
GARDENS ARCHITECTURE 
 

Most Gardens residents say that the best part of life here is the interaction with fellow 
residents and staff.  However, most also enjoy their individual residence and their 
surroundings.  The wonderful ambiance that we enjoy at the Gardens came about over 
many years since the initial purchase in 1957 of 22.2 acres of land (8.8 in Claremont 
and 13.4 in Pomona) from Pomona land developer William Boyce for $120,000.   
 

That summer the initial Gardens Board, chaired by Otto Knudsen and the initial 

Gardens manager, Roy Voigt selected Kenneth Nils Lind as our architect and 

Carl Wittenberg of Twaits-Wittenberg Construction Company as the general 

contractor. Lind was a well-established architect who had taught design and 

planning at the University of Illinois and at USC.  His honors included 

Progressive Architecture Magazine National Design Awards in 1947 and 1948. 

 
When Claremont's City Council would not initially approve another retirement 
community in town, Lind worked on a plan to squeeze all the facilities previously 
planned for the entire property into just the Pomona acreage.  After many attempts he 
developed a plan for the Gardens "Letter Buildings" and central facilities that was 
approved by Pomona's City Council in 1960 by a three to two vote.  Groundbreaking for 
the project occurred in September of that year, and the first residents moved into the D 
Building a year later on September 18, 1961. A few weeks later, on October 8, the 
Gardens was officially dedicated in a well attended ceremony, although the project was 
not fully completed until March 1962.   
 
In February 1960 Whitney R. Smith, an award-winning architect in the Pasadena firm 
Smith and Williams was selected to design 60 cottages--mostly in the Claremont land 
owned by the Gardens.  The firm was recognized as a leading contributor to post-World 
War II modernist architecture, and their style was described as follows by the LA Times: 
"In many of their residential plans, Smith and Williams fused indoors and outdoors by 
using large panes of glass and extending stained wooden beams and floor materials 
beyond the threshold of entryways, which also served to expose structural details as 
design elements. …. All of this, along with their creative use of wood inside the home, 
was intended to improve the living environment.” 
 
In January 1962 a different Claremont City Council gave final approval for the Gardens 
to add the Claremont cottages provided there were no additional internal roads.  Instead 
of roads, lanes were created and were given names in 1967 to make it easier for 
residents and guests to find cottages.  Twaits-Wittenberg Construction Company (which 
had completed the work on the Pomona property project for $60,000 under budget) was 
again chosen as the general contractor, and began construction later that year.  The 
first 29 cottages were occupied on August 15, 1963, and the remaining cottages were 
all completed by October--along with a medical wing on the Pomona campus with 15 
beds.  
 



The next major addition was in 1967 when the Gardens purchased four acres just to the 
west of the campus for $145,000 from the Amberson family.  The purchase was 
arranged in installments, with the balance forgiven when both Ambersons died.  In 1971 
the Board decided to build Oak Tree Lodge on the site in order to provide housing for 
residents who needed assisted living--but not full-time medical care.  Harnish, Morgan 
and Causey, Architects (HMC Architects today) was chosen to design the Lodge and 
Hight Construction built it.  HMC is a huge architectural firm with offices in ten cities, but 
its headquarters is still in Ontario.  The firm specializes in schools and health care 
facilities. Ground was broken for the Lodge in February 1973, and the first residents 
moved in about a year later.  
 
On September 18,1967 (on its sixth anniversary) the Gardens completed the first floor 
of the D Building which had been planned as an open area for recreational activities like 
shuffleboard.  The opening gathered too much wind, and it could not be used for that 
purpose.  The new plan provided room for nine apartments plus the Wellness Center 
with its space for exercise and a broad range of activities. 
 
Beginning in 1967 the Gardens also added to the eastern end of the campus by 
acquiring homes on Taylor Drive (some as gifts, others by purchase).  Eventually the 
Gardens owned all the homes on the west side of Taylor along with two on the east side.   
 
To meet the growing need for residents requiring 24-hour medical care, the Gardens in 
1984 selected Claude Senefeld of the architectural firm Inslee, Senefeld and Puchlik to 
design an expansion of the medical facility with 12 additional beds in nine rooms plus a 
dining room and office space.  Senefeld, an Orange County modernist architect with 
experience in both health care facilities and retirement communities completed his plans 
in the spring of 1985, but it took two years to get state approval and meet other 
requirements for the medical facility.  Construction began in May 1987 and was 
completed in 1989 by C. T. (Ted) DeCinces Construction Corporation. 
 
The more recent additions to the Gardens were all designed by Doug Ewing, a 
Pasadena architect whose firm has designed over 1,000 projects since 1972 and built 
by Southern California Builders with Gary Fausett as Project Supervisor.  Their work at 
the Gardens includes: 
--The Terraces, with twenty spacious villas, 12 apartments, 105,000 sq. ft. of 
underground parking, and 13,000 sq. ft. of maintenance area are on the northwest 
corner of the Gardens.  Financing for this project was approved on November 17, 2003; 
groundbreaking occurred on February 10, 2004; and construction was completed in 
2005. 
--A 7,000 sq. ft. addition to Oak Tree Lodge which was built at the same time 
as the Terraces.  The new wing included 11 units intended for a mix of Gardens 
residents and community members who pay for assisted living by the month.  In 
2016 the wing was converted to Oak Arbor--a memory care facility. 
--The two Evergreen Villas on the northeast corner of the Gardens each provide 
skilled nursing care for up to ten residents in a home-like setting.  They were started in 
2012 and opened in 2013.  The land for the Villas was obtained by razing four homes 



that had been contributed to the Gardens:  two at 467 and 475 Taylor Drive that were 
given in the mid-80's and two at 858 and 870 Harrison that were given in the mid-90's.  
 
Ewing also designed the entrance to the Gardens with a unique "port-cochere" style that 
has been used for many other entrances to buildings on the Pomona side of the 
campus. 
 
The most recent addition to the Gardens occurred in 2016 with the purchase and 
renovation of a home on 830 Harrison Ave. along the north-east end of the campus.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


