Services 

Lisa Atilano reported that Maureen is actively working with a sign 
company to resolve the problem described by Dave Harshman. She 
also reported that the survey of Oak Tree Lodge found no deficiencies 



and the previously mentioned disaster drill will occur on April 16 at 
10:00am. 

       

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President, Bill Wells, reported on a panel of six residents who 
presented at the March Corporate Board Meeting. They were asked to 
talk about their passions. Sam Tanenbaum talked about energy 
efficiency; Evelyn Diaz Brown, disaster preparedness; Bob Rogers, 
technology; Jill Stark, Pomona NOW; Daryl Smith, diversity; Frank 
Hungerford, medical advocacy. In Bill’s view, they did a terrific job in 
representing the diversity of interests and skills present at the 
Gardens. He invited residents to take opportunities to meet them 
and share in their passions. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Vice President, Evelyn Diaz Brown, reported that the Committee on 
Committees had not met this month. Two committees remain without 
chairs: Music Programs and Lounge Flowers. Both are at work finding 
nominees. The Committee on Committees will meet this month and 
bring the results of their efforts to the Council, next month. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer, Conrad Maas, reported that March began with a balance of 
$233,161. In March the Club had receipts of $32,140 and 
expenditures of $25,773, leaving a balance of $239,527. At the end of 
March, the Club also had a Congregational Homes Restricted 
Corporate Health Fund balance of $307,362 making a total of 
$546,888. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Assistant Treasurer, Barbara McDowell, reported that, as of 9:30am 
yesterday, 75% of residents had responded to the request for Gardens 
Club funds. $43,785 has been received toward a goal of $61,000. A 
second request, therefore, will be going out Tuesday, 3 April. The 
Gardens Club needs every resident’s donation. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Conservation and Sustainability  

Jan Bush announced that the Gardens’ version of Earth Day will be 
held on Thursday, 19 April, during the dinner hour and on Friday, 20 
April, at lunch. It will consist of interactive displays on four topics: 
recycling for cleaner water, the smart use of electricity, electric leaf 



blowers, and tree planting. With respect to the latter, the National 
Forest Foundation has promised to plant one tree in a California 
forest for each dollar it receives. Residents will have an opportunity 
to contribute. 

Diversity  

Bette Corner invited residents to a 7:00pm Assembly talk on 19 April. 
The topic will be medical care for minorities. There will be room for 
30 residents in the Gallery to share in dinner with the speaker before 
the presentation.  

Trips Committee  

Bette Corner asked residents to rank their preferences numerically 
and to put their surveys in box A1 of the “cubbies”. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business.  

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Cathie Brown raised the issue of poor microphones for use in the 
Assembly. She noted particularly the difference between the mike 
being used by officers during Council meetings and the mike passed 
to area representatives and committee chairs. Donald Griffith 
responded that the microphones are different types. The mike used 
by Council officers is wired and the mike passed to area 
representatives and committee chairs is wireless. The reason is 
safety, given the tangle of wires which wired microphones would 
create. Earlier versions of the Assembly booth gave operators more 
flexibility in controlling volume. The AV Committee is currently 
waiting on an upgrade which would restore that control. But a better 
solution for those who cannot hear is to use the “loop” headsets 
provided at every meeting. 

Bob Rogers advised of a change to the login procedure for the 
resident section of the Gardens’ website. To meet current security 
standards and better protect the sensitive information posted there, 
individual login ID’s and passwords will be required beginning in 
September. Bob will use our email address as the ID. We can chose a 
password. He suggests the first five letters of our last name and our 
unit identifier. More information will be forthcoming as the change-
over date approaches. 



ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:30am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, May 7, at 9:00 a.m 
in the Assembly. 

       



GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, March 5, 2018,  9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council, April 2, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara 
McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith,  Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, Norma Wilson, Tom Rimer 

Area Representatives: 
Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell,  Rich Phillips, Joan Presecan, Tom 
Beal, Julie Howard, Tom Pinney, Barbara McDowell, Bill Richards, Sid 
Jones 

CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. He 
introduced Sheri Nagel as the attending member of the Board. Sheri 
has been on the Board since 2015. She is currently chair of the 
Marketing and Community Outreach Committee. She is a Scripps 
graduate and has worked 39 years in education, her most recent 
position being superintendent of schools. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the February 5, 2018 meeting were approved as 
posted. 

      
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building 

Bette Corner reported that Building A had enjoyed the second “first 
Thursday cocktail and dinner” together with a large turnout. They 
decided they must really like each other. 

B Building 

Jane O’Donnell reported that B Building’s population had increased 
by two since last week: Anne and Tom Henley. Their arrival is 
welcome. 

C Building 



Joan Presecan reported that Building C is going thru a massive 
change. Another apartment is becoming available today resulting in 
five openings. All have probably been assigned if not yet filled. 

D Building 

Tom Beal reported that Building D had been successfully converted to 
Senior TV but was the same as last month in other respects. 

Fringe 

Tom Pinney reported that all had been quiet on the Fringe. 

Bonita/Taylor 

Rich Phillips reported that he had been informed by a resident of  
Taylor that the [Council] name tag “should be including Taylor”. 
Rescheduled events, cocktail party and dinner, were well attended. 

Harrison/Taylor 

Barbara McDowell reporting for Ken Brown had no report. 

Terraces 

Sid Jones reported that all had been quiet in the Terraces except for 
last Monday when the trees were trimmed. Despite the noise 
everyone was, and remains, happy. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor 

Bill Richards reported that the Lodge would like to thank two groups 
of volunteers: those who quietly take care of their annex library and 
those who show up the first Saturday of each month and make the 
scramble luncheon program a success. 

Magnolia Grove 

No report. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO 

Maureen Beith gave first an update on the Senior TV installation: IT 
has finished A,B,C, & D and is starting on the first floor of the 
Terraces. Amy and Frank will be conducting TiVo training classes 
beginning this week. Days and Times will be in the NOW. 

Second, renovation of the public bathrooms in A, B, and C will begin 
soon. D will be done later in the year.  

VP for Health Services 



Lisa Atilano gave an update on the Department of Health “survey” of 
Magnolia Grove and Harrison and Taylor Vilas. Both “health care” and 
“life safety” were considered. Ten deficiencies were received, two 
less than the average in California. The Gardens improved four points 
from the last health care survey and decreased the deficiencies in 
life safety by half. This was the first year for The Gardens in an 
expanded process which included medical record reviews, 
observation of residents, and interviews with residents. An extra day 
was needed. Changes required by new regulations fall into three 
phases. The Gardens was certified to have completed the first two. 
Overall, evaluators were very impressed with The Gardens, noting 
particularly our “home like environment”. 

       

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

In his president’s report, Bill Wells encouraged residents to explore 
The Gardens website, which, thru the work of Bob Rogers and his 
team, is full of information and convenient to use. He also 
mentioned the Apple device clinic scheduled for later in the day. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Vice President, Evelyn Diaz Brown, reported that the Committee on 
Committees had not met but had approved the nomination of two 
additional chairs: Joan Casson, for Education Scholarship, and Wyn 
Scalia, for Visual Aid. 

President Bill Wells called for a vote on the proposed committee 
chairs and both were approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer, Conrad Maas, reported that February began with a balance 
of $256,547. In February the Club had receipts of $35,720 and 
expenditures of $59,106, leaving a balance of $233,161.  The largest 
item of “expense” came from Special Needs: their endowment of the 
Green Fund. At the end of February, the Club also had a 
Congregational Homes Restricted Corporate Health Fund balance of 
$323,276, making a total of $556,437. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Assistant Treasurer, Barbara McDowell, reported that the response to 
the annual request for Gardens Club funds has been good. $36,460 
was received in just three and a half weeks, which amounts to 60% of 
the target. But since there is still 40% to go, she urged anyone who 
might have put off payment to do so no longer. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Library 

Becca Kurtz invited Gardens residents to an open house following 
adjournment of the Gardens Council. The Library Committee would 
offer tours and refreshments until 11:30am and conclude with a 
raffle of a “Shop Claremont” card. 

Special Needs  

Kate Stover reported the Committee had met and reviewed the 
guidelines for requesting Special Needs assistance. She made copies 
of those guidelines available to Council and offered the same to 
committee chairs who were considering Special Needs assistance. 

Dining  

Jill Stark reported that place settings in the dining room cost The 
Gardens $67. The Committee has become aware that more and more 
individuals are taking dinning room assets home but not bringing 
them back. A tub will be placed in the preparation area by the 
podium. She urged Gardens residents to return anything they might 
have taken. 

Jill also surfaced the problem of walkers in the dining room. Staff are 
supposed to take a walker and store it for a resident but some 
residents are reluctant to let them do so. Jill urged fellow Gardeners 
to speak to reluctant residents. They have more authority than young 
staff and the cost of not doing so is the risk of a major accident. 

Interfaith 

Harold Unland wished Gardeners to know the location of Chaplain 
Rich Mayfield’s new office. It is situated just behind the Visual Aid 
Room. There is a sign outside and an entrance from the walkway 
connecting A Building and the cubbies in the Social Center. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business.  

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Bette Corner reported that the Diversity Committee welcomed a new 
member and had a full house crowd for Darrel Smith’s presentation. 



She indicated her interest in changing the name of the Committee to 
“Diversity Inclusion” Committee and will seek a vote at their next 
meeting. She also recommended the film, “The Shape of Water”, as 
a true expression of diversity. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:30am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, April 2, at 9:00 
a.m in the Assembly. 

       



GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MINUTES 
Monday, February 5, 2018,  9:00 a.m. in the Assembly 

Approved by Council March 5, 2018 

PRESENT: 

Officers: 
Bill Wells, Evelyn Diaz-Brown, Marilyn Dale, Conrad Mass, Barbara 
McDowell, Lynn Bush 

Administration: 
Maureen Beith 

Members at Large: 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors: 
John Maguire, John Nelson, Norma Wilson, Royce Stutzman, Tom 
Rimer 

Area Representatives: 
Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell,  Rich Phillips, Joan Dick, Tom Beal, 
Julie Howard, David McCarthy, Ken Brown, Bill Richards, Sid Jones, 
Ken Hunter 

CALL TO ORDER:  
President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00am. He 
introduced Jim Lehman as the attending member of the Board. Jim 
has been on the Board since 2014. He serves as vice-chairman and on 
the investment committee. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the January 2, 2018 meeting were approved with a 
corrected spelling of Jackie Donin’s name. 

      
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building 

Bette Corner reported that Dale Smith had moved in to A since the 
last Council meeting and had been immediately initiated into the 
First Thursday party tradition. That gathering, in the Gallery, was 
wonderfully attended. Nancy Waldmann began with a quiz, a feature 
which they hope to repeat at subsequent parties. 

B Building 

Jane O’Donnell reported that there were no new members in B. 



C Building 

Joan Dick reported that C was doing well. 

D Building 

Julie Howard reported that in January, the D Building family lost 2 of 
its members.  Miriam Smith passed away early in the month, and last 
week Dale Smith moved to the A Building.  We wish him well in his 
new home. 

Fringe 

David McCarthy reported that all was quiet on the “northern front” 
except for the usual sound of arteries hardening. 

Bonita/Taylor 

Rich Phillips reported that Bonita/Taylor had their usual social 
events, three dinners and a cocktail party. 

Harrison/Taylor 

Ken Brown reported Harrison/Taylor had joined with Bonita/Taylor 
for their social events. Harrison/Taylor is also looking forward to the 
Likens-Irons move to 872. They been on the deferred entry list for 3 
years. 

Terraces 

Sid Jones reported that the Terraces will have their first party of the 
year tomorrow night. Margie Jones, a wine expert, will bring several 
wines for participants to identify. All residents are well. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor 

Bill Richards reported that most residents are now connected to 
Senior TV. Most are happy but there are some differences. Thanks to 
the very patient IT staff most are adjusting. Bill thinks Senior TV is 
excellent. 

Magnolia Grove 

Ken Hunter reported Magnolia Grove has had regular monthly 
meetings. Residents find the TV change confusing. To Ken, the movie 
on Saturday night looked like it had been animated by an “artist” 
painting by the numbers. For him, that was very unpleasant and he 
hopes the problem can be corrected. Flooring in the A wing had been 
discussed. Flat floors were preferred. Hallway art had also been 
discussed. Residents felt it was OK, but not great. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

CEO 

Maureen Beith reported that Magnolia Grove, Evergreen Villas, and 
the main kitchen are currently being surveyed by the California 



Department of Public Health. Surveyors arrive unannounced once a 
year and focus on health care. The Gardens is currently a five star 
facility and is hoping to stay that way. She also reported that the 
Garden’s five year accreditation survey will occur this year from 
March 19th thru the 21st. Three surveyors will come and focus on 
fourteen areas: leadership, governance, strategic planning, input 
from persons served, legal and regulatory compliance, financial 
planning and management, risk management, health and safety, 
human resources, technology, rights of persons served, accessibility, 
performance measurement and management, and performance 
improvement. The administration is preparing for the visit by 
reviewing standards and setting up meetings with residents. Any who 
are interested in being interviewed should contact administration.  

With respect to the Green Fund proposal, which was scheduled for a 
vote later in the meeting, Maureen wanted to comment on process. 
She felt her own involvement could have been different and might 
have avoided some of the unpleasantness which later developed. She 
wished she had taken the proposal to the Finance Committee of the 
Board right away. She did not do so, because in her initial reading of 
the proposal, the Gardens Club was acting appropriately within its 
scope and the amount of money involved was comparatively small. 
She also felt the administrative checks and balances proposed were 
adequate to maintain its integrity. As the process developed, 
however, she became aware of the multiple Board - Club interactions 
implied by the Fund and now accepts the need for Board Finance 
Committee involvement. Her hope in sharing this reassessment is 
that there is no lingering animus among the Gardener’s involved. All, 
in her view, were acting in good faith and working for the best 
interests of the community.       

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

In his president’s report, Bill Wells attempted to clarify the 
difference between Club and Council with respect to voting. All 
Gardeners are members of the Club and can vote at the annual 
meeting (e.g., the one held Monday, January 29). At that meeting, 
members of the Council are elected to represent the Club on a 
monthly basis. But each month, only the 19 elected members of the 
Council — eleven area representatives, five officers, and three 
members at large — can vote (e.g., today for approval of the 
minutes, the Green Fund proposal, etc.). The Council also has non-
voting members: five Board members and the editor of the Green 
Leaf. When he calls for a vote at Council meetings he expects to hear 
only from the 19 voting members. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Vice President, Evelyn Diaz-Brown, reported that the Committee on 
Committees, comprised of area representatives, met last week to 
discuss matters relative to the Special Needs Committee, committee 
chairs, and the funding of the 78 committees. Three committees are 
currently without chairpersons: Lounge Flowers, Visual Aid, and 
Education Scholarships. A list of proposed committee chairs has been 



distributed to area representatives and members at large. A vote is 
required by the Council. 

President Bill Wells called for a vote on the proposed committee 
chairs to include the designation of the chairs of The San Antonio 
Shop, The Sales Room, Postage Stamps, and Banking Services as 
managers, which gives them permission to handle Garden Clubs 
money. The list was approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer, Conrad Maas, reported that at the end of December the 
Gardens Club had a balance of $254,228. In January the Club had 
receipts of $21,699 and disbursements of $19,381, leaving a balance 
of $256,547. At the end of January, the Club also had a 
Congregational Homes Restricted Corporate Health Fund balance of 
$322,291, making a total of $578,838. 

ASS’T TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Assistant Treasurer, Barbara McDowell, reported that Gardens 
members would be receiving a letter very soon requesting funds for 
the coming year. Since the estimated budget for this year exceeded 
that of last year, the Executive Committee voted to recommend an 
increase. The voluntary assessment will be $100 per person. 

President Bill Wells, in support, expressed his view that an estimated 
budget of $61,000 to cover 78 committees was not a lot of money, 
especially since three committees use half of it: the Library, Musical 
Programs, and Green Leaf. They deserve every penny they receive, in 
his view, but the remaining funds are barely adequate to cover the 
rest. Generalizing from an analysis by Sid Jones of the entertainment 
and educational services provided by the Gardens, he concluded, 
dues are a great value and “tax free”. So consider giving more than 
the $100 requested. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Great Decisions Program 

Vice President, Evelyn Diaz-Brown, reported that Warren Wright, 
Committee Chair, advised that there will be no Great Decisions 
programs this year. Professor John Moore will be in Europe for an 
extended period of time. He is retired and enjoying his travels. Later 
this week a determination will be made whether the program can be 
continued in subsequent years. 

Conservation and Sustainability 

Committee Chair Jan Bush described two handouts which the 
Committee had prepared on recycling. They are available in the 
cubbies. The first details the number of things which can be recycled 



here. Almost everything can. The second describes a nearby off 
campus site to take the one thing which cannot, hazardous waste. 

Special Needs 

In Peggy Spear’s absence President Bill Wells called for a vote on the 
Green Fund proposal. The proposal was adopted.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

President Bill Wells explained that authorization for the Special 
Needs Committee’s expenditures for “ongoing expenses” is made by 
the Council on a yearly basis. Those expenses are the copier rental, 
van transportation, and sales tax for the sales room. Last year the 
actual expenses were $1830, $5820, $1885 respectively. In accord 
with policy, he asked the Council to approve expenditures for this 
year. The expenditures were approved. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business.  

STAFF EXCUSED: 

The administrative staff was excused. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

There was no other business to be transacted. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Bill Wells adjourned the Council meeting at 9:32am. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, March 5, at 9:00 
a.m in the Assembly. 

       


