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MINUTES OF THE GARDENS CLUB ANNUAL MEETING OF JANUARY 29, 2018 
 

President Marilyn Dale called the Annual Meeting of the Gardens Club to order at 9:00 A.M. in the Assembly on 
January 29, 2018. She asked the secretary if a quorum was present, and the secretary said it was. President Dale 
explained the difference between the Gardens Club which meets annually and the Gardens Council which meets 
monthly. All residents of MSAG are members of the Gardens Club and the Gardens Council is the governing body 
elected by the Club according to its Constitution and By-Laws. The Council year is from February through January 
with the Annual Meeting held near the end of January. 
 
Karl Kohn’s misspelled name in the previous minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 30, 2017 was corrected 
and those minutes were approved as corrected.  
 
The first order of business was the approval of amendments to the Constitution of the Gardens Club and Gardens 
Club By-Laws regarding adding the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee as a standing committee.  The 
Building and Grounds Advisory Committee will be added to the list of standing committees in Article VII 
STANDING COMMITTEES of the Constitution. (See Attachment 1).  Also in the Gardens Club By-Laws under 
ARTICLE III – COMMITTEES there were two amendments. The first was to add Members of the Buildings and 
Grounds Advisory Committee to the list of nominations to be made by the Nominating Committee in Section 1 
under Paragraph 4.  The second change was to add a section to the current six standing committees that are 
specified in six sections. The approval of the description of the Building and Grounds Advisory Committee was 
posted to make it Section 7 and make Section 7 in the By-Laws section 8 (See Attachment 2). Marilyn asked for a 
vote on both amendments, which were approved unanimously. 
 
The second order of business was the election of officers and members at large of the Council, followed by the 
election of two standing committee members. Marilyn read the list and asked each person to stand. A vote of the 
Club was taken and both the officers and members at large and members of the Building and Grounds Advisory 
Committee and Committee on Nominations were unanimously elected for 2018 as follows: 
 

Officers: 
President:    Bill Wells 
Vice President:    Evelyn Diaz Brown 
Secretary:    Lynn Bush 
Treasurer:    Conrad Maas 
Assistant Treasurer:   Barbara McDowell 
Past President:    Marilyn Dale 
 
Members at Large:   John Ekelund 
     Joyce Roebuck      
     Bob Rogers 
 
Building and Grounds   Connie Black 
Advisory Committee:   Marjery Jollymour 
     Doreen Maas 
 
Committee on Nominations:  Pat Bortscheller 
     Trisch Diaz 
     Bob Lee 
     Jayne Sutton 
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2018 Budget: Treasurer Conrad Maas said the 2018 Budget with requests from Council committees had been 
posted to be officially adopted for 2018. The total is $60,000, which is a substantial increase over prior years. 
There were no questions so he moved that the posted budget be adopted for 2018. A vote was taken and the 
budget passed. (Attachment 3). 
 
Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell read the Banking Resolution giving authorization for signers of checks from 
the Gardens Club Operating Funds for the fiscal year. 
 

BANKING RESOLUTION 

JANUARY 29, 2018 

Resolved that Treasurer Conrad Maas, Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell, President Bill 

Wells and Vice President Evelyn Diaz Brown shall be authorized signers on the Gardens Club 

Operating Account at Chase Bank, the Gardens Club Appreciation/Retirement Account at Chase 

Bank and the Gardens Club Special Needs Funds Accounts at Bank of America. 
 
Marilyn Dale gave the President’s Report for 2017. She said the President’s Report was the opportunity for the 
president to mention happenings through the year, some important, some small, that she felt were significant. 
She mentioned the following: (1) The robotic cat that was soft, turned over, and purred, which Peggy Spear 
brought into a Council meeting and many in the Council thought would bring comfort to Oak Arbor.  (2) Saying 
goodbye to Princess, our first Graduate Student in Residence, and the welcoming of Ben Zhao, the second 
student, who with a constant smile and opening of heart, captured our hearts as well and exhibited his first art 
show in our Gallery that was so crowded at its opening that many couldn’t get in. (3) Welcoming Lisa Atilano as 
Vice President of Health Services and our own doctor on campus plus the remodeling of the clinic to 
accommodate that which was a forefront request on a questionnaire. We’re looking forward to Dr. Endo’s 
presence on campus. (4) The record amount of donations to the Appreciation Fund which allowed us to distribute 
$367,000 to our employees. (5) The exchange of incandescent bulbs for LED lights. (6) The new problem of too 
many cars on campus which affected visitor parking, security, and cars which hadn’t been used, which was helped 
by the Administration offering a one-time offering of $1,000 off the monthly care fee in exchange for giving up a 
previously given car space.  (7) Our participation in Claremont’s Fourth of July Parade which started when 
Maureen offered to drive a cart and Bette Corner raised her hand to chair the Parade. (8) The changing face of our 
campus with water wide restrictions which now feels like year-round summer. (9) The anticipated installation of 
Senior TV, a remodel of the buffet area of the dining room, and introduction of the new anticipated Wellness 
Center.  She was certain that other things occurred to us in our ever-changing year. 
 
Treasurer Conrad Maas gave his summary report for the fiscal year February 2, 2017 through January 31, 2018: 
The Club’s financial position is still very good. The Club’s total operating assets, the Club’s bank accounts and cash, 
are $2,750 more at the beginning of the fiscal year. This does not include the restricted funds held by the 
Administration in the amount of $322,292 as of January 31, 2018, which is more than $4,400 over last year’s 
balance at January 31, 2017. 

 The general operating fund ending balance of $21,849 is $1,750 less than the beginning of the fiscal year. 
We received annual dues of $44,785 and spent $46,200 towards Committee budgets. Of the 46 
Committees with budgets, 13 were over budget for the fiscal year. 

 The scholarship fund ending balance of $650 is $6,335 less than the year’s beginning balance. During the 
fiscal year we awarded approximately $53,000 in scholarship awards to qualified employees. 

 The Appreciation/Retirement fund balance is almost $1,000 more than the beginning of the year. During 
the fiscal year a new record amount of $369,286 was distributed to the Mt. San Antonio Gardens 
Employees. No employee retirement awards were requested. 

 The Special Needs funds increased $9,860 during the year.  
The annual financial report will be posted on the bulletin board and on the Gardens web site (Attachment 4). 
Thank you for your generous support of the Gardens Club. 
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Peggy Spear gave the annual report of the Special Needs Fund. (See Attachment 5.) She mentioned the 
suspension of action on the Green Fund request of $50,000 from the Conservation and Sustainability Committee 
when resident John Nelson, a lawyer, raised concerns about an aspect and a meeting with Maureen and John 
followed. As a result, the Administration will add $50,000. Termination costs at the end of five years were 
determined as part of the final agreement. Action on the Green Fund will take place at the first Council meeting of 
the year in February.  Peggy said if we have questions, we can ask her or the C & S Committee chair Jan Bush. They 
can also come to area meetings if requested. 
 
Bill Richards read the Sales Room Report for Warren Wright. (See Attachment 6). 
 
Nancy Norris gave the San Antonio Shop Report. (See Attachment 7).  
 
John Ekelund gave the Scholarship Fund Annual Report. (See Attachment 8). 
 
President Marilyn Dale gave the Accolades for the year. She said the Accolades were a subjective list and these 
people made the Gardens a good place to live. She presented Accolades to the following: 
 
Duane Jackman for his work in redesigning the Woodshop, which she said began even before he moved in. He 
spoke and thanked the Heymanns, Ken Brown, and the few others who helped. 
 
Roger and Helen Heymann for their display model of an LED lamp compared to an incandescent lamp along with 
explanations at building meetings which led to an exchange of bulbs as part of the Conservation & Sustainability 
Committees plan for residents to save energy as well as being a financial saving across the campus. 
 
Carol Tanenbaum for bringing the Garden Variety Jam on certain Fridays at 2:30 in the Wellness Center which has 
been bringing music and happiness to the Gardens.  
 
Bette Corner for raising her hand to offer to be in charge of the Gardens’ entry in the 4th of July Parade which 
brought participation in the Claremont July 4 Parade back to the Gardens after an absence of two years as a 
visible community presence.  
 
Jan Bush and Sam Tanenbaum for truly being in the forefront of Conservation & Sustainability by designing the 
Green Fund and bringing it to fruition through the Special Needs Committee. 
 
Kay Grimmesey  for being the secretary of the Gardens Club Council, producing such very good minutes and 
keeping us all organized even after a very painful injury.  
 
Bill Wells, who as an outstanding vice president and as an active chair of the Committee on Committees found 
chairs for all but two committees. He kept the Committee on Committees so well informed and so well organized. 
He’s going to be an outstanding Gardens Club president. 
 
RECOGNITION OF RETIRING AREA REPRESENTATIVES AND ALTERNATES: President Dale recognized and thanked 
the following retiring area representatives and alternates: Gigi Fossum (Building C alternate), Evelyn Diaz Brown 
(D1 chair), Margaret Fulmer (D1 alternate), Becca Kurtz (D2 chair), Barbara Patch (D2 alternate), Marj Jollymour 
(Bonita/Taylor alternate), John Ekelund (Harrison/Taylor chair), and Norma Wilson (Harrison/Taylor alternate).  
 
INSTALLATIONS 
President Dale installed the new and continuing Area Representatives and Alternates: 
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Building  Area Rep   Alternate 
A   Bette Corner   Fred Maynard 
B   Jane O’Donnell   Carole Harter 
C   Joan Presecan   Joan Dick 
D1   Tom Beal   Joe Kelly 
D2   Julie Howard   Jackie Donin 
Fringe   David McCarthy   Tom Pinney 
Bonita/Taylor  Rich Phillips   Ethel Rogers 
Harrison/Taylor  Ken Brown   TBD 
Terraces  Sid Jones   Dick Carlson 
Oak Tree Lodge  Bill Richards   Jeanne Aiken 
Magnolia Grove  TBD    BJ Barnes 
 
President Dale installed Connie Black, Marjery Jollymour and Doreen Maas as members of the Building and 
Grounds Advisory Committee. 
 
President Dale installed Pat Bortscheller, Trisch Diaz, Bob Lee, and Jayne Sutton as members of the Committee on 
Nomination.  
 
President Dale installed Bill Wells as a new resident director, a two-year term as Council President. 
 
President Dale installed the newly elected Council officers and members at large:  Bill Wells, president; Evelyn 
Diaz Brown, vice president; Lynn Bush, secretary; Conrad Maas, treasurer; Barbara McDowell, assistant treasurer; 
John Ekelund, Joyce Roebuck and Bob Rogers as members at large. 
 
President Dale, now Past President Dale, wished the best for the new Council and turned the gavel over to Bill 
Wells, Council president. 
 
President Bill Wells said he was honored to be president and gave his personal thanks to Marilyn Dale for her 
roles of leadership for many years.  He reminded everyone of the first Council meeting, the following Monday, 
February 5 at 9 a.m. and adjourned the meeting at 9:57 a.m. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kay Grimmesey, Past Secretary 

Attachment 1 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
December 4, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers: Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Barbara McDowell  

Administration:   Maureen Beith 

Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors:  John Maguire, John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: Bette Corner, Carole Harter, Joan Presecan, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Becca Kurtz, David 
McCarthy, Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. She introduced Board 

member Kimberley Valentine, who is chair of the Corporate Board’s Fund Development 
Committee. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of November 6, 2017 were corrected by Cathie Brown to read that the two 
fire alarms in the A Building reported under New Business were two separate events. 
The first alarm went off at 9 P.M. The smoke was a later event. 

 
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building Bette Corner – The A Building is looking forward to our Christmas party and dinner on 
December 13 in the Gallery with entertainment provided by Frankie Nobert. We’re 
looking at a gift exchange as a way of promoting sociability. We are thankful for the 
volunteers for the Disaster Committee: Bill Durkee & Nan Maples as CERT,  

 and Dorothy Webb and Cathie Brown as Disaster Chairs.  I thank Bill Wells for giving me 
a list of Diversity Committee members. 

 
 C Building Joan Presecan – Ed Babcock & Gloria Slosberg  are moving to the Cottages and Shanu & 

Vijay Sathe are now in C-22.  Martha Lewis is our new Disaster Chair. She was formerly 
Disaster Chair of the Fringe. 

 
D Building Evelyn Diaz Brown & Becca Kurtz – The D Building is decorated for the holidays and we 

are ready for our Open house and holiday party scheduled for next week. 
 
Fringe David McCarthy – We are delighted to welcome Carolyn Beauchamp who is our new 

resident in F-12. We’ll be having a holiday party in the Gallery on December 19.  

Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – I have two items. Yesterday was our monthly dinner social. Second, Norm 
& Pat Bortscheller are getting our Christmas decorations out.  

Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – Jim Likens & Chris Irons will be moving into 872 Harrison.  
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Terraces Sid Jones – The Terraces is looking forward to our holiday party. We have two small 
projects for the Green Fund. All officers are remaining in their same spots next year in 
their same capacities. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – The big event this month was Family Day at the Arbor. Different events 
took place, ending with special treats. 

 
Magnolia Grove  No representative 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Maureen Beith gave an update on the status of the House and Senate tax reform bills 
and their impact on non-profit senior living, such as the Gardens. Currently, the bills are 
in conference committee, working toward unification of differences. Continued 
advocacy is needed through this period, and residents can contact Maureen if additional 
information is needed. 

 We’ve been discussing solutions to our parking situation. We have one immediate 
possibility. We’re offering a one-time $1,000 credit on monthly fees if you have been 
planning to get rid of your car which has a parking space in the Gardens. Specific details 
are in the N.O.W.                                                        

 President’s report Marilyn Dale said we were to have a vote on the adoption of the Green Fund at this 
meeting; however, things have changed. On the advice of Patricia Williams, there was 
an amendment offered to the Committee on Committees which will need approval at 
the next area meetings. A sheet was passed out to Council members giving the 
proposed amendment. Both Peggy Spear of the Special Needs Committee and Jan Bush 
of the Conservation and Sustainability Committee stood to clarify the Green Fund 
amendments. Jan Bush spoke to the paper that was passed out pertaining to the 
initiation and termination of the Green Fund. 

Jan read: Accounting and Assessment (New text is italicized.) “Upon approval of the 
proposal by the Gardens Council, a restricted account for the Green Energy Investment 
Fund shall be established. The Gardens Council Treasurer shall forward a check of 
$50,000 from Special Needs funds to the Chief Financial Officer (CFO). Monies shall be 
withdrawn from the restricted fund and transferred to the MSAG operating budget upon 
approval of a project by the CEO and the Green Fund Steering Team. 

Prior to its 5-year anniversary, the Green Fund Steering Team shall initiate a 
programmatic evaluation to assess whether changes are warranted to fulfill the original 
purpose of the Green Fund. This programmatic evaluation will be forwarded to the CEO, 
the Special Needs Committee and the C&S Committee for their review. The CEO and the 
Special Needs Committee shall approve any recommended program changes prior to 
implementation. 

Termination (new sub-section) 
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Two parties, the CEO and the Steering Team, shall have the authority to terminate the 
Green Fund in response to future events. The party that initiates the termination shall 
provide its decision in writing, including justification, to the other party with at least 60 
days’ advance notice. The termination notice shall also be sent to the chairs of the 
Special Needs and Conservation & Sustainability committees. 

If the Green Fund ceases operation by request of the Steering Team, its account funds 
shall be liquidated by (1) repaying the original $50,000 investment to the Special Needs 
Committee; and (2) releasing any remaining money to the MSAG General Fund. If the 
Green Fund ceases operation without agreement of the Steering Committee, its account 
funds shall be returned entirely to the Special Needs Committee.  

It was recommended that the area chairs take the amendments back to their buildings 
and be ready to vote at the January meeting. 

Vice-President’s report Vice President Bill Wells said he had compiled the 225 responses turned in of the 
committees questionnaire and had given the chairs of the committees the names of 
those who asked to remain on the committee, to join the committee, or to volunteer to 
help with the committee. If anyone failed to turn in their committee requests, that 
person should go directly to the chairs and volunteer.  

Treasurer’s report President Marilyn Dale said that the Treasurer could not be here so turned the reporting 
over to the Assistant Treasurer.                         . 

 
Ass’t Treasurer’s report Barbara McDowell first held up the Treasurer’s Report which had been given to each 

Council member to review. As Assistant Treasurer, she reported that Gardeners had 
contributed $364,128 to the Employee Appreciation Fund as of today.  Approximately 
87% of residents have contributed. The amount of $370,000 will be distributed 
tomorrow.  

She announced for the Treasurer that committee chairs should turn in their budget 
requests for the 2018 budget by December 15 to Treasurer Conrad Maas.  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells first called on Don Robinson, chair of the Appreciation Party. He 
said we were blessed to honor our employees and urged everyone to be at the 
employee appreciation party tomorrow. 

 Next, Bill Wells called on David Reger, chair of the A-V Committee. First, David Reger 
wanted to honor the members of the committee and said “I’m sure you all appreciate 
what we do. Secondly, I got Bill Wells’ report of those who wanted to join the 
committee, and it was blank. Some people are aging. We need to have people on this 
committee. You don’t have to be a tech person. I’m not. We meet once a month. It 
doesn’t take a lot of worry. Sometime in the future the booth is going to be redone with 
some new equipment. You can learn along with me. I ask people to see me about joining 
us.”  

A question was asked about some DVDs not playing recently on DVD players. David said 
the DVD recorder was replaced with a new format recorder that doesn’t work very well 
with older DVD players. He said two DVDs are made, one for the Library and one for the 
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person who puts on the program. He said that we probably need to record for the 
library with the old format and those made for the people who put on the programs be 
in the new format. They’ll do that so that the library copy can be used on both old and 
new DVD players. 

Old Business None 

New Business None 

Staff excused 

Other Business Since there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, January 2, at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly. 

 

 

Kay Grimmesey, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
October 2, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers: Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell  

Administration:   Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors:  John Maguire, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Becca Kurtz, Rich 
Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. She reported that the 

board member was unable to attend. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of September 5, 2017 were accepted as printed. 
 
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building Bette Corner – We had bad news and good news. The bad news was a problem with an 
air conditioner. The good news is that we are proud to announce that Nan Maples won 
two prizes for her quilts at a Quilt Show. We’re looking forward to our cocktail party and 
dinner on the first Thursday of the month. 

  
B Building Jane O’Donnell – Welcome to Joyce and Tom Blackburn to the B Building. And also to 

Elsie Steimer from the cottages. Finally, we invite everyone to walk through our lounge 
and dinette area and experience our amazing Halloween décor that has recently 
appeared. 

.  
 C Building Gloria Slosberg – We were sad to lose Ginny Moulton in the C Building. 

 
D Building Becca Kurtz & Evelyn Diaz Brown – The D Building has no report. 
 
Fringe No  representative. 

Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – I’d like to explain that Bonita/Taylor and Harrison hold events 
 together. We have one joint meeting a month. We also have social activities. Debbie 

Griffin helps us hold a cocktail party and dinner together. We’ll have one on the 14th.  
 
Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund –  We’ve had trouble with squirrels and  trees and roots. Things are being 

repaired.  Painting touch-up needs to be done. 

Terraces   Sid Jones – All is fine and all is well. I have no report. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – The Oak Tree Lodge celebrated its 43rd Anniversary, which was well 
 attended. 

Magnolia Grove  No representative 
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ADMINISTRATION 

     CEO Maureen Beith addressed several items. First, the list of Senior TV/Direct TV’s 118 TV 
channels and 15 music stations mentioned at the Chat will be attached to the N.O.W. 
This is the alternative company to Frontier.  

(A number of questions were raised with one pertaining to the Internet speed of Senior 
TV/Direct TV. Speed is currently being investigated. Bob Rogers volunteered to be on 
any fact-finding committee.)  

Second, is the composting project.  At the beginning of 2016, a law went into effect 
where any organization with more than 8 cubic yards of green waste and/or food waste 
would need to have a recycling program. We already had a green waste recycling 
program. We were working with Athens of Pomona since the kitchen is on the Pomona 
side. At the end of September Athens set an undetermined launch date. So now we’re 
on Plan B and working with our Conservation and Sustainability Committee to put our 
brains together to form a recycling program for food waste. 

Maureen was talking to someone about humor before the meeting so the third has to 
do with humor. Every week the N.O.W. will have a joke contributed by Gardeners.            

     VP of Health Svs.        Lisa Atilano said she was very happy to officially welcome Dr. Endo to the Gardens this 
morning. He will be available at the clinic 15 hours a week, beginning October 2, 2017. 
Also, we welcome our part-time nurse practitioner.   

She also had two announcements.  First, on October 19 at 10:19 a.m., campus-wide, 
we’ll be participating in the “Great California Shakeout,“ the annual statewide 
earthquake drill.  We will be partnering with the community in this exercise.  James 
Toscano, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, will be available to speak at area 
meetings to assist the captains with reviewing procedures in preparation for this drill.  

Second, the flu vaccine shots will be given on October 27 from 8:30 to 9:30 for IVHP 
members and the rest of us on October 20th from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.   

 President’s report  None. 

 
Vice-President’s report Vice President Bill Wells said he had been invited by Duane Jackman to visit the 

Woodworking  Shop. Duane had said he visited Woodworking Shops in nearby facilities 
like ours and that ours is as good or better than those he visited. Bill invited Gardeners 
to visit the shop in the K Building.   

 
 Second, Bill Wells referred to the Committees Annual Questionnaire mentioned by 

Marilyn in the Green Leaf, which will be put in cubbies soon. Residents will have an 
opportunity to indicate which committees they would like to be on. Bill will go through 
them and let committee chairs know who would be interested in being on their 
committee. Someone asked which committees needed people, and Bob Rogers referred 
to an advertising program on the web page called “This is what we need” where 
committees could advertise requests.  
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Bill Wells reported on actions taken by the Committee on Committees, which he chairs 
as vice president. The committee voted to approve the following: (1) Change of name of 
“Religious Programs Committee” to “Inter-Faith Chaplain Support Committee.” (2) 
Peggy Verrill as co-chair of the Interiors Committee with Nancy Norris. (3) Sid Jones as 
co-chair of the Resident Holiday/Theme Party Committee with Judy Rascon. (4) Bob 
Kurtz as co-chair of the Banking Committee with Ada Mok. 

 
 President Marilyn Dale asked for a vote of the Council and all four items were approved 

by the Council.   
  
Treasurer’s report Treasurer Conrad Maas reported the month began with $270,634. Receipts were 

$200,084. Expenses were $10,472, leaving a balance of $460,245. Adding the restricted 
Corporate Held Funds of $329,000, the total is $789,245. 

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Barbara McDowell reported that Gardeners had contributed $193,708.25 to the 
Employee Appreciation Fund as of September 24 which is 61% of the goal of $320,000. 
Second notices were going out. If anyone had put a contribution in the box recently, 
he/she should ignore the second notice.  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells called on David Reger, chair of the Audio-Visual Committee. 
David asked for a volunteer to make PowerPoint presentations for Gardens programs. 
Bill Elhai, who had been making PowerPoint presentations in the past, was now in 
Magnolia Grove. David emphasized that it’s not a booth position. PowerPoints can be 
made on one’s own computer at home. Programs, such as the monthly Don Linde music 
program, quarterly Koffee Klatches, and annual Memorial Service, involve PowerPoint 
presentations. If you can perform this service, talk to David Reger. He will also explain 
further what’s needed. 

 
 Bill Wells called on Bette Corner, chair of the Diversity Committee. She urged Gardeners 

to come to the Assembly on Wednesday to hear Arturo Ruiz, a “Dreamer” who has lived 
in America from the age of seven. He’s known to several Gardens residents.  

 
Old business  None. 
 
New business Bob Rogers mentioned the population report not mentioning two residences currently 

no longer in service.  He said these need to be factored in as money not coming in.  
 
Staff excused 
 
Other business There was no other business so President Dale adjourned the meeting at 9:32 a.m.  

NEXT MEETINGS Monday, November 6 at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly. 

  

 _____________________________________ 

Kay Grimmesey, secretary 
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 MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
September 5, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers:  Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell 

Board Member:  Pat Hauducoeur 

Administration:  Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: Bill Relf, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors: John Maguire, Tom Rimer, Norma Wilson  

Area Representatives: Bette Corner,  Jane O’Donnell, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Becca Kurtz, David 
McCarthy, Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards 

CALL TO ORDER: Vice President Bill Wells called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  He welcomed 
everyone back and reported that President Marilyn Dale was in Canada on a Road 
Scholar trip. He introduced Board Member Pat Hauducoeur who is chair of the Board’s 
Personnel Committee.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of July 3, 2017 were corrected to read Donn Fry was welcomed in the D 
Building report. His name was misspelled. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building Bette Corner – Nothing much to report; it’s been a long summer. Looking forward to our 
monthly cocktail party. 

B Building Jane O’Donnell – We welcomed Kathleen Dourley to B-37 and John Suchocki has moved 
to Magnolia Grove. 

 C Building Gloria Slosberg – The C Building had a party and welcomed Joan Dick last month. 

D Building Becca Kurtz & Evelyn Diaz Brown – The D Building welcomed Ellie De Bolt who moved to 
the Gardens in July. 

Fringe David McCarthy - The Fringe is filling up its empty rooms and had a wonderful party led 
by Marty Digges at our monthly get- together. 

Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – No report. 

Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – We had a successful party in July. 

 Terraces Sid Jones – We will be having new residents soon. We’re going to the Fair on Friday. 
Things have been quiet. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – Wow! The Lodge has had a great August. First, the long-awaited sound 
panels have been installed in the dining area; most residents think there is a great 
improvement. Next, the fountain in the patio has a wonderful new look with new plants 
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and watering system, thanks to the garden staff for the planting under the supervision 
of Florentino.Then to top it all off, we had a wonderful New England Clam bake fish fry, 
California style. It was to be in the patio but the heat made the dining room a better 
choice. This was made possible by Marcie and Vicki. 

Magnolia Grove No new representative yet. 

ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Maureen Beith reported that there were changes in two items previously announced. 
First, is that the date of the follow up to the Budget presentation will be on Thursday, 
September 7 in the D-2 Lounge  so as not to conflict with the trip to the L.A. County Fair. 
Second, it had been said that resident nominations were not needed for board positions 
since residents serving on the board had not completed their terms. However, there are 
potential openings on the Nominating Committee and a new committee, Strategic 
Planning, so resident and outside nominations for these committees could still be 
submitted by September 15. 

Also, an end-of- summer concert will be held in the D meadow at 6:30 p.m. on Friday 
September 22. The concert will be in honor of work being done in Oak Arbor and in 
acknowledgement of the MSAG team that will represent us in the “Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s” in October. 

VP of Health Services Lisa Atilano reported the following:  In August, we had our open house at Harrison Villa 
and I wanted to thank those that attended and supported the open house. We have had 

a positive experience and been running very close to full.   

Also, to mention two partnerships with the Dept. of Health. First is in the area of 
Emergency and Disaster Preparedness- On August 29, 2017 MSAG staff met with 
an Emergency Management Consultant from Dept. of Health and conducted a 
Disaster Program and Emergency Operations Plan Evaluation. Second Is in the 
area of Antibiotics Stewardship, which is the management of the use of 
antibiotics.  The Antibiotic Stewardship program has been implemented in an 
effort to reduce inappropriate use of antibiotics, improve resident outcomes and 
lessen adverse events.  There will be ongoing consultation with the Department 
of Health in this area.  MSAG will begin Antibiotic Stewardship in Magnolia Grove 
with the goal of expanding campus wide.  

 President’s report  None 

Vice-President’s report Vice President Bill Wells reported that a new committee wished to be formed upon the 
vote of the Council: the Conservation and Sustainability (C & S) Committee with Jan 
Bush as Chair. He read the description of the committee: CONSERVATION AND 
SUSTAINABILITY: Considers aspects of MSAG’s planning and use of natural resources, 
primarily in terms of maintaining their sustainability in the future. Advises the 
Administration about maintenance of landscaping; efficiency and conservation in using   
energy and water; reductions in wastes and pollutants; and government actions related 
to these topics. Implements outreach activities to engage residents in the sustainable 
use of natural resources. The Chair of the C&S Committee is an ex officio member of the 
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B & G Advisory Committee, to provide liaison in coordinating the work of the two 
committees. 

It was moved and seconded that formation of the new committee be approved. 
Discussion ensued whether such a committee already existed. The Future of the Earth 
group is not a Council committee. A question arose whether the Building and Grounds 
Advisory Committee is a Board committee. It is not. A vote was taken and the new 
Conservation and Sustainability Committee was formed with Jan Bush as chair. 

A second committee matter was the changing of the name of a current committee. The 
Committee on Committees approved the change of the name of the Decorating 
Committee to the Interiors Committee since the term “Decorating” is misleading.  

It was also agreed that in addition to Committee Chairs, there can also be Committee 
Co-Chairs. 

Bill Wells reported that the Visual Aids Committee needs a new co-chair as Margaret 
Fulmer is now in Magnolia Grove. If anyone has a suggestion, please see him.  

Also, Martha Lewis is co-chair of the Appreciation and Retirement Fund with Stuart 
Oskamp.  

Treasurer’s report Treasurer Conrad Maas gave the combined July and August Report. The beginning 
balance was $278,647. Deposits were $32,203. Expenses were $40,216, leaving a 
balance of $270,634. Adding the Restricted Corporate Held Funds of $330,549, the 
grand total is 601,183. 

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell:  No report at this time. 

Committee Reports Stuart Oskamp, Co-Chair of the Appreciation and Retirement Fund, announced that the 
Employee Appreciation Campaign had begun with letters and envelopes for 
contributions in the cubbies.  He gave a history of Gardeners’ generous donations. This 
year’s goal is to raise $320,000 as a thank you to Gardens’ approximately 330 employees 
with 100% participation of residents.  Gifts would be given to employees at an 
Appreciation Party December 5. 

Old business None 

New business Cathie Brown reminded Council members of Dr. Cameron Munter’s talk on “The New 
Diplomacy” sponsored by the Forum on Wednesday, September 6 at 10:30 in the 
Assembly and on Channel 8. 

Staff dismissed 

Other business As there was no other business, Vice President Bill Wells adjourned the meeting at 9:28 
A.M. 

NEXT MEETINGS Monday, October 2 at 9:00 A.M.   



MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING
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No Meeting in August 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
July 3, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers: Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey 

Board Member:  Cinda Claproot 

Administration:  Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 

Members at Large: Bill Relf, Bob Rogers 

Resident Directors: John Maguire, John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Royce Stutzman, Norma Wilson  

Area Representatives: Bette Corner,  Jane O’Donnell, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz Brown, Becca Kurtz, David 
McCarthy, Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards 

CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  She introduced Board 
Member Cinda Claproot. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of June 5, 2017 were corrected.to read that Margaret Fulmer, not Margaret 
Fuller was present as an area representative. 

AREA REPORTS: 

A Building  Bette Corner – Nothing much to report. Looking forward to lots of Gardeners decorating 
for tomorrow’s parade. Building A will have its first Thursday cocktail party and dinner     
together on Thursday. 

 B Building Jane O’Donnell – No report. 

 C Building Gloria Slosberg – The C Building welcomes Joan Dick. 

D Building Becca Kurtz & Evelyn Diaz Brown – The D Building welcomed Diane Stielstra and Donn 
Fry. 

Fringe David McCarthy reported that the Fringe had a wonderful party at their monthly get- 
together where they honored their housekeeper Eva Llanera who had become an 
American citizen and held a celebration in her honor. 

Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – No report. 

Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – No report . 

 Terraces Sid Jones – Tomorrow night we will be standing on the porch with impromptu lemonade 
and popcorn and will watch the fireworks through the trees. We mourn the loss of Dick 
Carlson’s dog Jimmy.  Otherwise, everything in the Terraces is wonderful. 

Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – The residents of the Lodge want to thank buildings and grounds for 
installing the fence that hides the trash bins but feel it now needs to be used a little bit 
more. 



 

2 
 

 
Magnolia Grove No new representative. BJ Barnes served her full term.   

  
ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Maureen Beith said she had nothing more to report but wanted to talk about 
tomorrow’s parade. When she realized that Gardeners would be walking behind her as 
she drove the van, she decided there was no way she would ride so decided to walk 
with the walkers and asked Chef Bob to drive the van at the head of the parade. 

VP of Health Services Lisa Atilano reported that Mt. San Antonio Gardens outpatient rehabilitation program is 
a certified outpatient rehabilitation agency by the Department of Public Health 
(DPHS).  We receive inspections from DPHS approximately every 5 years. Our outpatient 
rehabilitation survey took place from 6/12/17-6/14/17.  She was happy to report there 
were no patient care or treatment findings.  They had very minimal 
recommendations.  In physical plant they recommended lowering a soap dispenser, and 
relocating items.  They also recommended enhancing the personal protective 
equipment for employees to also include items like masks, goggles and gowns, and also 
had suggestions for enhancing our policy and procedure manual. Overall the surveyor 
was very impressed with the Gardens and the level of service provided, and the survey 
went very well.  

President’s report No report. President Dale called upon Bill Wells to give the vice-president’s report. 
 
Vice-President’s report Vice-President Bill Wells gave a brief announcement. The Web Site Committee has been 

added to the Poster Distribution List. So those preparing posters please add two posters 
and give those two posters to Bob Rogers. He will post them on the web site so it will be 
there as well as being posted all over the campus,.  

  
Treasurer’s report President Dale pointed to the two empty treasurer’s chairs. She said that Conrad Maas 

was on a trip. The bottom line is that there is a balance of $278,646.67 at the end of the 
June report. 

Ass’t Treasurer’s report President Dale said that Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell had developed a very 
bad cold, so she gave her report. She said the collecting of the Gardens Club Operating 
Fund for February 2017 to January 31, 2018 has come to an end. Total collected is 
$43,463 which is approximately $9,000 short of the budget of $52,720.  She thanked 
everyone for contributing to the fund. 
  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells called on David Reger, chair of the Audio Visual Committee. 
 David Reger wanted to publicly acknowledge those who were retiring and taking on two 

committee jobs. First he thanked Harold Unland who had been making the labels for the 
DVDs of Chanel 8 programs. He will be giving the job to Julie Howard. Next he thanked 
Fran Bruner who had been in charge of the loop headphones. The job will be taken over 
by Pat Olson. He then thanked Don Griffin for taking over for him while he was away for 
five weeks. Last, he wanted to thank Steve Barnes who was in the booth. The equipment 
failed and Steve was able to find a replacement that kept the AV going. David Reger 
ended by saying that it’s amazing what the staff does for us. 

 President Dale commented that the AV Committee is on the job constantly. 
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Old business  None. 
 
New business Sid Jones asked what we would do with a $9,000 deficit. Marilyn told him to ask the 

question at the September meeting when the Treasurers will be present. She did add 
that the budget figures were made up of requests by the committees and that not all 
committees use the full amount. She said, “Call me if this is too confusing.” 

The staff was dismissed 
 
Other business There was no other business so President Dale adjourned the meeting at 9:13 a.m.  

NEXT MEETINGS Tuesday, September 5 at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly. 

  

___________________________________________ 

Kay Grimmesey, secretary 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
June 5, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers: Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell  

Board Member:   Jane Goodfellow, Board of Directors and member of its Executive and    
    Fund Development Committees 
 
Administration:   Maureen Beith 

Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors:  John Maguire, John Nelson, Tom Rimer, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Carole Harter, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz Brown, 
Margaret Fulmer, Becca Kurtz, Barbara Patch, Lenore Dollries (sub. For David McCarthy), 
Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards, BJ Barnes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of May 1, 2017 were accepted as printed. 
 
AREA REPORTS: 

          A Building   Bette Corner – After a complete survey of the Bose system, the A Building voted 17-2 
    in favor of approval.  
      
          B Building   Jane O’Donnell – The B Building reports that Nancy Emerson has moved to the Oak Tree 
    Lodge, and we will miss her.  
   

 C Building Gloria Slosberg – The C Building had a fun party and are anticipating the arrival of  Joan 
Dick. 

 
D Building Becca Kurtz & Evelyn Diaz Brown – No report except to thank Barbara Patch and 

Margaret Fulmer for representing the D Building in May. 
 
Fringe Lenore Dollries (representing the Fringe) – The Fringe wishes to welcome two new 

residents: Sharon Hightower in F-9 and Susan Moncrieff in F-4. 

Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – No report. 
 
Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – No report except that our friend Ken Hunter has moved to Magnolia 

Grove. 

           Terraces   Sid Jones – The Terraces had a break-in in the Garage. A car was broken into  
(for an attractive gym bag in the back seat) as well as a truck. Recommendations for 
prevention were made to the administration. Otherwise, we welcome Marlene 
Polhemus to the Terraces.  Our social life continues. 

 
Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – A milestone for the Arbor; it’s now one year old. The residents showed off 

the Arbor, then to the Lodge patio for a sweet treat. It was well attended. 
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 Then it was on to the Spring Tea Party. This event had all the trimmings: different teas, 
hot and cold, served with different tea cakes. Of course with many colorful hats, the 
Lodge came alive with “Tea for Two” piano music by Gus. 

 
Magnolia Grove  B J Barnes –Magnolia Grove currently has 48 residents; eight of them are Community. 

There are now 11 non-permanent residents; two are from the Community. Among 
Gardeners, there were no deaths in May. 

 Living in the Grove, one can count on staff assembling residents to celebrate birthdays 
or holidays. In May, the fifth of the month figured prominently: Cinco de Mayo was 
greeted with servings of empanadas and taquitos with guacamole—all graced with 
margaritas and Mexican music. Every person present, including visiting family, was 
challenged to use his residual energy to combat an extremely resistant piñata that 
reluctantly and ultimately scattered its rewards. Ole!  

 In contrast, on Tuesday mornings, the Gardens’ Chaplain, with his trusty therapy dog 
Kenny, rolls quietly into the same room, where assembled residents are invited to 
“Catch the Spirit with Rich.” They are then treated to a special video or a reading 
following a period of piano music. 

  
ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Maureen addressed three items. First was a follow-up on Sid’s report on the break-in at 
the Terraces garage.  It was estimated by the security guard to have occurred between 4 
a.m. to 7 a.m. A recommendation was made to add additional cameras and an 
additional security guard on the night shift. This will be addressed when the annual 
budget is determined. As a precautionary measure, Maureen suggested residents place 
items in the trunk rather than out in the open. Second, the 2017-18 budget is being 
prepared. Revenue and expenses are being looked at. There are more requests from 
department heads for additional staff. The Board Finance Committee will look at the 
budget in June, the full Board in July and the residents in August. Three residents are on 
the Board’s Finance Committee and six residents are on the Board. Third, they are 
looking at an operational change at Magnolia Grove of reducing the semi-private rooms 
(currently nine rooms) to private rooms with two rooms this year and perhaps two per 
year, keeping in mind a cushion for the needs of all contracted residents.  The reason is 
that the use of skilled nursing has been reduced here and around the country.  

President’s report First, President Marilyn Dale called on Bette Corner to give an update on the Claremont 
4th of July Parade. Bette reported that at a previous meeting Maureen had offered to 
drive the oversize cart if someone would organize an entry for the Gardens. She had 
raised her hand at the time, and became the chair. She said she turned in the 
application to the city on May 9 so the Gardens might be placed early in the parade. She 
reported that 27 participants had signed up to be in the parade and she would like to 
have more volunteer to participate as well as more to decorate. Decorators would need 
to begin decorating at 8:00 to 9:00 in the morning before the 3:00 starting time. She 
said the theme was “Claremont's Fabulous 4th.”  She’ll need all sign-ups by June 7. Bette 
said it should be great fun. 

 Second, President Dale said that at the Committee on Committees meeting, an up or 
down vote was requested regarding spending $5,500 on the Bose system for indoor and 
outdoor events.  She named who would be voting: the Council officers, building chairs, 
and members at large. A question was asked regarding the lack of a discussion. Vice 
President Bill Wells said a discussion had already been held at the Committee on 
Committees meeting and they had called for an up or down vote here at the Council 
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meeting. President Dale called for a vote and nineteen voted yes, a unanimous vote, to 
purchase the Bose system. 

 
Vice-President’s report Vice-President Bill Wells announced two new committee chairs were approved at the 

Committee on Committees meeting. Ada Mok will replace John Suchocki as chair of the 
Copy Machine/Shredder Committee until John returns. Janet Kahn will serve as chair of 
the Excursions-Theater Committee (South Coast Repertory Theatre). She will give a 
presentation later this morning. 

 Two committee descriptions have been revised: the new description of the Library 
Committee as submitted by Chair Tish Butler and the new description of the Music 
Programs Committee submitted by Chair Natalie Stalwick. The new descriptions are 
intended to clarify, not to change. (They are attached to the minutes.) 

 As indicated in the last NOW, Oak Arbor has been added to the Oak Tree Lodge mailbox 
in the cubby area, so please add Oak Arbor to the poster list. 

  
Treasurer’s report Treasurer Conrad Maas reported the month began with $284,934. Receipts were $8,774 

and expenditures $5,928, leaving a balance of $287,780 at the end of May. The 
Corporate Held Funds of $351,688 make a total of $639,468. 

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Barbara McDowell reported that 82.5% of Gardeners paid the $90 dues. We’re still 
about $9,000 short of the goal. 
  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells called on Peggy Spear, chair of the Special Needs Committee. 
She reported: “At its regular meeting on May 16, 2017 the Special Needs Committee 
considered one request. Warren Wright, Chair of the Dining Room Announcement 
Committee, requested a grant of $389.33 to buy a new microphone for the Dining 
Room. The request was approved unanimously.” Those in the room exclaimed “Yeah!” 

 Bill Wells called on Janet Kahn, the new chair of the Excursions-Theater Committee 
(South Coast Repertory Theatre).  First she thanked Marjorie Pryor who had headed the 
theatre group with tickets and bus transportation for many years and Meg Evans who 
kept last season going when Marjorie no longer could. Jan said this was an opportunity 
for Gardeners, both newcomers and returning subscribers, to see excellent productions 
of five plays from September through May with the convenience of going together by 
bus. She had put flyers in the cubbies describing each play with the subscription costs 
for the plays and bus with a sign-up form attached on the back for those who would like 
to subscribe to be returned to her cubby by June 9.   

            
Old business  None. 
 
New business Maureen announced, “Frank in the booth is getting married!” Gardeners turned to 

Frank Salas and applauded. 
 John Nelson asked Maureen a question about the Population Report which had on the 

bottom “8 couples are on Deferred Entrance Program (previously called Leave of 
Absence).”  He asked whether they were counted in the Assigned category and also if 
there would be a maximum of those on DEP. She replied that they weren’t counted in 
the number Assigned and that there is a maximum of 18 that can be DEP. 

 
Other business There was no other business so President Dale adjourned the meeting at 9:26 a.m.  

NEXT MEETINGS Monday, July 3 at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly. 
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___________________________________________ 

Kay Grimmesey, secretary 

  

LIBRARY COMMITTEE DESCRIPTION, 2017 
 

LIBRARY:  The Chair and Library Committee oversee the general functions of the library and act as liaison with the 
Gardens Club.  The Gardens Library services include the main Library, the Oak Tree Lodge Library, Magnolia Grove and 
The Villas. The staff Library Services Co-ordinator and two resident Co-Supervisors oversee book selection and 
cataloging, and supervise a staff of resident volunteers who process acquisitions, circulate library materials and assist 
readers in finding books, and other Library holdings.  A reference collection, including musical reference materials, and a 
section on wellness, is split between the Reference Room and the east corner of the main Library.  A wide selection of 
current periodicals and newspapers is found in the Reading Area just outside the Library.  The Book Selection Group 
chooses the material to be added to the constantly changing inventory.   
 
 
 

MUSIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
 

This Committee arranges monthly evening (vocal or instrumental) programs in the Assembly.  The concerts are usually 
held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of every month, except August.  The Committee chooses the performers, 
publicizes, and makes arrangements for the performers. 
 
Sing-alongs and other musical activities held in the Wellness Center, Oak Tree Lodge and Oak Arbor, Magnolia Grove and 
the Villas are usually sponsored by the Wellness Center.  On occasion, other musical programs are held in the Assembly 
and are sponsored by an entity other than the Music Programs Committee. 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
May 1, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers: Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell 

Board Member:  Sheri Nagel, chair of the Marketing and Community Outreach Committee 

Administration:  Lisa Atilano, Vice President of Health Services 

Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 

Resident Directors:  John Maguire, Tom Rimer, Norma Wilson 

Area Representatives: Fred Maynard, Jane O’Donnell, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz-Brown, Margaret Fulmer, 
Barbara Patch, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards, B J 
Barnes 

CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The president said the secretary apologized for four errors in the minutes of April 3, 
2017 that were placed in the cubbies of Council members. The corrected minutes have 
been posted on the website and Gardens board in the cubby area. (One correction was 
the name of the South Coast Repertory Theater.) Since there were no further additions, 
the corrected minutes as posted were approved. 

AREA REPORTS: 
A Building Fred Maynard – He said he was speaking for Bette Corner, who had volunteered to 

decorate the float for the July 4 Parade at last month’s meeting. She has gotten the 
entry application for the Gardens. Contact her if you would like to help her with the 
decorations. She also wanted to say we need to get our application in early so we can 
get a good position in the parade for the Gardens. 
President Dale suggested that Bette put up a sign-up sheet in the cubby area for those 
who would like to help with the Gardens’ entry in the parade. 

B Building Jane O’Donnell – The B Building misses Gus Diesslin, who has recently moved to the 
Lodge. However, we are happily rejoicing on Tuesday and Saturday evenings when he 
returns to play the piano during our social-time prior to dinner. We hope this continues 
for a long time. 

C Building  Gloria Slosberg – C Building welcomes Martha Lewis. We are so happy to have her. 

D Building Barbara Patch – D Building had a pizza party on April 18. We had a number of those who 
moved. New residents Dorothy Whitham and Lynn & Jan Bush moved into the second 
floor. Wes & Katie Hawks moved to a cottage and Dorothy Dodge moved to the Lodge. 

Fringe David McCarthy – The Fringe was abandoned by Roberta Russell and Martha Lewis;  
Wes & Katie Hawks and Sharon Hightower joined us. We had a great dinner party on 
April 26 planned by Marty Digges, our social chairman. Everybody showed up and it was 
quite delightful, ending with a huge serving of Tiramisu.   

Bonita/Taylor  Rich Phillips – Lee Hollenberg has moved to the Lodge. 
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Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – I have no report. 

Terraces Sid Jones – As all of you heard, Doris Jacobs suffered a serious fall in the street level 
Terraces garage when avoiding an incoming maintenance cart. The condition that led to 
the incident in the garage has been corrected to avoid further mishap. We had a 
successful pizza party on April 26, thanks to the A Building that allowed us to use their 
common areas.  

Oak Tree Lodge Bill Richards – (1) Resident additions to Oak Tree Lodge are Carolyn Wieland, Joy 
Matsumoto, Dorothy Dodge, Lee Hollenberg, and Gus Diesslin with music which we are 
enjoying. (2) The event of the month was the Easter egg hunt for visitors and children. 
Four hundred plastic eggs filled with candy were hidden by residents and found in 
record time by about 40 children. (3) On Earth Day a number of children from the 
Seedling Day School sang a song to the residents and then went to the patio for some 
planting. Needless to say, it was fun for all. (4) The OTL dining staff went that extra mile 
to give the residents a great patio picnic.  

Magnolia Grove  B J Barnes – Magnolia Grove currently has 38 residents; seven of them are community. 
There are two non-permanent residents; one is from the community. In April, the 
Gardens lost two residents: Thomas Stoever and Bessie Denes.  
Activities and events offered the Grove’s residents are both daily and weekly. Among 
them, music is a favorite. It accompanies the Sunday church service. There are Sing-
alongs with guest Gardeners who give their time at the piano: Sing-alongs with Libby, 
with Charlene, and with Lee. There is also the lively “Music with Mathew” and when 
provided companions, residents go to the Social Center and sing with Don Linde.  

ADMINISTRATION 

President Dale announced that Maureen Beith was out of town and that Lisa Atilano 
would be giving the Administration report. 

Lisa Atilano  Lisa Atilano, Vice President of Health Services, reported on the annual state survey in 
Magnolia Grove and the Villas, which had just been completed. It began with a resident 
council meeting in Magnolia Grove where residents were asked how they felt about 
their care.  They said they were very happy and felt well cared for. We had improvement 
year over year, receiving two less deficiencies than the prior year.  One improvement 
was in the area of medication administration; we had no errors noted in medication 
administration.  Findings included an opportunity for improvement with 
documentation.  While Magnolia Grove is providing person-centered care, end-of-life 
supportive services and engaging activities, we are not capturing all of our efforts in our 
documentation.  Another finding was in the area of storage of medication; the facility 
was safeguarding a resident’s alcohol bottle in the medication room and was asked to 
remove it.  Another finding was regarding adjusting water temperatures or chemical 
usage; chemicals were adjusted as well as cleaning schedules.  Overall, we did very well.  

President’s report The Council needs to approve two nominees for the Nominating Committee this year. 
There are currently four members on the committee. The By-Laws stipulate that a fifth 
member be nominated by the Executive Committee before July. Our proposed nominee 
is Jane Sutton. Secondly, due to the loss of Tom Stoever, a replacement needed to be 
named, so we propose Dick Newton to fill his unexpired term to the end of the year. I 
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would like the approval of these two nominees. A motion to approve Jane Sutton and 
Dick Newton as additions to the Nominating Committee was passed by the Council. 

Vice-President’s report Bill Wells, vice president, is chair of the Committee on Committees. He reported on the 
actions taken by the Committee on Committees, made up of all area chairs.  
(1) Committee members unanimously approved the new description of the Hospitality 

Committee submitted by Co-Chair Pat Nelson. The revised policy can be found at 
the end of these minutes and on the website. 

(2) Committee members unanimously approved the discontinuance of two committees: 
Health Center (Magnolia Grove) Friends Committee and Health Center (Magnolia 
Grove) Crafts Committee.  

(3) Committee members unanimously approved the following new committee chairs to 
fill vacancies: 
(a) June Anderson to replace Betsy Grindle as chair of the Knitting Committee 
(b) Bette Corner to replace Jeanne Kennedy as chair of the Diversity Committee. 
(c) Ada Mok and Michael Newman (as co-chairs and co-managers) to replace Denny 

Gambill as chair and manager of the Banking Committee 
Bill Wells said we owe thanks to the three chairs who are retiring. The Council 
clapped in appreciation. 

Bill Wells also gave an advance notice. Barbara Patch, who has been chair of the Lounge 
Flowers Committee bringing fresh flowers into the Social Center Lounge for eight years, 
will be retiring in January. She would like to find a replacement by November so she can 
train the new chair. Area chairs will also speak of the need in their meetings. 

Treasurer’s report Conrad Maas gave the April treasurer’s report. The month began with $279,019. There 
was $11,894 deposited and expenditures of $5,980, leaving a balance of $284,934. 
Adding the Corporate Restricted Funds of $351,193, the total is $636,127. 

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Barbara McDowell reported on the $90 dues requested of Gardeners to support the 
Gardens Club activities. As of April 25, $41,993 has been raised, which is 79.8% of the 
proposed budget.  She broke down the amount into percentages per living group as it 
had been requested the previous year.  Overall, 93.6 % of independent residents 
contributed, 49.3% of Oak Tree Lodge residents and 21.9 %. of Magnolia Grove/Villas 
residents. Hopefully, more will be coming in. 

Committee reports Vice President Bill Wells introduced Peggy Spear, chair of the Special Needs Committee. 
She reported that at their regular meeting of April 24, two requests were made.  
One from Carol Harter for the CLASP Committee requested $2,000 for the summer 
camp program, held in partnership with MSAG and the CLASP Board. Funds will provide 
transportation for the children, materials and supplies, as well as a college t-shirt and 
book for each child. 
The second was a review of an earlier request from Bob Rogers for a Bose audio system 
to be available both to our committees and the Administration for outdoor and indoor 
events. Following a comprehensive discussion as to its practicality and usefulness, the 
committee agreed to fund the full request for up to $5,500, along with the CLASP 
application. Both projects were unanimously approved. 

Bob Rogers gave a PowerPoint presentation of the Bose portable audio system with a 
booklet of the PP to each chair to present at area meetings. He also said that 
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Housekeeping would be responsible for the system. Several questions were asked. Was 
a demonstration of the equipment held? Yes, on St. Patrick’s Day in all campus areas 
except the meadow. Will there be a discount? No. We have a static system in the 
assembly. Will it be used in the assembly? No. This is a portable system. Will those 
behind the system be able to hear since those sitting behind the current system at the 
Picnic couldn’t hear? (No, we could tilt one speaker toward the back or also use the 
current outdoor Yamaha system to face the back.) 
Peggy Spear reminded the Council that the Bose system would be available for any 
committee.  

President Dale called for a motion to approve the first request for $2,000 which had to 
be approved by the Council since it was over $1,000. A motion was made and approved 
for $2,000 for the CLASP summer camp.  
She stated that since the second request for the Bose system was over $2,000, it had to 
be taken to area meetings to be discussed before being voted on at the next Council 
meeting. 

OId Business The Car Club Show was on the agenda. Area chairs had discussed the idea at their 
meetings and there was a split between approval and the need for more information as 
well as many questions. David Bruner, who had proposed the show of local owners of 
the ACD Club, said right now the idea was up in the air until the next day when he would 
learn more about his surgery. He knew Gardeners were worried about crowds and 
liability. He said it would be a private show, not a public one, and that the owners of the 
cars would have to state their insurance and policy numbers as some cars were worth a 
million dollars. He said he would talk to the ACD Club president just for feedback. 
Marilyn asked him to have a written proposal with details for areas to discuss when the 
matter is brought up again. 

New Business Cathy Brown mentioned the Forum’s program on “Animal Minds” to be presented by 
Virginia Morell, New York Times bestselling author, on Thursday, May 4. She would 
explore animal intelligence and how it will alter the way we view other species. She was 
a 1971 graduate of Pomona College and Cathy was her second grade teacher.  

Staff excused 

Other business There was no other business so President Dale adjourned the meeting at 9:44 A.M. 

NEXT MEETING Gardens Club Council Meeting on Monday, June 5, at 9:00 A.M. in the Assembly  

_____________________________________ 
Kay Grimmesey, secretary 

HOSPITALITY: Chairpersons contact incoming residents before they move in to welcome them and provide the name of 
their Area Host. The host, usually a near-by neighbor, will greet the residents on move-in day and provide information  
about first-needed services, regulations, and customs. Once settled in their homes, new residents and their host will be 
invited to a pre-dinner gathering at the committee chairperson’s home and escorted to dinner in the dining room. At 
dinner, new residents will be introduced to fellow Gardeners by the Hospitality Committee chairperson.  
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MINUTES OF THE GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, April 3, 2017 

 
PRESENT: 
 
Officers:   Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell 
 
Board Member:   Michael Lamkin, chair of the Master Planning/Futures Committee 
 
Administration:   Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 
 
Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Joyce Roebuck 
 
Resident Directors:   John Maguire 
 
Area Representatives: Bette Corner, Jane O’Donnell, Carole Harter, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz Brown, 

Margaret Fulmer, Becca Kurtz, Barbara Patch, David McCarthy, Rich Phillips, John 
Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards, B J Barnes. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. She introduced 

Board member Michael Lamkin. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of March 6, 2017, were accepted as distributed. 
 
AREA REPORTS: 

 
A Building Bette Corner – Building A had a wonderful cocktail “so-long-we’ll-see-you-soon” 

party for Myrlie Evers Williams who moved to the C Building. We have an important 
area meeting regarding the LED lights with Sam Tannenbaum plus upcoming April 23 
disaster drill.  I want to mention that the Diversity Committee’s sponsored open 
house for all of us at the Mosque was wonderful. 

 
B Building Jane O’Donnell –The B Building will celebrate the beginning of Spring tomorrow 

evening with their first party of the year. The “April Mixer” will take place in the 
Gallery where we will celebrate with hors d’oeuvres, good food and drinks. 

 
C Building Gloria Slosberg – D Building has no report. 
 
D Building Becca Kurtz/Evelyn Diaz Brown – We welcome new resident Grace Clark and her dog 

Sophie to the D Building. D Building residents had no hot water Saturday morning, 
again…No “all call” notice to tell us water was out and when it would be repaired. 
This has been happening too often.  

Fringe David McCarthy – The Fringe includes two buildings, E and F, and eight Pomona 
cottages. We’re held together by Marty Digges, our social chairman who plans our 
monthly get together/dinners and parties several times a year.  

 
Bonita/Taylor Rich Phillips – No report from Bonita. 
 
Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – No report. 
  
Terraces Sid Jones – No report. 
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Oak Tree Lodge/Arbor Bill Richards – 1) Resident changes were Margaret Faust to Magnolia Grove, and 

Bastiaan & Helena Kooiman to OTL. 2) The outstanding event for the month was the 
Phantom of the Opera dinner show complete with music and live actors. 3) Soon to 
be in operation is the upgraded Spa room. 4) The OTL patio has a new look with the 
recently installed Gazebo. 

 
Magnolia Grove B J Barnes – “Magnolia Grove currently has 42 residents, six of them are Community. 

Of six non-permanent residents, none are Community. In March, the Gardens lost 
two residents: Jane Bracey and Max Carman. 

 There are daily events in the multipurpose room for residents who choose to attend 
them; games and activities in the mornings; movies and other programs, afternoons. 
Twice each month, able residents are assembled: first for the Area Meeting where 
they are supplied information from the “Gardens’ Council that is assumed to be 
meaningful. Often of greater interest is the information offered by administrative 
persons able to attend and by heads of departments: Dining Services, Maintenance, 
Housekeeping, Nursing, and Activities, all of whom are generous in responding to 
questions. 

 The second ritual gathering of the month occurred when seven celebrants out of 
nine March birthdays at the Grove were lined up behind a long decorated table to 
choose among cake or pie, flavors and form of ice cream—the individual servings 
each with candle lit for simultaneous puffing as the room full of assembled guests, 
awaiting comparable service of goodies, raise their voices in birthday song.” 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

CEO Maureen Beith said she only had a couple of items. First, as a follow up to the chat, 
May 9 has definitely been scheduled for the shredding truck to be here in the circle 
area for residents who wish to bring papers to be shredded.  Second, the NOW this 
morning is rather empty. If you have anything for the NOW, please let Denise know. 

VP, Health Care Svcs. Lisa Atilano reported (1) that they’re still waiting for the annual survey to be 
completed before transitioning the space in the Harrison Villa to short-term 
rehabilitation services. (2) They’re currently evaluating IT needs.  (3) They have 
added a dedicated person to serve as Green House Guide for the Evergreen Villas to 
assist with coordinating functions of Villas. (4) They’ve added a licensed clinical social 
worker consultant on a revolving basis available anytime there is a need at Magnolia 
Grove or anywhere on campus and also Dr. Shin, a psychiatrist, who will also be 
available. (5) She said that we’d probably seen visitors Wednesday through Friday. A 
training involving the Eden Alternative philosophy regarding how plants, animals, 
and children interact with care and available resources was held. Fifteen employees 
were involved, with representation from every level. There was much teamwork.   

PRESIDENTS REPORT Marilyn Dale wanted to let everyone know that the Gardens Council agenda and 
financial report are being emailed to residents the Thursday before each Council 
meeting, thanks to Julianna Clark. Second, she reminded everyone about the great 
light bulb exchange on April 21. Third, she stated that Bob Rogers will be putting the 
Gardens Club financial reports and minutes cumulatively on the Gardens website. 
Last, she reminded everyone that after the meeting, Mary Jean Neault, Vice 
President of Marketing and Community Outreach, was giving a short presentation on 
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the resident student program on campus. Last year there was very little prep so this 
year everyone will be informed. 

 
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT Bill Wells reminded committee chairs that there is now a handbook for committee 

chairs available on the website. If anyone wants a hard copy, let him know. He also 
said it was the time of year for committee chairs to take the committee’s description 
on the website to their committees and to discuss if any updates or changes are 
needed. If so, to bring him the changes.  

 He added that the resident section of the Gardens’ website is very useful and easy to 
access. However, anyone having difficulty accessing the website, ask him or anyone 
on the website committee (Bob Rogers, Adar Belinkoff, Bob Lee or Roberta Russell) 
for help. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT Conrad Maas gave the March treasurer’s report. The beginning balance was 

$270,766.93. Income was $39,522.99. Expenses were $31,270.25 leaving a balance 
of $279,019.67. Adding the Corporate held funds of $312,231.38, the total is 
$591,251.05. 

 
ASS’T TREASURER Barbara McDowell gave an update on the $90 donations toward the Gardens Club 

operating fund. As of April 1, 71% of Gardeners had contributed. To try to make it 
100%, she will be sending second notices this week to those who have either lost 
their envelopes or have forgotten to donate. If you placed a contribution in the box 
after April 1, be aware that you may also receive the second notice.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS Vice President Bill Wells announced that there would be several committee reports. 

First he called on David Reger, chair of the Audio/Video Facilities Committee.  
 
      Audio/video Facilities David first thanked all the committee members and the staff and said they were a 

“well-oiled machine.” He recognized two new members of the committee: Jan Kahn 
and Harvey King.  Then he asked for more non-technical help.  Fran Bruner needs 
more help handing out the headsets for each meeting and Harold Unland, who has 
been making labels for the DVDs, would like to be replaced. 
 David said he would go over the procedure of scheduling audio video for the 
Assembly. Every third Monday of the month the committee meets to complete the 
booth schedule for the following month. Then he sends the schedule to committee 
chairs for any corrections. David has to know if there are any special needs, such as if 
it’s in the Gallery instead of the Assembly; what computer the speaker is going to be 
used, if any. He expressly asked that committees not schedule programs begin at 
11:00 a.m. as the meeting might run into the lunch hour, but to set it earlier, such as 
10:30 a.m.  
Only AV committee and staff members can use the Gardens’ AV equipment.  
Out of curiosity, he asked how many watched the Saturday Night Movie on Channel 
8. Hands were almost unanimous. David said he was glad to know since only about 
15 actually attend in the Assembly.  
David also said some had asked about watching TV on the big screen in the Assembly 
such as for the World Series or the Rose Bowl and suggested it was a possibility.  He 
also said if anyone learns about upgrades of equipment, to let him know about it. 
  

     Musical Programs Bill wells called on Natalie Stalwick, chair of the Musical Programs Committee. 
Natalie said she had been asked about the role of the Musical Programs Committee 
since there is a number of music activities in the Gardens which are sponsored by the 
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Wellness Center or other groups. She said that the Musical Programs Committee is 
funded by the Gardens Club and is the one responsible for the monthly evening 
programs, usually on the second Tuesday of the month. 

 
     Special Needs Bill Wells called on Peggy Spear, chair of the Special Needs Committee. She reported 

that the committee considered three requests at their regular meeting on March 20.   
The first request was from Bob Kurtz, chair of the MSAG CERT committee, for $2,000 
to equip another cohort of 20 CERT trained volunteers, and provide supplies for all 
CERT members. The request was approved unanimously by the committee. However, 
since the amount was over $1,000, it needed Council approval as well. President Dale 
called for a vote and the request of the MSAG CERT committee for $2,000 was 
unanimously approved by the Council.   

 Peggy Spear presented the other two requests. Bob Rogers, chair of the Bios 
Committee for $94 to purchase software compatible with recently purchased 
Microsoft program. Second, Evelyn Hubacker and Ellen Heymann, Piano 
Maintenance, requested $320 to purchase a cover for the grand piano in Oak Tree 
Lodge. Both requests were unanimously approved by the Special Needs Committee. 

 
    Theater Excursions Bill Wells said that Meg Evans who was to speak was unable to be at the meeting, 

but he would relay the message.  This committee was actually an excursion to the 
South Coast Repertory Theatre. Marge Pryor had been in charge of tickets and 
transportation for years but was no longer able to be in charge. Meg Evans picked up 
the tickets and busing only for this year. There is a need for someone willing to 
organize tickets and transportation for the next year. If you are willing to do this, 
please see him. 

 
Old business None 
 
New business David Bruner proposed a one-day show of highly-prized Auburn Duesenberg cars 

(1920’s/1930’s vintage) at the Gardens. He has a 1933 Auburn sedan stored in the 
garage and there is currently an ACD (Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg) Club nationally but 
not regionally. He proposed inviting owners of the cars to the Gardens for a show 
and tell. Maybe we could get 10-15 responses. He said most men were retired, so it 
might be a good marketing tool. He has talked to Maureen about it. He said there 
was one catch. He was having knee surgery so the event couldn’t be scheduled until 
around October. President Dale asked area chairs to take up a discussion about the 
proposal and get feedback to David. We would have time since October was far 
enough away to plan. David said he would forward his write-up to area chairs. 

  
 Bob Tranquada asked if the lightbulb exchange included fluorescent bulbs. The 

answer was no, only incandescent. He also asked if the Gardens would be changing 
our ceiling lights. Maureen said she didn’t know. The two-bulb exchange is only for 
personal lamps. More information will be forthcoming. 

 
 Bette Corner said that Maureen had said she would drive the Garden’s cart for the 

July 4 Claremont Parade, so she volunteered to chair decorating the cart for the 
parade. Maureen said she would need cart driving lessons. Marilyn Dale asked David 
if he would be willing to drive his Auburn in the parade, and he said he or his son 
could drive it. He said If we decide to enter the parade, someone is needed to enter 
the Gardens in the parade at least a month ahead of time, which is coming up.  
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Staff excused 
 
Other business There was no other business. 
 
Adjournment President Dale reminded everyone to please stay for Mary Jean Neault’s 

presentation of the graduate student in residence program. The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:42. 

  
NEXT MEETING Monday May 1 at 9 A.M. in the Assembly 

 
 
______________________________________________ 
Kay Grimmesey, secretary 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
March 6, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers:   Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell 
Board Member:   None 
Administration:   Maureen Beith, Lisa Atilano 
Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 
Resident Directors:  John Maguire, Tom Rimer, Norma Wilson 
Area Representatives: Bette Corner, Carole Harter, Gloria Slosberg, Evelyn Diaz-Brown, Margaret Fulmer, 

Becca Kurtz, Barbara Patch, Rich Phillips, John Ekelund, Sid Jones, Bill Richards, B J 
Barnes 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of February 6, 2017 were corrected to read “three units” instead of “three 

triplexes” in line four of the New Business near the end of the minutes.  
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building Bette Corner – We experienced a serious loss when Myrlie Evers Williams moved to the 
C Building. Our loss if their gain. Our cocktail party and dinner afterwards on the first 
Thursday of the month is gaining popularity and bringing us closer together. Two of our 
newest members are Bill Durkee and Nan Maples.  

  
B Building  Carole Harter – The B Building has no report. 
 
C Building  Gloria Slosberg – We have welcomed Myrlie Evers Williams. 
 
D Building  Evelyn Diaz Brown – In February, the D Building welcomed Lee McDonald. 
 
Fringe   No report. 
 
Bonita/Taylor  Rich Phillips – I defer to my esteemed colleague by my side. 

 
Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – I have nothing to report. 
 
Oak Tree Lodge Bill Richards – (1) Resident changes: Lee McDonald and Joanne Arnold into Independent 

living; and to Oak Tree Lodge: Richard and Lynn Kirkendall, Jane Compher, and Ruth 
Markel. The Lodge was well represented in the New Leaf for February. Mae Augarten 
was given the nickname “Firecracker.” (2) It’s been a busy month at the Lodge with 
many parties and different events. One special event was a dinner outing for those who 
wished at Walter’s Restaurant in Claremont. 

 
Magnolia Grove  B J Barnes – “Magnolia Grove has 48 residents; 10 of them are community. Of the eight 

non-permanent residents, one is community. In February, OTL lost three residents: 
Kathleen Mabie, Rolland Nelsen, and Frank Herkelrath. In February, the residents 
gathered in the multipurpose room and expressed seasonal sentiments in poetry, each 
person contributing a line to productions given proud public display. Supplied with a 
plethora of materials, individuals each made a Valentine for someone special. The 14th 
then merited a Valentines’ Day Social, and two days later our dining room was declared 
gender-specific with a “Men’s Lunch.” Concluding the month was a big Mardi Gras 
celebration.”  
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ADMINISTRATION 
 

CEO Maureen said she was happy to have Lisa Atilano here and said that she gave her a pass 
at this meeting. First, Maureen wanted to address the deferred entrance program 
(formerly called leave of absence). There are currently 16 people who are DEP. They 
have paid for a studio and are paying the health care portion of the monthly service fee 
so are in fact residents but not living here. As DEP they go onto the internal waiting list 
with the other Gardens residents. Second, she mentioned that the rainy season has 
shown us the situation of our roofs. Some tarps have been put up, and roofs patched 
and repaired. Roofing will be put on the next capital budget. Third, she gave an update 
on the rehabilitation services planned for the Harrison Villa.  The rehabilitation 
equipment has arrived and there has been some reconfiguration of staff, but we will 
wait for the completion of the annual state public health survey. 

President’s report President Marilyn Dale asked how many found the Gardens Club agenda and treasurer’s 
report among their email sent by Julianna Clark who sends us the NOW every Monday.  
Several people raised their hands. She said that the agenda and financial report would 
be sent by email each Thursday before the Monday meeting. A question was asked 
whether print copies would still be available and Marilyn said that print copies of the 
agenda would still be put in the cubbies of the Council members.  

Vice-President’s report Vice-President Bill Wells thanked the committee chairs who had already given him the 
list of their members but asked that those who hadn’t, to give their list of committee 
members to him as soon as possible by email or in his cubby D-424. He would like to put 
a completed list on the website and on the cubby bulletin board by the end of the week.  

Treasurer’s report Treasurer Conrad Maas reported the month began with $253,797. There was $24,214 
deposited and expenditures of $7,244 leaving a balance of $270,767. There is also 
$319,276 in the Restricted Corporate Held Funds, making a total of $590,043.  

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Assistant Treasurer Barbara McDowell said the $90 dues turned in so far will fund only 
half of the Gardens Club operating budget. If everyone contributes, we’ll be able to 
meet all of the requests of our committees. She asked area chairs to please remind 
building members to turn in their dues as soon as possible if they haven’t done so.  
  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells said there were two committee reports. First, Becca Kurtz of 
the Library Committee said we were fortunate to have such a beautiful library and 
invited everyone to the Library’s Spring Open House immediately following this meeting 
from 9:30 through 11:30 A.M. There would be a raffle, refreshments, and lots of new 
books shown. Second, Peggy Spears of the Special Needs Committee brought one of 
the four robotic cats that had been ordered for the Memory Unit. It mewed as she 
showed it. Peggy said that the cat was affectionate and very smart.            

Old, New, Other Business There was no old business, new business, or other business so President Marilyn Dale 
adjourned the meeting at 9:20 A.M. 

 
NEXT MEETING Gardens Club Council Meeting on Monday, April 3, at 9:00 A.M. in the Assembly 

 

 

Kay Grimmesey, secretary 
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MINUTES OF GARDENS CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 
February 6, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Officers:   Marilyn Dale, Bill Wells, Kay Grimmesey, Conrad Maas, Barbara McDowell  
Board Member:   Royce Stutzman, Resident Board Member 
Administration:   Maureen Beith 
Members at Large:  Bill Relf, Bob Rogers, Joyce Roebuck 
Resident Board Members: John Maguire, John Nelson, Norma Wilson 
Area Representatives: Bette Corner,  Jane O’Donnell, Carole Harter, Gloria Slosberg,  Evelyn Diaz-Brown, 

Margaret Fulmer, Becca Kurtz, Barbara Patch, David McCarthy, Marj Jollymour, John 
Ekelund, Sid Jones, Lee McDonald, Bill Richards, B J Barnes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: President Marilyn Dale called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of January 3, 2017 were accepted as distributed. 
 
AREA REPORTS: 

A Building Bette Corner – We had our first Thursday cocktail party welcoming new A Building 
residents Roberta Russell, Fulton Lytle, Bill Durkee & Nan Maples, and Alan Heslop. We 
planned a Valentine party for the 14th. We have been having building repairs and a ten-
year renovation. 

B Building Jane O’Donnell – The B Building welcomed Ray and Sally Schmidt on January 6.  

           C Building Gloria Slosberg – Everything is fine in the C Building.  

D Building Becca Kurtz – The D Building has no report. 

Fringe David McCarthy – We lost Roberta Russell to the A Building. We had a Fringe get-
together and dinner on January 25. 

Bonita/Taylor Marj Jollymour – We have no report. 
 
Harrison/Taylor John Ekelund – There is no report. 

           Terraces Sid Jones – Tomorrow night we’ll have our winter social. We’re looking forward to our 
area meeting on the 13th when the head of the plant will explain our new hot water 
system. 

Oak Tree Lodge Lee McDonald – Two new independent residents have joined Oak Tree Lodge in January, 
Joanne Arnold and Jane Compher. We are saddened by the death of Crispin Gonzales, Jr. 
who was in the Oak Arbor. Our admired nurse Margie Reeves will, at least for a time, 
replace Brook Harper, Director of Oak Arbor who resigned rather suddenly. Margie’s 
replacement is in training. OTL residents who have gone to the Magnolia Grove in 
January are Ellen Gilliam, Rollie Nielsen, Claire McDonald, Eileen Broudy, and Nancy 
Oostmeyer. Most of the area reports consist of happy news....I suppose all area 
meetings discuss as well less happy news, otherwise known as complaints. The OTL area 
meetings may be different, the difference possibly reflective of…the feeling of being a 
second-class citizen. Let me give you two examples, one from the December area 
meeting and the second from the January area meeting. (1) A resident brought up the 
December 12 issue of NOW which had an article praising and congratulating 
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independent residents for breaking all records with 94% giving to the Appreciation and 
Retirement Fund…Why praise only independent residents? We at the Lodge also 
gave…a motion to direct the Area Chair to complain to the Appreciation Fund 
Committee was passed… I did and was promptly visited by a co-chairman of the 
Appreciation Committee who told me that the committee was not criticizing the OTL but 
protecting it from embarrassment of pointing out how far below 94% the giving from 
the OTL was. I said, “Well, you could at least have said. ‘We also thank residents of the 
Lodge and Magnolia Grove or their gifts’ and left it at that.” (2) At the January Area 
Meeting a resident moved that the posted office hours of the Lodge nurses was 
unsatisfactory. Nurses should be more available in the morning hours…the real problem 
was not the schedule but the number of nurses. The Director of Assisted Living Sharon 
Serar spoke …and noted that she agreed an additional nurse was needed, and she had 
requested such from the administration but was told that this year’s budget could not 
provide it. Next year’s budget might provide it….I can report as information that the 
lodge would benefit by an additional nurse…To you, the Council, I can only say relax; my 
information requires no action from you. 

Magnolia Grove  B J Barnes –Magnolia Grove has 47 residents; ten of them are Community. Of the eight 
non-permanent residents, two are community. In January, the Gardens lost one 
resident: Paul Smart. The Grove is blessed with new vision; increased lighting in the 
hallways means that visitors no longer need stumble in the shadows to locate persons in 
residence and may attend the movie matinees with greater ease. In January residents 
welcomed the New Year with rollicking song led by a visiting pianist whose rhythmic 
antics would drive anyone’s annual blues away. There was the usual array of games 
played in the All-Purpose Room—games that are appropriately active, like beanbag toss 
and bowling, as well as table games like bunco, turned active with huge inflated dice to 
toss about the room. Eager to get residents off campus who state a desired destination, 
the Grove’s Enrichment Director, took a small group to the Laemmle Theatre to see 
“Hidden Figures.” 

ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Maureen let us know what is happening in the Harrison Villa. She reported on 
contacting the families of the seven current Harrison Villa residents. She read the letter 
that was sent to the family members to the Council. There has been difficulty filling 
Harrison Villa because of the limited interest of residents selecting it due to its distance 
to the center of the campus and Magnolia Grove gradually adopting some of the 
greenhouse approach to skilled nursing care. The current Harrison Villa residents were 
given three options: moving to the one vacancy in the Taylor Villa, moving to a private 
room in Magnolia Grove, or remaining in the Harrison Villa with the potential to move to 
Taylor Villa when rooms become available if they so choose. The existing Family 
Room/Den may become the Villa’s living room and the existing living room will be 
transformed into a short-term rehabilitation therapy gym with two Nustep machines 
and rehabilitation therapy equipment in late March or early April.  Of the three choices, 
one of the Harrison Villa residents elected to move to the Taylor Villa and one to 
Magnolia Grove whereas five elected to remain in the Harrison Villa. It will be a couple 
of months before a state of the art therapy complex with trained staff will be 
operational. A golf cart could be used when transportation is needed. 

 Questions were asked whether the independent residents who live nearby could go to 
exercise there instead of the Wellness Center, and Maureen answered that doctor’s 
orders would determine those who would be sent to the Harrison Villa therapy complex.  
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President’s report Since it was the first meeting of the year, President Marilyn Dale introduced the Council 
to those in the Assembly. (1) She stated that the name Gardens Club pertained to all 
MSAG residents and that the Gardens Club Council, seated at the U-shaped table, is the 
governing body of the Gardens Club. As she introduced the members of the Council, she 
asked them to raise their hands.  She first introduced the eleven Area Representatives; 
then their alternates who were seated directly behind them. Then she pointed to the 
officers seated at the front table beside her. Next she introduced the members at large. 
She said the resident board directors and Green Leaf editor are non-voting Council 
members. A question was asked as to whether the first Monday of the month Council 
meetings were the only time the members met. Marilyn said that the Committee on 
Committees made up of area representatives met monthly and as needed with Vice 
President Bill Wells where issues were resolved or  brought up to the Council as needed.  
(2)   She mentioned that the vice president had brought her attention to the fact that 
the Council needed to confirm the managers of our four committees that are Council 
Capital Projects (Policy #6). Confirmed were Warren Wright, manager of the Sales 
Room; Nancy Norris, manager of the San Antonio Shop with Alice Lichti as its Project 
Treasurer; Denny Gambill, manager of the Bank; and Norma Wilson, manager of the 
Postage Stamp Sales.  (3)  There is a new committee working on the Graduate Student in 
Residence program made up of six residents, two staff members, and the Gardens Club 
Council president. She called on Sandra Glass to give their report. Sandra Glass reported 
for the chair Bim Jollymour who was off campus. The office had received a phone call 
last summer about a student who wanted to live with us. There would be no cost 
involved as Sodexo agreed to donate all the student’s food eaten in the dining room. It 
was a well-intentioned idea but didn’t involve Gardens residents, so residents were 
caught off guard when a student suddenly appeared at meals and was announced as the 
student chosen to be in residence for the year.  Sandra said that we’re grateful that 
Princess turned out to be a good choice.  The new committee has been working on the 
details of the program which will be considered a pilot project for the new Student in 
Residence program. Seven area universities have been notified of the program. There 
will be an informational meeting regarding the program on Friday, February 17, at 11:00 
a.m. in the Gallery for all interested residents. (4) Marilyn said that she asked the 
Administration if they would be willing to send the agenda and treasurer’s report by 
email to residents prior to the first Monday of the month as they do now for the NOW 
so residents could print out the two if they wish. This will begin with the March 6 
meeting. 

     Vice-President’s report Vice-President Bill Wells reported that the first meeting of the Committee on 
Committees was held last week. He thanked the area chairs who retired: Joanne Arnold, 
Joyce Roebuck, Georgia McManigal, Lenore Dollries, Gina Dunseth, and Barbara Miller.  
He thanked the new and returning chairs and alternates for their willingness to serve. 
Then he reported on the actions of the committee. They unanimously approved the 
request of the Friday Forum committee to change their name to The Forum. They 
removed the Wayland Opera Series Committee from the list of committees because it 
had neither chair nor members. The Poster Distribution List was filled out which Bill will 
post on the cubby board and online. They discussed the nine committees which had no 
chairs, but since six of them now have chairs, only three remain without chairs. The six 
committee and their new chairs are Appreciation/Retirement Fund: Stuart Oskamp; 
Appreciation Party: Don Robinson; Friends of Oak Tree Lodge: Ruth Henzie; Friends of 
the Villas: Ralph Riffenburgh; Decorating Committee: Nancy Norris; San Antonio Shop: 
Nancy Norris.  Those committees still without chairs are the Arts and Crafts Committee, 
the Theater Excursions Committee (actually South Coast Repertory Theater Committee), 
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and the Cutting Gardens Committee. The three each have members who will make the 
committees work without a chair. He said we now have 71 regular committees and 
seven standing committees which make a total of 78 committees. 

Treasurer’s report Treasurer Conrad Maas reported the month began with $254, 133. Deposited was 
$19,441. $19,777 of expenditures left a balance of $253,797.  On top of that, there is 
also $317,875 in the Restricted Corporate Held Funds, making a total of $571,673.  

Ass’t Treasurer’s report Barbara McDowell reported that letters with envelopes would be coming out soon 
announcing dues of $90 per person and $180 per couple. 
  

Committee Reports Vice President Bill Wells called on Peggy Spear to present the Special Needs Committee 
Report.  She reported that at their meeting of January 16, the committee received two 
requests. One from Hanne Ansell, which was approved by Maureen Beith, was for four 
robotic cats to be made available to residents of the Memory Care Unit, at a cost of 
$400. The second request was from Warren Wright, Treasurer, for a new computer, at 
the cost of $600. Both requests were unanimously approved.   In addition the 
committee considered a request from Bill Relf, Chair of the Gardens Council Budget 
Committee, that the Special Needs Committee fund the CERT program and CLASP for 
2017 and in the future. The committee agreed to consider requests from both programs 
to be submitted according to standard practice as plans and budgets for the year are 
completed. They agreed to consider both programs on a year by year basis, since they 
benefit residents both directly and indirectly.  A list of all committees will be on the 
website by the end of the week.  

Old business Sid Jones had a question on the wording of the population waiting list report and the 
number of houses required.  Maureen will get it corrected. 

  
New business Barbara Miller asked Maureen regarding any decision on the Taylor Drive empty 

property.  Maureen said she could talk about it since the Board approved an 
incremental plan for the development of Taylor Drive. There are seven single family 
houses on the west side and each property will have, over time, three units built on 
each lot. The project is designed so that the construction can be accomplished lot-by-
lot, as they become available. The first portion of the project will be the southern-most 
two lots, near the corner of Bonita. Groundbreaking for this initial phase is projected to 
be in approximately one year.        Don Griffin spoke of his concern that the greenhouse 
philosophy is being done away with. Maureen replied that we’re still embracing the 
model and that the trademark or philosophy is not being dropped. 

 Margaret Fuller asked, “Did Peggy really say ‘robotic cats’?” Peggy Spear replied that 
they had fur; they were not metal bots. They reportedly turn over and let you scratch 
them and they purr. She’ll report back in a few months after they arrive. 

The staff was excused.  

Other business There was no other business so President Dale adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

NEXT MEETINGS Gardens Club Council Meeting on Monday, March 6, at 9:00 A.M. in the Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Kay Grimmesey, secretary 


